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Almighty has ſelected the ) 


6 
moſt matured. Nor need we ſcruple 
to believe, that he who condeſcends to 
addreſs ſuch particular admonitions, in- 
vitations, and promiſes, to the young, 
had a ſpecial regard to their intereſt, in 
this pleaſing method of inſtruftion. 


* 


Ihe infinite unde 


ing of ' the 
oft import- 
ant and affecting facts, and bas taught 
the inſpired penmen to record them 
with ſuch Ny es, and yet with ſuch | 
Ulearnels' and | plaitinels, As no other 
| writers can e TY IHE SIE £8 eos” 
An author of diſtinguiſhed piety and 
penctration has obſerved, "that there 
Js a ſtrange and unaccountable Kind of 
enchantment in Scripture Hiftory, whic 

_ although it is deſtitute of all rhetorical 
5 ornament, makes it vaſtly more pleaſant, 


4 * 5 


f other ki whatever. It dises ii 
ö with the amiable ſiniplicity of truth 


ren. other hiſtory in beauty, fo it 1 
the only compoſition. of the kind, upon 
which we may perfectly depend, as be 
ing free from all miſtake, either throught 
involuntary miſapprehenſion, or ilfd 5 
miſrepreſentation; nor can an 7 other 
ſelection of facts be found ſo pregnant | 
with inſtruction to readers of every claſs; 
ending to give us ſueh a juſt view of 
humun nature, and ſo great an inſight | 

toftheifprings of action, both in good 


ing the moral character of that all- 
perfect Being who is en and 
judge of man kid. 
Though the Seth and perſpicuity 
of the ſacred writers are ſurpriſingly 
adapted to inſtruct the weakeſt under 
Randings, as well as to charm and edify* 
15 % | | b2 thoſe 


As the hiftorical part of the Bible e * 


men und bad; and, above all; illuſtrate: | 


- for the benefit of the youth of both 


_ ſuited ta impreſs their tender minds, 


( wi )- 
thoſe that are moſt refined; and their 
narratives eſpecially, are, for the moſt 
| part, made level even to the capacities 
of children; their intereſting import, 
and. beneficial tendency, to warn and in- 
ſtruct us, are not always ſo clearly ob- 
vious as to preclude all need of inveſtiga- 
tion, or to render it a uſeleſs taſk to ex- 

plain or elueidate them further, eſpe 

cially for the riſing generation. 
I think, therefore, my reſpected friend 
has diſcovered a pious and laudable zeal 


ſexes, in forming familiar dialogues upon 
all the principal hiſtories of the Old and. 
New Teſtament. Her deſigu of engag - 

ing the attention of children to that part 
of the divine word which ſeems peeuli - 


is doubtleſs highly commendable. - And 
after peruſing. the principal part of her 
aan I own 1 — y pleaſed: 
51 £ 8 with 


cw) 


with hk execution of her: plana as unit: OM 
ing much entertainment with the moſk 3 
profitable and evangelical improvemenk 
of the { ſcripture hiſtories. In the; latter 
reſpect eſpecially, if not in both, it ex 
cceds any ee 1 the kind that 1 
have ſeen. EN 888 1373 et At tig . Ti | 
3 ee of the Jewiſh his 
tory, added by way of Appendix, will 
be very pleaſing and inſtructive. It is 
doubtleſs. of peculiar importance ta call 
the attention of young people to tha 
fulfilment; of our Lord's predictions, | 
eoticerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem 5 
as the judgments inflicted vun that.aue 
grateful nation, and their preſent pre- 


fer vation; in ſo thifpexſed and afflicted a 
ſtate, form the ſtrongeſt external 3 
dences of the truth of chriſtianity. 5 
My knowledge of the author fully 

ſatisfies me, that her great end, in this 

attempt, has been to glorify God, by + 
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£ | promoting the beſt intereſts of young 
N People, both within the circle of her 
acquaintance, and beyond its extent. 
The peruſal of the work will induce 
every candid mind * en 
opinion. 

1 ſs u bbs, that many y will 
unite with myſelf, in ſincerely wiſhing 
that the divine bleſſing may attend the 


peruſal of thefe Dialogues and Letters, 
f and render them truly uſeful to a great 
nutaber of juvenile readers; which 


cent will give fincere pleaſure to the 
d author, to all their beſt friends, e 
nr cordial ora ; 
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IT of forme crnfeatinace for yo; mp 
dear young friends, to tbat the fol= 
lowing: work is not a cunningly deviſed 
fable; but that it contains a2 plain and 
aithful narrative ant. fafts, prin» 
ipally founded on the ſcriptures of t 
d intimately conneded with the 


general inſtruction. This requeſt was ac- 


r 
The author's firſt intention in forming 
e Sacred-Hiſtory-into- converſations, was 
for the purpoſe of inſtructing three dear 
children nearly related to her, without any 
deſign of ſubmũtting them to public in- 
ſpektion. A friend, on peruſing a few: of 
the Dialogues,” intreated that the work 


might be carried on with a view to more 


companied with arguments which induced 
_ compliance; ; and hence it Has fqund its 
way into your hands. In the uſe you make 
of it, I look for my reward. Conſider the 


IS TAs — 


fubject of which it treats,—the perfeQions 
of God, as they ſhine forth in the works of 
" ereation7and; providence,” but, above3all, 
| in redemption- 204 6! bai anno 1801 | 
t may afford you a'delightful emplby- 
ment to compare theſe Dialogues with the 
word of God. They are not intended to 
draw your minds from the ſacred writings, 


but rather to induce you to ſearch the forip- 


tures, to ſee whether theſe things are ſo. 
* | I hope 


am) 


1 hope you are not among bote who def 
piſe the fcripture on account of its fin- 


ä 


_— that it ſimplifies without diſguſt» 
But, if you have; a taſte for the 
fublime, the bible contains à tbouſand 
paſſages both of the ſublime and pathetie. 
The force-and energy of its language, the 
conciſenefs and perſpicuity of its fiyle; and 
the vaſt importance of its doQrines, amp: 
à value and dignity upon this book, which 
render it ſuperior to all the books is the 
world. Let me intreat you, then, my young 
friends, to ſtudy it. with. prayer to God, te 
enlighten your underſtandings, that you 
may behold the beauties: it — 
de made wiſe unte falvation. UDO, 
In the following pages, you. will. meet. 
with ſome obſervationꝭ and refleQtionsiſug« 
geſted by other authors, which Lhave taken 
the liberty to inſert. In doing this, I bavei 
endeavoured to follow the example of he 
bataraſ r tine 


k and 
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pe 


plicity. This is one of its delightful pe 


__ - pled to adopt it, and give it a place in the 


6 5 


and talents, in ſearching for plants and 

| herbs, which, having feleQes; he carefully 
tranſplants into his own garden for the uſe 
of atbers. In like manner, when any paſ- 
fage has ſtruck me in the courſe of my 
| -reading, that 1 thought might be ſervice- 
able to my young friends, I have not ſeru- 


preſent work, for their uſe and benefit. 
There are few authors with whom I have 
taken/greatet liberties, in this reſpeQ; 
the Rer. Mt. Scott; whoſe notes and ob- 
re in his Family Bible, have affords 
ed me conſiderable affiſtance; I feel the 
greater pleafure in Uiſcharging this debt of 
 gratitudes'as it gives me an opportunity of 
recommending to the peruſal of my you ny | 
_ Hiends,'that valuable production, in which 
| the benuties of the facred records are un- 
folded, in a manner, ſuited to affect the 
heart e en to inform the 8 
ing. 777. ot 0 555 
Aut L will not intrude —— a 
Bi | longer: 
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longer. May a divine bleſſing accompany 0 b 
the well-meant endeavour of << 
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8 Tſaac is prevented by the 8 calling to 
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II. The hiftory of Abraham. His greet faith. 
Hi the. YT 5 Aer ble na- 
and Lot his brother's fon, to a pct 
country. Lot and Abraham ſeparate from 
each other. Toe pitches his tent near So- 
dom. He is taken priſoner by Chedorlao- 
_ mer and bis allies. Abraham reſcues Lot, 

and obtains a complete vickory over the 
confederate kings. He. is, net, by Melchi- 
zedec, prieft of the Moſt High God; who 
prefents him with bread and wine, and 
proviounces a"bleſſing upon him. Abraham 
entertains three angels. The deftruftion 
Sodom and Gomorrah. » The birth | of 
Tſaas. Abraham ſends Hagar and J- 
' mael away. To try Abraham's faith and 

obedience, God commands him to offer up 
his fon Iſaac in ſacrifice. The death of 


doraham out E ven. x: FIG 


IV. Iſaac's marriage with Rebekah, The death 
"of Abraham,” Dde birth of "Eſau and 
Jarub. Jacob © obtains "the bleſſing by 
crafts He laaues his fathe*s houſe. His 

© »-©1/ion of a ladder reaching from. earth to 


heaven. 
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H. marriages. © Hi refit" to his çm 
. On 85 | cbm Hir meeting " with his brother 
Eſau. The death of _ 4253 


0 The % of Tojep *. His fathers fond | 
1 Aeckion for EO Hi dn, He is - 
8 5 eg fold byhis brethren to fame 1/bmaelites, and 
91 carried i into Ebi. He is unjuſtly cat 
9 , A into priſon, where he intefptets two of the 
„ priſoners” dreams ; the king's butler and his 
Faker, | The baker 7 75 banged, and the but- 
ee reſfared,t6_bis plete. Joſeph is ſent 
E ont of. priſon. Hen menen Pe- | 
1 the 8 1 commences and er- 
+, + Tends to. Canaan. © ORE OW ; 
unn 20. Exypio buy comm. 7 $465 


WP 


- . 1 
q 1 
+ i Tor 
> „ 
* 4 \ I" AF 7 
= 
A 


0 7 rell "bis Kuben but treats * 
_ them as ſds. He detains Simeon as a 
© Þoſtage till they bring their younger Bro- 
ther Benjamin. Jacob is with difficulty 
e n \ 4 
. Exypt with Benjamin. The treatment they 
et witb gt Fuſes houſe Naſlver cup 
Pound in Benjamin's ſack. Foſeph makes 
himſelf known to his brethren. He ſds 
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wo his Jathers, and, al his family, Ts 
arrive in Egyp 6 and are ſettled i in the land 


=_— of 708 The death of Jacob and Fo- 
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Moſes Preſerved” in an ark 0 " bulruſhes, 
De call of 4 Mo foſes to bring the. children of 

. -Tfrael, out of E *g pt. Aaron 1 ſts Moſes. 
Woke got to Pharaoh with the command of 
_ God to tet Hal ge, "which be _ refuſes to 

| D = : 5 i , comply with. | Tm e ere inflicted 
Nen Egyptians. ve 3 76—89 
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- VII) The paſſover afpoinited.”” MW heb of the 
PT INK N. horn ; Being the tentß and laft plague. 
De dejarture of the chiles of "Iſrael out 

IE . 5 1 as Egypt. . Their N paſſage through 
l Aae d App pur fuing 
them are bound. 172 c A He a 
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matte a 1 preg _ worſhip it. The 
.. Levites ordered to ſlay thoſe that adbere to 
air | idolatry, Y Priefts appointed to attend on 
8 + \% 1 en e 2 N eee ; 


"Þ The children of PRs 3 . manna. 

A plague ſucccede, of. which, many die. 
5 INT . Twelve. of the. ruters are nt to ſearch out 
' he land. of. Canaan, 1 ten of whom' bring 
þ x Let - up an evil report. The whole congre- 
9 mur mur againſt God. They are 
12 » condemned.” t wander forty years” in the 
wiilderneſt. The rebellion of Karah, Da- 
dan and Abirams.. RET} 


3h | 1 
90 „dür WV AN adds N ny Ns 


N XI 45. prięſtbaod confirmed to Aaron and his 
flucerſſors by the budding of his rod. Moſes 
and Aaron e fer ealing unad- 
wa ea, A . De people bitten 
wee fiery ſerpents. . 2530 are. healed by Iook- 
i at a brazen ſo . 219126 
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Balaan 16 72 + for by pale} king of Moab ts | 
3 Tall. rr 15 , conflrained to bleſs 


5 be Ifroclites are drawn i into ido- © 
_ latry by the Moabites "anil "Midianites. 
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gals of th Milidnites ; what they 9 77%, ad 
% take” "their cities, 22 appointing Fo bun 
15 be Bis ſaberſſo, Mo fes, ar the command 
M—co 'of God, 5 800 to th toy of mount Pi 


Lab and dies. . 127136 


km ib r By ee OO are 

| ede by" Rihaby: aud font away in 

We. 4 e pn over Jordan. 
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| v —— rains”! Wes nt her family 2M 
* © © fobeth © Jy regen the city f Ai and 

21 == ha eupeifit Acbaii'is. flened-tv. death for 
1 Fo | flealing of the devoted ſpoils of Fericho. 
: nn by fitatagihi:” The 'Glbeonites by 

=—_ ag * ee leaghb with" Jae, The 
©,  Hhigrof the hub part of Canaan make 
der upon Olhtdn®* Poſh ſublues them 
12 a ths their eff Tho" remaining 
gi of Canhit Q in 4 "confederacy 
3 x . . erainſt Fe Gua, who obtains a * 2 
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* Pei them to be * 925 hat by 
1 the ſurrounding uatians 3 lu, an their re- 
oy ' — | pentance, he ſends them deliverers, tubo 
f- are called judges, Othmel reſcues his 
35 country from the oppreſſion of ibe Meſope- 


tamians. Ehud kills Eglon the king of 
Moab, and delivers the 1ſraelues. from 
their Joes Deborah, a Propheteſs, Judges 
Incl. E ncouraged by ber, Burat ob- 
tains a 5 nal victory over. Si Nera. Gideon. 
— fubaues the A1 len. „ 1 4 


XVI. Hoimelech Pays fixty-nine of - Gideon s * 
"His wicked reign and death.” *Tola Judges 

6 Tau twenty-three years, and Fair twenty 
nne. Jeb bibabꝰs raſh vow. His vic- 

1 2079, ver the Ammonites. The birth of. 
. Samſon. His is remarkable frrength. Af. 

ter, frequent Succeſs Tul encounters with the 
 Philiflines, he is betrayed by Delilah inte 


. their bands. Hi death, _ "164173 


Run. 2 f Nuk. WY marriage | 
with Boas. The birth of »Obed, The 


Biſtory of Eli the higb prieft. -The birth 
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* _ of Samuel. His carly-attendanee at tb 
7 TY ple. The - rebuks giuen 10 Li for not 
nit 7 * the wickedveſ of his ſons. The 
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Dial. te, oy 
* * art of God 3 the Phi ines, and 
. n N 23 


nan 5 A » 274——184 
Av os 5 ö 9 
inte . the a s the ark, "4 


bie the pride of the Pbiliſtiues. 
ne Dagon their idol. The ark 15h 
to. Iſrael. The Iſraelites rejeft Samuel as 
7 5 Julke, chooſing a king to. reign over 
them. Q Samuel anoint: aul to be their 
king. He obtains a gria t victory over the 
© Ammonites, A ſingular victory obtained by 
om Hoes the ſan of Saul. The impru- 
dent . 1 Sau! on that Lo wn | 
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8 Xx. "Saw, not obeying 7921 command of God re- 
6s — ſpecting the. Amalekites, is rejected fam 
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r * king. David i is anointed by Samu- 
el to be king. in the, room F Saul. He 
6 encounters and kills Goliah the champion of 


e _ the a 5 He obtains the Friendſhip : 
r of "6 the people. His Hey Ss 19 
5 85 . © excites\the-envy of Saul, who determines to 
*» defirey. bim. An affecting interview be- 


. "i 

Aber 1 . 2 and. Jonathan, 198—207 
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Aunt. N OO morning, my dear Lucy; what 
OO: © has brought you here ſo early? 

Lucy. I am come, aunt, to acquaint you, that my 
mamma has juſt received a letter, informing her of 


the death of my dear little friend Mifs =, I am 


mamma has always been inſtructing me in good 


o 
- 


of going to Heaven. 5 Ag RA MESA 
Aunt. The o 
to ſearch the Scriptures, which are able to make us 


to form an acquaintance with them which, with the 
bleſſing of God, may prove of laſting 
you. As hiſtory makes the deepeſt impreſſion on 

VOL, 4. 8 a 


quite grieved: I wiſh I was as good as ſhe was, for 
J do not doubt but ſhe is gone to Heaven: my dear a 


things, and yet I know but little; L wiſh I was ure 


wiſe unto falvation. I will affiſt you my dear child, 


way to attain that knowledge is 


1 


your n will, f for the pre eſs mend hiefl 
to the hiſtorical part. | 
Tucy. When will you begin 7. | | 
te To-morrow, | If your ada el permit 
your brother and ſiſter to attend with you one hour 
ES oye oth entatain eee 
in things of real importance. - 
| . 
Bible? I thought we muſt be ſerious when we read 
it, and that children could not underſtand it. 5 
Aunt. Undoubtedly, you ought to be ſerious when 
| you read the word of God; but a ſerious attention 
do the things we read does not deprive us of enter- 
tainment. I ſuppoſe you thought it was put into 
your hands only to teach you to read; and that you 
ſhould .cever be e Hane 
. e 

Tucy. n e eee 
Aunt. I heard you the other day reading to your 
e in che Ronan r. mmer 
entertainment in that?; 

Tucy. What, in Mrs. Trimmer's little book for 
Siren? 1 could read in i al day: tat is a pre 
e e eee omen, e 

Aunt. e e ee 1 ould be gi 
| 3 | 

ö 20. 1 was fo much delighted with 56, that [ 
#1 | 3 Y mall 


ſhall: e borgit: it, 40 will n pleaſure re- 
peat it to you. (See No. V. p. 18, of Mrs. Trims, 
mer's Roman Hiſtory.) 12 n e e is Ts 
Aunt. I am much obliged to „„ 


emen een 


Tuch. ln invpaticubs FER it n 
Aunt. eee eee, 


queen; \ Vaſkti, alſo: made a feaſt for the ladies : wo 
pn the ev elaths Gny:the SISA rnd e 


f: e e ee eee em 
very nr e 7 
. Lucy. Why dd he refuſe? 8 W 

Ant. A 
ent and unreaſonable; and it is ſaid, he was merry 
ith wine. Riotous feaſting often proves fatal 
to the peace of families. In his rage, he aſked his 
ile men what could be done to the queen; accord- 
ing to law, for diſobeying the king: his counſellors 
adviſed him to make a decree, and eſtabliſh it as a 
emen TEIN 


| — eee for ſhe was very 


- ; , 2 * N 
2 j : 
- 9 
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the relation you haue given me; and, in return, 1 
will give you an account of a Queen, who ſaved | 


„ „ IE SE LE err 6+ Te. 4 
life. : 1 1 4 11 * 7 T2 „ A 83 
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in Perſia. e Pope epi his reign he — | 


2. 


e W 2 e 
0 | Fe 4 | 
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3 the king ſhould give. ae 
another: and the thing pleaſed the king, and he did ſo. 
Lucy. I pity the cg arms Sep N pun gf 
another. ane: LN 
| — Yeu be a for init fab 
nour, as you will ſee, when you come to read the 
tory at large. When the wrath of the king was 
_appeaſed, he remembered Vaſhti; but he could 
not alter the decree that he had made: and his fer- 
vants adviſed him, chat fair young women might be 
ſought out, that the king might chooſe him another 
queen. At that time there was a people, called 
theſe people, whoſe name was Mordecai, had a very 
her not to tell who were her kindred or people. And 
when the king ſaw Eſther, he loved her, and made 
her queen, and ſet the royal crown on her head; and 
the e e nnn * 

2580 Did he ſend for the queen? :- 2 
Aunt. No, my dear; he had eee by 
—— be did what was becoming a great 
ling; he made a releaſe to the provinces, and ſent 
ow” Ts OT REA advanced one 
| Haman, 


630 


3 Ns ls 
king's ſervants bowed before him; but Mordecai, 
who fat continually in the king's gate, would. not 
bow down to him, nor do him reverence :. this en- 
raged Haman exceedingly; and when he found that 


dom. 
Taba Wicked Haman | i am gre _—__ 
know that queen Eſther, was one of them. 


Aunt, But you will find. ;bg the) ſequel of wha 
that oppreſſed peoples. tis 


poliſh l | ED 25 r 
Aunt. My „ 


account before you give your opinion, or elſe the re- 
mark may recoil on yourſelf. 


endeavour to think before. I ſpeak. - Pray, aunt, 
ere 


great laws were different from all nations; therefore ĩt wa 
1 ſent ot for the king's profit to ſuffer them to live: but 
4 one aid be, if the king will let them be deſtroyed, I will 


- thouſand talents of 


Uver, 


Mordecai was a Jews in order to take full revenge, a 
LT ITN TO 


Lucy. [ am furpriſed queen Either hond be @ 
Eſther's character; you ſhould always hear the whole 
Lic. Pardon me, my dear aunt: ber dg de . 


Aunt. C 
here was a people in his realm, called Jews, whoſe 


— 2. 
. - 38 
1 2 
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ory, that ſhe acknowledged herſelf to belong 2 •8 


V — > SY ? 9 
| e 4 6 25 

ages, What en he 6 py i ut of bx 
—_ 1 8 3 


- Aunt: No; from ie Wes onde ewe: Ae 


Fung faid, The ſilver eres eee e 
dd with them as ſeemeth thee good. | 


© Lucy. What did he do? put hem o death w. 
_—_— ; 0 421; 

" Aunt. ,t to eee 
Weir deſtruction, confident of ſucceſs, he had caſt 
lots, to ſee on what day he ſhould deſtroy them: 


_ providentially for the Jews, the lot fell on the chir- 


teenth day of the twelfth month, fo that they had 


time before them. Then Haman haſted, and wrote 


to the king's lieutenants, and governors of the pro- 
vinces, in the king's name, and ſealed the letters 
wich tde king's ſeal, giving orders to deſtroy and 


El all the Jews, men, women, and children, in one 
T 


month. 
TZuey. O poor Mordecai! and to kill all the little 


children! How they muſt cry when they heard it! 
Aunt. Indeed, my dear, they did ; for there was 


And Efther's ſervants told her, that they faw Mor- 


Acai weeping and wailing; and the ſent Hatach, her 
chamberlain, to enquire the cauſe of his grief. Mor- 
| . 


323 2 of 
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1 0 #2 


W ; 6. 
en. pe ſupplication for her people; | | 


'3 king War ſons at me he thirty dasz n 
well known, that for any perſon to go in unto the king, 
* into the inner court, who is not called, it is certain 
death, unleſs the king hold out his golden ſceptre, 
Yr that they may live. Then Mordecai returned this 
ſt anſwer to the queen: Think not that thou ſhalt == 
a: eſcape, in the king's houfe, more than all the Jewsz 
r for, if thou holdeſt thy peace at this time, deliver- 
ad | ance ſhall ariſe to the Jews from another place, |. 
te | Lucy. How was he ſure they ſhould be delivered? 
o- Aunt. He believed in the true Wee 
rs was able to deliver his people. HDR: 
ad Tucy. Then why did he wart Either to venture 
ge her life? for he muſt remember what the king did 
th Ms 909 WARE eee ve . "Wy, 
that would be beſt. 
tle Hunt. Our faith in God is not to preveit out 
t! uſing all the means in our power; and Mordecai 
10 made uſe of chat argument with Eſther, Who knoweti 
* but God bach advanced thee to the kingdom for fuch YA 
. 2 time as this? And the fent Mordecai this word: 
* I and my maidens will faſt three days; and do ye, 
or. and all the Jews who are at Shiſhan, the fame; nd 
y 1 dee e e e which is — tothe 3 
of 8 if I periſh, I . 


ti 


eren to the half of his ki 


LO RF 
_ Lucy. ; Why did Me not 80 immediately? 5792 50 
Hunt. She gave herſ:if time to order her cauſe 
had the hearts of all men in his hands, and could turn 


' 


.__- themias he ſaw fit: ſhe, therefore; firſt bowed the 
Enee in anne to ner rescue 


court of the king's houſe; and the king fat on his 
throne. As ſoon as he ſaw the queen, he held out 
the. ſceptrez: and ſhe drew near, and touched the 


top of it: chen ſaid the king unto her, What wilt 


thou, queen Eſther? and what is thy requeſt? I 
will give it thee, even to the half of my kingdom. 


That the king and Haman would come Pn to 
the banquet. of wine that 1 have prepared. 


Tucy. eee ee ee 
Haman, her enemy, with the king? I long to know 


"How je will eng. e deny. - 


Aunt. A 


appointment. The king again preſſed the queen to 
let him know her requeſt, in ee 


deferred it, and contented herſelf with inviting the 
king and Haman to another banquet the next day. 


r. Haman muſt think himdelf in 
| ich the queen. hier, | Ant 1 M 8 


The queen ſtill 


Fr r rw wa vO0 


| Ry 
Hunt." an home in high ſpirits, 


— : 


telling his friends, and Zereſn his wife, that the king 
had promoted him to great honour, and had advanced 
him above the printes ] and alſo, that the queen had _ 
invited none with the king to the banquet, but him- 
ſelf; yet all this; added he, availeth me nothing, ſa 
long as Mordecai the Jew ſitteth at the king's. gate, 
and refuſes 10 bow down 1 me." Then, ſaid Zereſh | 
be — fifty — — . ſpeak | 
thou unto the-kings that Mordecai may be hanged - 
chereon; chen go chou in merrily with. the king ta 
the banquet. And the thing pleaſed nnen 
he cauſed the gallows to be made.. 
Lucy. Zereſh is as bad as Haman. Poor More 
decai ! it is all over with him ! Eſther will will 
| ſhe had preſented her petition at firſm. 
Aunt. On that night the king's mind was ſo per 
plexed, he could not ſleep; and he ordered the bee 
of records td be read to him; and it Was found 
written, that Mordecai had diſcovered that two of the 
king's chamberlains had conſpired againſt the king's 
hath been conferred on Mordeeai for this? And they 
anſwered, None. Juſt at this juncture, Haman was 
2 to ay king; en 1 bs! eve de 
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re Before Haman had opportunity to ſpeak, 
dhe king aſked him, What ſhould be done te che 


man whom the king delighted to honour. Now Ha- 


man thought-it could be none but himſelf, that the 
king meant to honour z- and be replied: For the 
wan whom the king delighteth to honour, let the 
a king's apparel. be broughtz and bis borſe, and his 
cron royal; and let this apparel and horſe be given 
to one of the king's moſt noble princes, that they 


rect of the city, and prochaim before him: & Thus 
ſhall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth 
to:honour.” And the king ſaid, Make baſte, and 
ke tlie apparel, and the horſe, and do ſo unto Mor- 

_ the Jew, and fail in nothing that thou haſt ſaid. 


Crt his gallows ? 50# PG 
unt. Never did a greater n won 
man than this l but he was obliged to ſubmit, and 
obey the king. After he had thus honoured Mor- 

dlecai, he returned home ſorrowful, and told his 
wife and his friends all that had befallen him; 
but, while he was ſpeaking, the king's chamberlair 
came, and haſtened him away to go with the king 
do the banquet. When they came to the queen, the 


31. 0 N 


before; 


5. Oh, how delighted I am! Now, t 


We, = my — © ag 
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e abs: queen . aid: 17 1 
have found favour in thy fight, O king, and if it 
pleaſe the king, let my life be given me > my peti- 
tion, and my people's at my requeſt ; for we are 
ſold, to be deſtroyed, to be lain, and, to periſh, 
Then ſaid the king unto the queen, Who, and 
where, is he that durſt preſume to do any ſuch thing? ; 
A the _ _ Tbe adverſary n is 
ger, ee eee ede 


king returned. And the king was wroth with Har 
Behold, there is a gallows, which he made in the 


ſpoken good for the king. Then ſaid e 5 
Take Haman, and hang him thereon. 


Lucy. Haman little thought when n 
the gallows, that he ſhould be the firſt to ſuffer on it; 
Aunt. The pit which he dug for another he fell | 
into himſelf. The queen then intreated the king to 
put away the evil of Haman, and to fruſtrate his 
wicked device. And the king gave Haman's houſe 
to Eſther, and made Mordecai prime miniſter, with 
full orders to take ſuch meaſures as would beſt: pro- | 
vide for. the ſafety of the Jews. Mordecai was then 
clothed in royal apparel, and behaved fo well in his 
place; that the city of Shuſhan rejoiced at his ad- 5 
wacementz. the Jews were univerſally e We 
and - 


making requeſt to the queen for his life, when the 


court of his houſe, to hang Mordecai, who bath 


a 
n 


and miny of the people turned from cure 


4 the account at large, you will find it in your: Bible. 


the Bible without thought. When you read the 
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ſomething to entertain you: was it not ſo, my dear ? 
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ame, it is juſt as you ſay; but J hope, for the fu- 
F r antrag mn ee 
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morning, and thus endeavour to draw yout mind 
to bebold the beauties of che divine records! Vou 
fee; in this ſtory, that I have now related, che 


him; what piety and fortitude appeared in the 


- Moſt High ruleth over the minds of men, and that 


| et overtook him! And what a change 


1 


Tm 


falſe gods, arid became Jews. i *. n We 
Tuey. Is uns really a true . as 5 
unt. It is, my dear. If yo wand Bead "x9? 


Lach. 1 eee the _ but I do not 


remember it.” O D, PO 
©" Aunt. — faule of children to real 


Roman Hiftory, you underſtood it; Why? becauſe 
your expectation was raiſed with the hope of finding 


75 Lucy. Indeed, my dear aunt, I muſt confeſs, with 


Aunt. In giving you alen 6 i6 L h 
adopt che fame method, which T have purſued this 


poodnefs of God to thoſe who put cheir truſt in 


queen, and what a fadden change took place from 
the king's lofs of fleep, which Theweth that the 


no weapon, formed againſt his people, ſhall proſper. 
Haman was glorying in his ſucceſs, whenz 10] ſud- 


for 
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- 


tn) 


for the poor 5 the deſpiſed Mordecal now 
raiſed to be prime miniſter, and their mortal enemy 
ad hanged! They were brought lows, but the power 
e. of God raiſed them up. 

ot | Theſe tranſactions include a period of ten years, 
I» from about the year of the world 3486 to the year 
3496, But, my dear, I fear Fur den ore think 
your viſit long. | 


' Lacy. I hope not, for 1 think E <4 


ng ſhort: I long for to-morrow ; then, with my mam- 


ur? ma's permiſſion, I will bring George and Mark.” A Re 


ith Aunt, How will you perſuade them to come? 

fus Tuc. J will tell them this ſtory. 

the Aunt. Can you remember it? 

"Me bee. Thac I can; and vm go and ll ie 
mamma, and brother and ſiſter. | 


Aunt. Tell them I intend to begin the Scripture 
Hiſtory ro, 1 go regulaity through the 
whole. a 
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Lucy. I don't love to think of Adam 


if hey had not ſinned, we might have been in Para - 


no W-. FFC 
my dear, I ſuppoſe ee Fete 
* differently. an er & 3 hne 
| Lucy, I do not believe Lſchould have done us they 


to make them happy: 
ret a | 9 | why 


* 


STORY. 
ks ra 
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why could they not 6 , when they 
were told the conſequences of diſobedience ? 

own heart, or you would not talk ſo. In order to 
convince you of your miſtake, I will relate a ſim- 
ple tale, that I met with ſome time ago.— A gentle- 
man in his walks uſed frequently to hear a man 4 
wis wife, Who laboured hard for a liveſih 
tering bitter complaints againſt Adam e * 
wontinually faying, if it had not been for Adam 
and * —— laboured m_ W 44a 
os i; and told his has Ls he 
found they were diſcontented with their preſent lot, 
und laid all che blame on Adam and Eve; in order 
to ſilence their complaints, he would take them to 
this own houſe, where they ſhould have apartments to 
themſelves; ſervants to wait on them; his carriage 


to attend chem; and his park and gardens to amuſe 


Ahbemſelves in. Oh] ſaid they, this will be a para- 
de to us! All this, ſaid the gentlemanz [hall be 
yours; and your enjoyment. of it ſhall depend on 
yourſelues. You ſhall have a table ſpread wich a 
nn but the middle diſh ſhall always 
be covered; and, if ever you uncover it, yo Hall 
| {nimediately return to your preſent ſituation. The 
eee 6—  -— 
houſe z 


r 


kanst theyrenjoped, de ame. aboder all, Ps ö 
light! every new ſoene afforded. new. pleaſure 4 | 
But, by degrees, they began to take leſs. and. leſs ſa- 
tisfaction in them; there Was no novelty; their walks 2 
were the ſame; their table abounded with .ſuper- 
fluities, but their appetites were not ſo: good as When 
they worked for their bread. Epex-conſd ans who 
this, nor of that diſh; I wonder, faid the wife, wh 
is under that covered diſh. 12 2 12 HA GUS ei of h 
Lucy. L. think if I had been in (vir. Keen v | 
nem up the cover, and peeped. „ 
George. I am aa have feen whos was 
Fe 3 a 2 
Maria. 1 5 _ 
Aunt. My dear 3 eh 3 3 | 
their whole happineſs ſeemed. to depend on the know- 
ledge of what was under this one diſh; and they 
agreed together gently to lift up the cover, and peep; 
which was immediately done; when, to their great 
aſtoniſhment, away ran a little mouſe. They ſawy 
their folly, but it was in vain to upbraid each other. 
The fact was diſcovered, and the gentleman ſent 
them back to their own cottage, where they. returned : 
to their labour, never more laying the blame of their 
condition upon Adam and Eve; being taught by fa- 
tal experience, that they ſhould have done. the r | 
N * in their ſituation. 1 Wen 
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Gee. Pray, aunty is this an 
BY N "I 
- hs the ſtory be true or riot; it gives us a true 
picture of human nature; and it was for that purpoſe 
1 rr dauer an ths Pa -29-f 

beginr FE Goa "ny the 3 . 
©: as; "the ſun, moon, and ſtars ; the birds, 
beaſts, and fiſhes; and, on che fixth day, God cre- 
_ ated Adam and Eve, and placed them in the Gar- 
den of Eden; and reſted on che feventh day. What 
partieular duty, my dear children, is ineulcated by 
, God's reſting on the ſeventh day ? 
Lucy; That we ſhould reſt a ſeventh part dice 0 
time from worldly buſineſs, and devote it to God. 
Aunt. You are right, my dear; the ſabbath is to 
be entirely the Lord's; we are not to worſhip the 
- Lord part of the day, and ſpend the reſt in idle walks, 
or 'vain amuſements; for God will not be diſobeyed 
_ with/impunity, and he hath faid, Remember to rep. 
TAY. | 
8 Lacy. In what part ef the void ve, the Garden 
| of Eden Nerd ia 


_ - 447 Fant. Tt appears to have Wen ſituated in that part, 


Which was aſterwards called Chaldea, to the eaſt of 
Canaan, and probably not far from ancient Babylon, 
having Northern Arabia on the weft, Perſia on the eaſt, 
Aſſyria on the 1 Meſopotamia on the 

north-weſt, 


1 T9 ” „ 
[i W Ms 
- weſt, and Hiddekel, or Tigris, on. the eaſt, beg; 
united in Eden, watered: the garden; arid then; yun-- 
ning a little ſouthward, parted: again into..the.two- . «“ 
ſtreams of Gihon on the eaſt, and Piſon.on. thenweſt,, - 
both OY themſelyes a the: Brian. . 
| + Gums: What did Adam and Eve do bp 
— e They employed themſelves in dreſſing it. 
And God bleſſed them, and gave them dominion over 
the beaſts of the earth, and over the ſiſhes of the ſea, 
and the fowls of the air. And God ſaĩd unto Adam, 
Of all the fruits and herbs . of the garden thou mayeſt 
freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil thou ſhalt „ * | 


thereof thou ſhalt furely die. 4, 1 
Luc. Why "wan this troe-calledichi: 8 
knowledge of good and evil ? or off oft eee 


Aunt. Becauſe drang fork the frait N 
in obedience to God's command, the knowledge of 
good would be enjoyed; but by eating of it, in di 
- obedience to God, n of evil GC 
I introduced.” l 

Lucy. Dia Gel ſpeak u PURE himkr? 

Aunt. Yes, my dear; the intimate communion 
they had with God: conſtituted their Felicity. Thus 
were they in this happy ſtate, when that malignant 


1 
he "EDU as $2 r 
2 2 + ks 4 n 


— * 
x "= hy A 9 9 LIFT q : _ ; 6 N * 4 , 
* 11589 Rn Rr n F eee . 2 heb 21 a " 
* * AS. \ - 8 "4 a at a EI AYE OO TOW LY 1 * Ih + a * N 

7 ; S ; : * SY e 3 N # - 4 n bath 1; a 

5 4 - "WOT 8 . 4 SO * 

Load © a . — * > 5 "Hs 

- 4 


| de mankind; the dev dtrmine to rr 


5 — n en e ee eee 
0 e wmping them 19 xt of th 6 forbidden 
= mel fo net ill . 
n Where 8 n "Ws 
© Aunt. His original habitation was in Bae but 
bes being joined by many more wicked angels, re- 
- belled againſt ord God qui thank eee e 
n n 
Maria. What ſort of a place is bell? F: od 
; Aunt. It is a place of darkneſs, torment, l 
2 been from God; where they are continually 
bdating God, and hating one another. This wicked 
ſpirit ſau man's happineſs, and wiſhed: to make him 
ſin againſt God; perhaps he heard God's prohibition; 
I» and might think, if he could but tempt them to diſ- 
_ obedience, he ſhould make them as miſerable as him- 
ſelß and ſo fruftrate the deſigns of God. With this 
view he enters into the ſerpent, as being more ſubtle 
than any of the beaſts; and ſays to the woman, Hath 
God faid, Ye ſhall not eat of every tree of the gar- 
den: And the woman faid unto, the ſerpent, We 
may eat of every tree of the garden, but of the fruit 
of the tree, which is in the midft of the garden, God 
or faid, Ye mal e ere e ye touch 
= FR * Auris. 
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Aria. Pray; undes je ſerpents tall? Fark l 
cc If you recollect, the devil — | 
0 3 andi it was che deyil that was now; ſpeaking 
unto Eve in the ſerpent. And the ſerpent ſaid unto 
the woman, Ve ſhall not ſurely die: ſor God deth 
know, that in the day ye eat thereof, your eyes ſhall 
be opened; dere ſhall be as Gods, knowing good 
and evil. \ i tie aa o; IF 142300 a thats 
2 Lage ben bias dhe in hen Gate? Ade 
Aunt. That was what the father of lies pleaſed 
tell them; and Eve liſtened to his ſubtle inſimus- 
tions: for hen ſhe ſaw the tree that it was god 
for food, and that it was pleaſant to the eye, and-a 
tree to be deſired to make one wiſe, ſhe took theteof, 
2 did eat, and gave alſo to her huſband, ani he dt 
eat. And the eyes of both of them were openeck 
. e ee eee e be WIE 
ix fold be. not ef ork 7 585 
Aunt. Ah, ae eee their 
eyes opened to behold! not that they were Gods, but 
Alen creatures, And they: perceived that they were 
naked, and hey plaited fig leaves together, and male 
them aprons; for the glory of the Lord'had.depaited: 
from them, and they were aſhamed.. ' > # © 
Maria. But God faid they ſhoulddie. | 1177 
Aunt. They did immediately feel the worſt of 
deaths; they were dead to God; dead in treſpaſſts and 
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| | the preſence: of the Lord, among the trees of the 
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temporal death. In this ſituation they heard the voice 
ef God inthe garden; and they hid themſelves from 


2 n he. Lord God W unto bree 
afraid, becaufe I was naked; and I hid myſelf/- And 
 Godfaid, Who told thee that thou waſt naked? Haſt 
ane tree, whereof : I commanded thee 


x that thou ſhouldſt not eat? And the man faid, The 
e e eee 7.4 ar es bee wt 


TLuey. Why this een res God at 
e could Eve ay? has gas doch; bas 
Aunt. She faid, This: Erpent beguiled mes amd: 


ens. Then the Lord pronounced ſentence on 
each. Ta the ſerpent he ſaid, Becauſe thou baſt done 


mis, thou art-curfsd above every beaſt of the field; 


and I will put enmity between thee, and the woman, 
und between thy feed and her ſeed; it ſhall bruiſe 
cy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. This not 
only referred to the ſerpent, but likewiſe to the devil, 


© bruiſing his head refers to the Meſſiah, who is here 
ctulled the ſeed of the woman, and was afterwards 


{manifeſted for this purpoſe to deſtroy. the works af 
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the devil. God alſo pronounced ſentence on the 
woman, that her ſorrows ſhould be multiplied. And 
unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt eaten of the 
tree; of which 1 \thee not t0 eat, curſed 


is the ground for thy fake; in the ſweat of thy brow 
ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground, 


out of which thou waſt For duſt thou art, aj, 
unto duſt ſhalt chou return. And God clothed them 
s; and turned them out of the 
t0 till. and es the 
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tdi 207 nit uf DI i brow 149 wor? 
| * RAY, (un; e e wee Cain an a 
| Hine, Cain ba "EN bey ute | 
bo din born after their parents had been turned out of 
paradiſt fur ſinring againſt God. Abel was'a keeper 
of leepꝭ and Cain was a tiller of the ground. And 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering 
unto the Lord: Abel alſo brought of the firſtlings of 
His flock. And the Lord had reſpect unto Abel and to 
his offering; but, unto Cain and to his offering, he 
had not reſpect. And Cain e 
5 SP 
- Lucy. Why had God more reſpeRt to Abel's offr- 


414 


"8 ing than to Cain's ? 5 : 


Aunt. Becauſe Abel's was offered in faith, as you 

may ſee in Heb. xi. 4. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
that God had given them directions concerning 
+ acrifices, which Abel obeyed, but Cain deſpiſed, fol- 
lowing his own inventions: yet God condeſcended 
to expoſtulate with him; telling him, that if he did 


well, be 3028 accepted, but if he did not well, 
— door. 


* George, 


* 2 * x 


diet 


ul 
e 
S 
bk 
d 


Adam and Eve, to ſee their dear Abel à breathleſs 


992 0 25 5 
a He had ag to-follow te example o his 
brother, and'be happy. 27 1 BAY 
' "Aunt, But that was not + kis ;nclination.” And be 0 


| went into the field; and talked with his brother. 


Maria. 1 thould 12 A * to know hat he 

kid to him. th +3 #3 vel Biz | 
' Hunt, As be Almighty as Bor ah „ 

cord it, I cannot inform you ; but this we know, - 


that his paſſions ſo fur got the better of all-natural = 


affection, that he roſe up, and flew his brother Abel 
thereby involving himſelf; his father, and mother m 
the deepeſt diſtreſs.” What muſt be the feelings f 


corpſe, .and that by the hands of his brother! But 
the ſcene is too ſhocking * to dwell upon. Cain from 
thenceforth became a fügitive and vagabond: and he 
left his father and mother, and ſettled in another 
place, and built a city. I. hope, my dear children, 
you will guard againſt envious paſſions : inſtead of 
hating any for being good, rather endeavour to fol- 


low their exam aple, by which you may attain every 


thing which i is ande _ n. in de charac- 
Lords 


Lucy. But Adam ail Eve muſt have dad great 


many children. 


Aunt. Undoubtedly they had; yet FED is rr | 
little more recorded, for above a thouſand: years, 
| vol. I. 7 3 than 
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aue Ne 


( 26 
than the names of theigatriarchs,! or heads of fami- 
les, in that line from which. Noah deſcended : and 
” - theſe-all died; except Enoch, wWho was a very holy 
a he walked, with God; and God took 
him. By this time there. yere;multitudes of people, 
and they were very wicked, and it repented the Lord 
that he had made man. And the Lord determined to 
 Geltroyexery Lving creature, but Noah found fayour 

in his ſight. And the Lord told him what he in- 

| HCY him directions to make an ark, 
to fave. himſelf and family, while all the reſt, of. the 


world.thould bedeſtroyed withan overwhelming flood. 
The ark was to be ſo conſtructed that it might float 


onſcthe waters. And God ordered Noah to take of 
dme clean clean, beaſts by: ſevens, that is, thoſe proper for 
1 food or facrifice, and of the unclean, that were not 

| — -Ait-for either, by pairs, and of the fowls by ſevens... 


£ 1 * 2 How . could he catch them, Apply che 
= e, He ha. gare che commandment, "made 
= [Tae the birds and beaſts come to Noah; and 


8 they went into the ark with him; and his 
family; and the Lord ſhut them in. 
ae. How many were there in N ih 
* into the ax? 1 
Aunt. The family of Noah conſiſted of eight; per- 
Sz Noah and his wife, with his three ſons, Shem, 


1 3 , Ham, 
z 4 A | ; . : 
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that have lived from that period dowi to the preſent 


Lucy. T wonder whether Noah told the people 
that dare Was a Hood . _ would drown 
them all. 2 13% xt” 

Aunt. Won will find: Noah ee warned 
them to repent; if you refer to 2 Pet. ĩi. 5. whos. 
is expteſsly called; a preacher of righteouſneſs. 


Aunt. But then it was too . Te day would * 
believe Noah, nor did they repent of their uns at 
his preaching: they deſpiſed him as a fool and 3 


madman ; but now they ſee, he was. an wiſe to 
ſalvation; he is ſaved, and they | | 


yed. This ark 
is a type or emblem of Jeſus Chriſt : All that: were in 
the ark were ſafe; and all that are found in Chri 


ſecute; and will be happy. in heaven; while: fa a 
who are out of Chriſt will be deftroyed./.  , {4} 


And it rained forty days and forty nights, andevery.. - 
living creature died; and the higheſt mountains were 
covered with water. After one whole year the waters 
were dried up; and God commanded Noah and hie. 


family to go out of the ark. And Noah offered up a 
burnt offering to the Lord, on an altar which he had 
abs And God: bleſſed Noah and his. ſons; and 
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Zod made a covenant with Noah, that there ſhould 
no more be a flood to deſtroy the earth; and God 
kt CY 1 eee Tat ae e him 
mee n e % 

"George. Is that what we elle rainbow? 

" Aunt. It is. | 
— A gentleman, at our heels Whew ay; 
gave us an account of a very great flood; that de- 

Aunt. The bow is a token of God's mercy to us, 
but” he needs not any thing to remind him of his 
romiſes : though God ſays, be will not deſtroy 
the earth any more by a flood, yet that does not im- 
ply that he will not deſtroy any part; for partial floods 
are no uncommon things, but ariſe from; natural 
cauſes; there are low grounds which are overflowed 
at particular ſeaſons of the year; ſometimes the rains 
come ſo unexpectedly, that there is not ſufficient 
time to remove the cattle to higher grounds, and 
a ccordingly many have periſhed ;- and the banks of 
the rivers have often been broken down by the rapi- 
dity of the ſtream, ſo that the In Oy. has 
boden laid under water for miles. | K 

* The: 1 hope, n you will Werigg me 22 5 iner. | 
"Hit My dear; 1 with 21 e per fes — 
ever 


(Ce 


wen zen think; 18 — | * 


remove your doubts, or rectify your miſtakes. ;{.//./, 
Lucy. Then, my dear aunt, I will trauble - 


once more. Pray can you inform me which of No- 


ah's ſons we are deſcended from ;- a8 yon intimated 


juſt now that all who have lived in che world ſince 


chat time are deſcended from one or other 
+ Aunt: That part of the world which x. 


. 


was occupied by the poſterity of Japheth; wh | ſe, 8 


merous deſcendants peopled almoſt all Europe, 3 
great part of Aſia, and probably the Whole ef Amen 
rica. There was a remarkable prediction delivered 

by Noah, a little before his death, in which ſomę of 
the principal events that ſhould befal his poſterity are 
particularly pointed out. This prophecy has been gra- 
dually receiving its accompliſhment, in different ages 
and nations, down. to the preſent time. But ĩt would 


lead me too far to enter upon that ſubject. nom, 
| You will ſee a particular illuſtration. of it in Biſhop 


Newton's Diſſertations. on the Prophecies, Which 
your mamma will put into your hands, when you are 
a little older, and better able to underſtand it. S369} 
.» George. Were the people who lived. after the rd 
leſs wicked than thoſe who lived before? 


Aunt. Human nature, my dear child, 3s dl hve N 


in every age. There is a conſtant propenſity in the _ 
heart of man, when left to himſelf, to; ſin-againſt | 
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God. Thu we are aſſured of, upon an authority 
which cannot err. See Gen. vi. 5, where it is ex- 
preſsly ſaid, And God ſawy that the wickedneſs of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
che thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
Now, left we ſhould conclude that this referred only 
to the ſtate of mankind before the deluge, the ſame 
thing is repeated after that event had taken place. 
See chap. viii. 21, of the ſame book, where the Lord 
fays, I will not again curſe the ground any more for 
man's fake, for the imagination of man's heart is 
evil from his youth. This diſpoſition of the heart 


was very ſoon. manifeſted by the conduct of thoſe 


who lived after the flood: for one of the firſt things 
related of them is, that they ſaid one to another, Let 
us build us a city and a tower, whoſe top may 
reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name, 
leſt we ſhould be ſcattered abroad upon the face of 
the earth. Accordingly they began to build, but 
the Lord was diſpleaſed; and he came down and 
confounded their language; for till this time, they all 
ſpoke one language. And they could not under- 
ſtand one another; and they ealled the age or 
City, Babel, that is, confuſioͤn. 
Maria. But had _ _— ant my uſed to 
| 4 INE Une 
Aunt. Tbey uni had; and 2 be 
from each other, and were ſcattered over the face of 
the 
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the whole earth, and became different nations, ſpeak- | 
ing various languages, — has men to this 
very day. 
"Lucy. Then their deſigns were defeated. 
Aunt. They had two objects in view; one was 
to make themſelves a name, and the other to prevent 
their being ſcattered abroad, in both of which they 
were diſappointed; for it is very remarkable, we are 
not told the name of any one of theſe Babel builders, 
but they are left to periſh in total obſcurity; and the 
miraculous confounding of their languages obliged 
them to ſeparate ſooner than they otherwiſe need to 
have done. Thus the Lord taketh the wiſe in their 
own craftineſs, and the counſel of the froward is car- 
ried headlong. To-morrow we hat _ 2 
| 2 of Abraham. a 


. 
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DIALOGUE II. 


George. FE might have had a ride this morn. 


ing, . aunt, but we preferred hearing 
the hiſtory of Abraham. 


. Aunt. He was a man renowned for his faith, od, 
EO obedience to God, at whoſe command he 
dhe World left his father's houſe, and went into a 


2083. ſtrange country, at the age of ſeventy five. 
And God promiſed to guide him in the way which 


be ſhould go, and to make of him a great nation: 


relying on this promiſe, Abraham departed, taking 
with him Sarah his wife, and Lot his brother's ſon, 
and his ſervants, and all his ſubſtance, and went into 
the land of Canaan. And the Lord appeared unto 
him, and bleſſed him, promiſing to give all the land 
of Canaan to his poſterity. | 
George. Had they houſes to live in ? | 
Aunt. No, they had not; theydwelt in tents : their 

_ riches conſiſted much in cattle ; and when the paſ- 
turage of one place was conſumed, they removed to 
another. Abraham was very rich; he had large 
I flocks 
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flocks and herds of cattle, with . and ſilver i in 5 
abundance. 055 

Tucy. I think he could not enjoy it much, while 
moving from one place to another. 

Aunt. My dear, you will ever find that the enjoy- 
ments of this world can of themſelves yield no ſolid 
ſatisfaction to the poſſeſſor; but when we feel, as 
Abraham did, that ourſelves and all we have are at 


the diſpoſal of God, then we ſhall be happy in any 


place or ſituation; Lot alſo, Abraham's kinſman, 


had tents, and flocks, and herds. And Abrahams 


ſervants and Lot's ſervants diſagreed. Abraham then 
ſpake to Lot, faying, Let there be no ſtrife, I pray 
thee, between us or our ſervants, for we are bre- 
thren ; our ſubſtance is too great for us to dwell to- 
gether: let us, therefore, ſeparate; chooſe thou, 
either to the right or to the left. Obſerve, my dear 
- that happineſs is not increaſed by riches. 
Maria. Then I'll not wiſh to be rich. + + 
Aunt. In all probability you will be . if 
you are not. Abraham had the blefling of God 
with his riches; for God had faid unto him, In 
blefling I will bleſs the; yet you ſee he could not 
be exempt from the inconveniencies attendant on 
them. Lot and he muſt part. And Lot choſe all 
the plain of Jordan, becauſe it was a fine country, 
and well watered; and he pitched his tent near So- 
| dom, 


8] 


dom, which was a place Sabde, or rither infanoud; 
for its wickedneſs; but Lot diſregarded that, his | 
heart being ſet on increaſing his riches ; and by this 
unwiſe choice of dwelling with the wicked he was 


| ſoon plunged into difficulties and oy" and after- 


wards loſt all his ſubſtance. 
Lucy. How happened that? * N 
Aunt. He had not been long ſettled in the country 
before a war broke out: the occaſion was this; 


Bera, king of Sodom, Birſha, king of Gomorrah, 


Shinab, king of Admah, Shemeber, king of Zeboi- 


im, and the king of Bela, which is the ſame as Zoar, 


were twelve years in a ſtate of ſubjection to Chedor- 
laomer, king of Elam ; but, in the thirteenth year, 
thinking themſelves ſtrong enough to throw off the 


" yoke, they rebelled againſt him, and would ſerve him 
no longer. Chedorlaomer, being unwilling to give up 


his authority, and not having force ſufficient to ſub- 


due them himſelf, engaged the aſſiſtance of Amra- 


phel, king of Shinar, Arioch, king of Ellaſar, and 
Tidal, king of nations. The conteſt was decided in 
a 'pitched battle, which was fought in the vale of 


Siddim, and terminated in a complete victory on the 


part of Chedorlaomer, and the kings confederate 


with him; for we are informed that they took all the 
goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their en 


ſions, and went their way. It is added, And they 
Arie took 


= 0 35 85 
4 Lot, Abraham? s brother's ſon, who dwelt in 


Sodom, and his goods, and departed, Tidings, of 
this being brought to Abraham, he immediately 
armed his ſervants, amounting to three hundred and 
eighteen,, who. were trained up in his on houſe, and 
ſet off in purſuit of the conquering army, Coming 
upon them unprepared, he gained a moſt complete 
victory over them, recovered all the goods, and 
brought back. his brother Lot, and his —_ the 
women alſo, and the people. On his return from 
this victory, he was met by Melchizedec, who pre- 
ſented him with bread. and wine, and pronounced 2 
blefling. upon him. This Melchizedec was a very 
extraordinary. perſon. He is called, The Prieſt, of 
the moſt high God, and is ſpoken of in the New 
T eſtament, as an eminent type. of Chriſt. His x name 
ſignifies king of righteouſneſs ; he was alſo king of 
Salem, which is, by interpretation, king of peace. 
Some time after this, we have an account of Abra- 
ham entertaining three angels. 

_._ George. Did they fly down from heaven "i 
Aunt. No; they appeared to Abraham in the Bob 
of men, as he was ſitting at his tent door. As foon 
as he faw them, he ran to meet them, and bowel him- 
{elf toward the ground, and ſaid, My Lord, if I have 
found favour in thy ſight; paſs not away, 1 pray 
"__ from thy ſervant; reſt yourſelves, 1 prey you, 

and 
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ö and partake of ſome refreſhment. And he haſted ts 


Sarah his wife to prepare it; and they did eat with 
him; and the Lord promiſed Abraham a ſon by 


Sarah. And the two men went towards Sodom; 


but Abraham ftood yet before the Lord, who con- 


verſed with him as a man would with his friend, and 


told him of his intention of deſtroying Sodom and 
Gomorrah, 

Lucy. Is this an * chat Abraham i is now talk- 
ing with? 

Aunt. By Abraham's addrefling bim as Cod, we 
cannot be at a loſs to know who he was; he could be 
no other than the Angel of the Covenant, the Lord 


| Jeſus ( Chrift, though now veiled under the form of a 


man. And Abraham undertakes to plead with him 
for Sodom. Fetch the Bible, Lucy, and read the 
18th chapter of Geneſis, from the 2 3d verſe. to is 
end. a 

Maria. I think Abraham was Very good to as 


with God for ſo wicked a place. 


Aunt. And how wonderfully, my dear children, 
does God condeſcend to anſwer his petitions, by 
aſſuring him, that if there were only ten righteous 
perſons found in the city, he would ſpare it for their 


| fakes; which is an encouragement for us to ſeek to 


the Lord, for our relations and 5 and for a 
wicked world. 
G torge. 


% 


11 


1 90 


9 Cit But God does not come and talk aa us 
as he did with ppb v and how ſhall we know 
8 that he hears us? 15 
= Aunt, We may 1 ſatisfied that the - Lick hears us, 
3 it we call upon him in truth, for his own word aſſures 


us of it Pſalm cxlv. 18, 19. We are alſo told chat 


the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
ech much, James v. 16. But, to proceed ;—The two 
angels went to Sodom 3 and Lot fat in the gate: ſee- 
ing ſtrangers, he roſe, and invited them to his houſe 


for the night; when they informed him that the 


Lord had ſent them to deſtroy that city. And in the 
morning the angels haſtened Lot, ſaying, Ariſe, take 
thy wife and thy two daughters, left thou be con- 
ſumed in the iniquity of this place: And while they 
Hngeted, the men laid hold of his hand, and of the 
hand of his wife, and of his daughters; the Lord be- 

ing merciful to him. And they ſet him without the 
city, and ſaid, Efcape for thy life; look not behind 
thee, neither ſtay in all the plain; eſcape to the moun« 


tains, Jeſt thou be conſumed. And Lot intreated 
the Lord to let him flee to à little city, which was 


near. And the Lord ſaid, I have accepted thee con- 
cerning this thing alſo, that I will not overthrow 
this city: haſte thee, eſcape thither. The ſun-was 
riſen on the earth when Lot entered Zoar, for that 
was the name of the city. Then the Lord rainec 
| vor. „ 2 upon 


FC. 


pon Sodom and Gomorrah brimſtone ad fire from 
"out. of heaven, and deſtroyed the cities, with all their 
TEE 
Te ground. 
. Le, 1 think Lots wit looked back an be. 
<ame a pillar of Alt. Ps | 
Aunt. She did ſo; akin onpebilth hit 
| ad of God, who had forbidden their looking back. 
Maria. Did. Lot ever become rich again? 
Aut. We have no account that he did, He af- 
tterwards left Zoar, and went and dwelt in a cave 
in the mountain, he and his two daughters. — But, 
we will now return to Abraham, who, according to the 
1 Fer 25 Promiſe God had made to him, had a ſon the 
3 the World, year following, whom he called Ifaac. 
= 
ö 


| Gogh He was in the hundredth year of his age 
when this child was born: and when Sarah weaned 
him, Abraham made a great feaſt. And Sarah ſaw 
Hhmael mocking her dear little Iſaac; and ſhe faid 
© Abraham, Caſt out this bond-woman and her ſon. 
Maria. Who was Iſhmael? f 
Ant. He was Abraham's fon by Hagar, Sarah's 
maid. And Abraham was grieved on account of 
nis ſon; but the Lord ſaid unto. him, Be not griev- 
ed, do as Sarah has ſaid; for in Iſaac ſhall. thy ſeed - 
be called; (here again is a promiſe of the Meſſiah;) 
ES: An nnn, 
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W creat nation, becauſe he is thy ſon. And Abraham 
ſent Hagar and Iſhmael away the next morning; and 

they wandered in the wilderneſs of Beerſheba. 

| George. I ſhould not like to live in a wilderneſs, 
becauſe I have heard that wild beaſts inhabit thoſs 

Aunt. We need fear no evil, George, if God be 

with us. Under the ſpecial care of Providence, the 

lad grew, and dwelt in the wilderneſs. When ar- 

rived at maturity, he married, and increaſed to be a 

great people, according to the promiſe: made to 


Abraham; for we have the names of Iſhmael's ſons,. "2 


which were twelve; and they were called princes, 
according to their nations. The paſterity of Iſhmael. 
are ſtill ſubſiſting in the Arabs. When you come 
to read Biſhop Newton on the Prophecies, you wilb. 
find a large account of them. Some years after this, the- 


Lord tried Abraham's faith, by commanding , plead 
kim to offer up his beloved fon, faying 3 


unto. him, Take now thy ſon, thine only 3 
fon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee into the land? 
of. Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt offering, 
upon. e mountains which 1 will tell thes 
of. fs 
Tuc. This muſt be a trial indeed I. F 

Aunt. Yet Abraham heſitated not, but obeyed 
God. Aud he roſe early in the , and took. 
; * 2 two» 


_ 


two . young men with him, and Iſaac his ſon, 


day Abraham lift up his eyes, and ſaw the place afar 
off, and ſaid unto the young men, Abide ye here, 
and I and the lad will go yonder and worſhip, and 
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luamb for a burnt offering. And they came to the 
pulwK⸗ace which God had told him of. And Abraham 
. built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and 
bound Iſaac his ſon, and laid him on the altar: and 
| called unto him out of heaven, and ſaid, Abraham, 
ſaid,” Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
. feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not withheld thy ſon, 


of his eyes, and looked, and beheld a ram caught by his 


burnt offering inſtead of his fon, And he called 


(4) 


and the wood for a burnt offering, and went unto the 
place of which God had told him. On the third 


dome again to you. And Abraham took the wood 
of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Iſaac his ſon: 
and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife: and 
they went both of them together. And Iſaac fpake 
unto his father, and ſaid, Behold the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for aburnt offering ? And 
Abraham ſaid, My ſon, God will provide himſelf a 


Abraham ſtretehed forth his hand, and took the 
Knife to flay his fon. And the angel of the Lord 


Abraham. And he anſwered, Here am I. And he 
thou any thing unto him, for now I know that thou 
thine only ſon, from me. And Abraham lifted-up 


horns in a thicket ; and he offered him up for a 


LY 


"ow 9 9” 


ET Gt & 
. 


„„ Fav 


Lord will provide. 

Lucy. If God did not mean that Abraham ftioulg- 
Nay his ſon, why did he order him to do it? 
Aunt. To try his faith; and this he did to the ut-- 
termoſt. They were three days on their journey, ſo 
that Abraham had time to conſider of the matter ; 
but he gave his ſon wholly up to the Lord; and the 
Lord accepted it, and accounted it as done, becauſe 
it was really done in heart, for the Lord looks at the 
heart. And the Lord called to Abraham a ſecond 
time out of heaven, and faid; Becauſe thou haſt done 
this thing, and haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine only ſou. 

in bleſſing I will bleſs thee; and in-thyeed ſhall all 

the nations of the earth be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt 
obeyed my voice. Now theſe things may be con- 
ſidered as typical of the myſteries of redemption, 

Abraham, at God's command, freely . gave up his 

beloved ſon. God the Father withheld not his only 

ſon, but gave him freely to ſuffer and: die for ſin- 
nets. Iſaac herein was a type of Jeſus Chriſt. luae 
at this time was a young man, and might have re- 
liſted his father, but he gave himſelf a willing ſacri- 
fice: Chriſt quitted his Father's throne, and .camg 
down from heaven; and actually died an ignominious 


death to redeem his people. But we Cannot proceed 
any farther at preſent. 


B . . 


7 the name of that place Jehovat-jireh, Aut is, the” | | 
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Moria, DD RAY, aunt, ll we hear any thing 
i more about Iſaac? 

* Upon the deathof bis mother, who died at the 
Fee We of one hundred andtwenty-ſeven years, 
the Wand his Father wiſhed to ſettle Ifaac, and ſent 
2 ns his ſervant, or ſteward, to take a wife for 
FRY from among his kindred. And the ſervant 
took preſents, and ten camels, and went into Meſo- 


potamia. And when he came to the city of Nahor, 


he prayed to God to direct and proſper him; and the 
Lord heard his prayer, and made Rebekah willing to 
go with him. She was the daughter of Bethuel, the 
fon of Nahor, Abraham's brother; but I would have 
you read the account at large in Gen. xxiv. Here 
is'a pious ſervant, who does his maſter's buſineſs 
with prayer. This is an example for us, in all our 
ways to acknowledge God, and he will direct . 


—_— 
Maria. But children have nothing to pray! for 


every thing is provided for them. ; | 
232ͤͥZ i 


lars) 


Hunt: Hate ag you do not ſo immediately 
ann God, becauſe you know / none 


of the cares and anxieties of life 3 but a little conſider- 
ation will remind you, chat in him you live, move, and 9 
have your being. Who is it that preſerves your health? 
Who gives you eyes to ſee, ears to hear, and feet to 
walk? And who can ſecure "theſe bleflings to you a 
moment longer? . None but God, on whom y 
perpetually depend: ſeek therefore to the Lord for a 
continuance of the bleſſings you enjoy, and praiſe - 
him for A bis goodneſs to you. It is neee 170 
us that N ndeſeends to hear us. 
When Abraham's ſervant had obtained Rebelabi's | 
conſent, he jntreated her friends to let him depart. - 


_ Laban wiſhed his ſiſter to ſtay with them a few 


weeks; but the fervant ſaid, Hinder me _ n 
| 1 Lord has proſpered my way. 
Tuch. 1 ſhould have been like Lavin; ok withhhhy | 
to let her go fo ſoon; ſure, he might have ſtaid a 
week or two; they could have ſpent” that time in 
viſiting their friends, and taking leave of them. 
Aunt. He is an example for all fervants to be ac- 
tive in the buſineſs they undertake, and to ſeek their 
maſter's intereſt before their own pleaſure or profit. 


Rebekah being willing to go, they ſet out on their 


(447), 


kan Rabokabi-was accompanied by her nurſe 
and maid ſervants; and they rode on camels. In the 


evening, Iſaac went out in the fields to meditate. 
nis is an exerciſe of the mind, which is both pleaſ- 
ing and profitable. The wonders God has wrought, 
and the kindneſs he has manifeſted, in the works of 
creation and providence, but eſpecially in that of re- 
demption; will ever furniſh, to the attentive mind, 
ſufficient materials for contemplation, and the fields 
are a very proper place for that employ: there we 
are free from the noiſe” and buſtle of the world, and 
if our hearts are rightly diſpoſed, may l inftruc- 
tion from every ſurrounding object. The ' time 
which Ifaac choſe for this purpoſe, is not unworthy 
dur notice; it being; as we have already obſerved, in 
+4 the evening. And Iſaac lift up his eyes, and ſaw 
| 1 the camels at a diſtance: and Rebekah ſaw him 
| | - coming towards them; being informed by the ſer- 
vant who he was, ſhe alighted from her camel, and 
put on her veil. And the ſervant gave Iſaac an ac- 
count of all' that had paſſed. And he took Rebekah 
to his mother's tent, and ſhe became his wife; and 
he loved her: and Iſaac was comforted after his mo- 
ther's death. About this time Abraham alſo took 
him a wife, whoſe 'name was Keturah, by whom he 
had ſix * and when they grew up, Abraham gave 
a ; | them 


| „„ = 1 
them gifts, and ſent them to diſtant parts to ſettle,  --} 


away from his ſon Iſaac, who was to be his heir. 


Abraham lived to the age of one hundred and ſeventy- 
five years, and then died: and his ſons Iſaac and 


Iſhmael buried him in the cave, or tomb, where Sa- 
rah his wife was buried. Iſaac was ſixty years of 
age before he had any children: then he * 


Yar * 
had two together, Eſau and Jacob: and it the World | 


W told Rebekah from the Lord, thut the elbr 8 


ſhould ſerve the younger. And the boys ied * 


Eſau was a man of the field. 
George. Did he live in the field? 


Hunt: K 


Range but he loved hunting, and purſued his plea- 
ſures in the field; while Jacob was a plain man, 
dwelling in tents. And Iſaac loved Eſau becauſe he 
did eat of his veniſon; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
© Lucy. . e e en "0m 
ae; be e 

Aunt. It is 1 very a in parents to 
f ſhow a partiality ; though I muſt ſay, I think Iſaac 
was more blameable than Rebekah; for Jacob feared 
God]; but Eſau deſpiſed religion, and ſold his birth- 
right to Jacob for a meſs of pottage; he likewiſe 


married two wives; one, the daughter of Beeri the 


Hittite, the other, the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 
| which were a grief to Ifiac and Rebekah. Iſiac be- 


0 * 


Woe 0 


=. \ing_now very old, and ſuppoſing his departure near, 


46 ) 


wiſhes to bleſs his ſons before he dies, and tells Efau 
W get him ſome veniſon, that he might eat, and his 

1 ſoul ſhould bleſs him: but Jacob, by his 
the World mother's inſtructions, obtains the bleſſing 


. from his facher, which Iſaac Mn for 


Eſau, 


Maria. Ws eee i 
Aunt. Fetch the Bible, and — the e 


Fs chapter of Geneſis. 


Tucy. Iam ſurpriſed that Jacob ſhould tell ſuch a 


wilful lie; and, ſtill more, that his mother ſhould put 


him upon it: ſurely, aunt, ſhe did not think the fame 


of lies as you do. I remember two or three years 


380, I told you a lie, and you were very angry with 
me: yet that did not convince me of the evil of it; 
my ſorrow was from vexation at being found out. 
Vou obſerved this, took me into your own room, 


made me kneel down, and prayed to God to forgive 


me: and thus you convinced me of the evil of lying: 
but, ſurely, neither Jacob nor anne about 
God's being angry with them. | 
Ant. The mind of God eee fally-evealel 

in thoſe early days as now: but God diſcovered his 


- diſpleaſure at their fin in the puniſhment of it. Re- 


bekah was informed Eſau threatened to kill his bro: 


ans a te: 
rr. | doubt, 


0 * T 


© 


doubt, he daily expected: : this aliction Rebekah had. 


brought on herſelf; but, to prevent the fatal conſe- 


quences of Eſau's rage, ſhe contrived to obtain Iſaacꝰs 


conſent to ſend Jacob to Laban her brother, to get 


him a wife: and ſhe ſent him away ſecretly, that his 


brother might not know where he was gone. Thus FEA 


ſhe parted with her beloved ſon; and it does not ap- 
pear that ſhe ever ſaw him again. Jacob ſet off to- 


wards Padan-aram : upon the way, it was revealed to 


him in a 9 what . God would beſtow on 
his poſterity. {54 FY 

Maria. Had he this willow in his 10 at an 
inn? 


Aunt. There were no inns in CA PROT it was 


common for perſons to receive ſtangers, and lodge 


them ; but whether . Jacob took an unfrequented 


path, that his brother might not purſue him; or whe- 
ther night came on before he got to any houſe, I | 
cannot tell: but the e nn | 


a ſtone for his pillow. 


Maria. What an uncomfortable nigh he muſt. 
have! 
Aunt. On the 3 it was 3 hn wad to 
him; for it was at this time that he had that remark- 
able ee, e | 
do on : N ee a 8 


: * . 8 
, n vary 4 


| Co) | 
Auris. I have often bend of Jacob's ladder, but 


1 never rightly underſtood what was meant by it. 


Aunt. It appeared to him to reach from heaven to 
earth; and he ſaw the angels of God aſcending and 
deſcending upon it. This may be conſidered as a 
type of Chriſt, who is the Mediator between God 
and man; and our Lord himſelf ſeems to allude to 
it, John i. 51, where, ſpeaking to Nathaniel, he ſays, 
Hereafter you ſhall: ſee heaven open, and the angels 
of God aſcending and deſcending upon the Son of 
Man. Beſides this viſion, the Lord made many pre- 
Gious promiſes to him, reſpecting not only his own 
preſervation, but the grant of Canaan to his poſte- 


_ rity, and, above all, that in his feed all the families 


of the earth ſhould be bleſſed; which had its ultimate 
neee in the Meſſiang. | 

Lucy. Then it muſt be a ſweet dad what. | 
Aunt. Indeed it was ; for, when he waked, he 
ſaid, Surely God is in this place]! And he called the 
name of the place, Bethel, that is, The Houſe of 
God. He ſeems never to have forgotten this mani- 


feſtation of the divine preſence z for we frequently 


find' him, ſpeaking of God, as the God who ap- 


peared to him at Bethel. And in the morning he 


ſet up a ſtone of remembrance, declaring, that if he 
returned in peace, he would build an altar there, where 


che Lord had d appeared unto him. The preſence of 


God 


WE ze, Ro OS. 
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fee his ſin in his puniſhment; he had deceived Iſaac, 


I) 1 


God would turn the moſt dreary deſert into a garden 
of delights. When he arrived at Padanaram, he inquir- 
ed of ſome ſhepherds, if they knew Laban; to which 
they replied in the affirmative, adding, chat his daughter 
Rachel was coming with the ſheep to water. Ja- 
cob, when he ſaw Rachel, made himſelf known to 
her: upon which ſhe ran and told her father; and 


he came forth to meet Jacob, and embraced him, 


and took him to his houſe 5 and he abode with him 
the ſpace of a month. And Laban faid unto him, 
Becauſe thou art my fiſter's ſon, ſnouldſt thou ſerve 
me for nought? tell nie what thy wages ſhall be. 
And Jacob loved Rachel, and ſaid, I will ſerve thee 
ſeven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. This 
was conſented to, on the part of Laban: but, on the 

with his eldeſt daughter Leah. Here Jacob might 


and now is deceived himſelf. 

Li. nnn Laban give for ding 
07 

ale. eee cuſtora of their; nu 
try to give the younger before the elder ; but that he 
ſhould have Rachel alſo, if he would ſerve him feven 
years more, which he willingly Ei for the 


love he had for her. 


vo. 1. 25 F | | Gage ; 
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George. Then he had deo wives; ſure chis _ 
Aiplealing wo God!  _ 
Aut. e 
eee eee you will therefore 
naifeſted his diſpleaſure no otherwiſe than by the con- 
ſequences that followed, and the domeſtic quarrels 
Which it occaſioned. - A conſtant unhappineſs ſub- 
ſiſted between theſe two ſiſters : out of vexation to 


wives ſo that Jacob had four wives. Leah had fix 5 
ſons, and one daughter; and Bilhah and Zilpah the 
any: at laſt ſhe had a ſon, whom ſhe named Joſeph. 
Jacob was now deſirous to depart, and return into 
ſſerve him ſix years more for part of his flock ; and 
ae bleſſed him with a great inereaſe. After 
"tie" Jacob had been twenty years in Pada- 
the World naram, he ſet out on his journey home- 
een . wards, with all bis family and ſubſtance. 
Now the names of his ſons were as follow ; Reuben 
bulun, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Aſher, and Joſeph. 
Theſe, with Benjamin, who was born ſhortly after, 


each ather, they gave their maid ſervants to be his , 


1 5¹ * 5 8 
keel from whom the relre tribes are Gua. 
nated. - 

Jes I wonder Laban would part wit dv 
ters. 

en Jodi e A ne 
fore went without . een | 
in-law. i | 
Maria. They — e ee W 
Aunt. They were, and purſued after fund; ber 
God appeared for him, and, in a dream, told Laban 
not to moleſt him. Mark, my dear children, how: 
God protects thoſe that love him: perhaps Laban: 
intended taking his daughters by force from Jacob, 
but God reſtrained him; and. he was ſatisfied with 
taking his leave of them, and bleſſing them. No 
ſooner was Jacob delivered from this embarraſſinent,. 
but he had tidings that his brother Eſau was coming 
to meet him with four hundred men, and he was: | 
much alarmed: he pictured to himſelf his brother im 
a rage, ſlaying the mother with the children; but he: 
carried all his diſtreſſes to the Lord, and prayed to- 
him for deliverance; and he obtained a gracious an- 
ſwer. It was on this occaſion that God nn 5 
name from Jacob to Iſrael. * 

Lucy. Then he bad nothing to do, but to vat his. 
brother e * was ſure of deliverance from 


his rage. 


TE: | a" 


( 52 ) 
- Aunt. He had a general promiſe of being bleſſed, but 
no particular intimation of the way in which the Lord 
would deliver him : therefore, the next morning, 
Jacob ſent preſents to Eſau, and arranged his family 
in companies: he put the maid ſervants and their 
children firſt, e eee 
and Joſeph laſt. | 
George. Why: did he not let chem all go toge- 
ther? 
Aunt. Becauſe if Efau he 
others might eſcape. And Jacob went forwards, and 
met his 1 Ke TAR ge ING 
sn! YR} oy | 
Aunt. No; to embrace him; for the Lord 0 
changed his heart towards his brother. And Eſau 
liſted up his eyes, and ſaw the women and children, 
and ſaid, Whoſe are theſe? Jacob anſwered, They 
are the children which the Lord hath graciouſſy 
given thy ſervant. Eſau made him an offer to ac- 
company him, which Jacob declined accepting, on 
account of the children and cattle, which could not 
travel witk ſpeed; and they parted amicably. In 
this journey, Rachel, the beloved wife of Jacob, died, 
and in her departing hours, preſented him with an- 
other ſon, whom ſhe named Benoni, the ſon of my 
- forrow; but this renewing Jacob's grief, he changed 


t 8) 
it to Benjamin, a term which ſignifies, the ſon-of my 
' right-hand. At length Jacob came to Iſaac his fa-- 
| ther, and dwelt with him. Iſaac lived to be one hun- 
dred and eighty years of age, and then died; and his 
ſons, Efau' and Jacob, buried him. The next time 
we meet we {hall begin the hiſtory of Joſeph. - 


* 
* 
* 
. 
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DIALOGUE V. hag 
George. F N OOD morning to you, aunt. Now 
for little Joſeph. 
Aunt. Joſeph was of an amiable diſpoſition ; and 
his father loved him more than all his children, and 
made him a coat of many colours. | 
Lucy. And that made his brothers hate him? 
Aunt. It did fo ; and he told his father of their evil 
George. But he ought not to have told tales. 
Aut. It does not appear that he did it out of ill- 
will, but. with a view to reclaim them: we ought 
never to connive at fin though it be in our elders ; 
but his brothers hated him for it, and could not 
peak peaceably to him. 

Tuch. Poor Joſeph muſt have had an e 

ble life. 

Aunt. Thats is 80 heppinels where 1 and 
Aſters determine to diſagree. I hope, my dear child - 
ren, if envy ſhould ariſe in your hearts, you will im- 
mediately ſuppreſs it. If your brother or ſiſter is 
more careſſed than you, you ought to ſuſpeR there 

is 


Lees 
„„ —ͤ—ũ— — ! 2 — — ' EE. 


and und; it, "__ w__ they A 1 


(Ss) 1 
is Ap wrong-in your condudt. Watch over 
all your actions, obſerve wherein you are. defective 


1255. We, ant you think Jam was mar 
excellent than his brothers. 


flaw in it, except that there ann | 
in telling his brethren his dreams. 
 Geerge, Pray what were his trens? wn you 
be ſo kind as to relate them to us? | 
Aunt Ho went e eee ano 
them, I hove dreamed a dream. We were all bind - 
ing ſheaves in the field, and lo, my ſheaf aroſe, and 
ſtood upright! and, behold, your ſheaves ſtood 
round about, and made obeiſance to my ſheaf! And 
his brethren were angry, and ſaid, Shalt thou in- 
deed reign over us And he had another dream 
which he told his brethren. And, he faid, I have 
dreamed again; and, bebold, the fun, moon, and 
eleven ſtars made obeiſance to me. And his brethren 


hated him, and called him, The Dreamer. This 


cream he told his father, who reproved him, and 
faid, Shall I and thy mother and brethren come to 


bow down to thee ? Some time after this, his father 
Sas aa h lg 


£ 


_- Hunt. Certainly he was; oo hm EN 


of inane bans e ee but Joſeph is a cha- 
rater worthy. of imitation ;. I do not recolle& any 


; 
| 
; 
? 
g 
j 
. 


4s) 


ſent him to Shechem, which was nbout forty miles 


diſtant, where hw Perg were 1 ad "Ow 
Kocks. IFRS -Y „ * 
George. If I had hoo Jop a would not doe 


Sone; he knew they hated him: 


Aunt. 1 hope, George, 3 — 


IF be willing to follow Joſeph's example, who went at 


his father's cor — As ſoon as his brethren ſaw 
him, when he was yet afar off, they conſpired againſt 
kim, and ſaid one to another, Behold this dreamer 
cometh ! let us ſlay him, and caſt him into ſome 


. ee, 


dreams. 8 21 


= Zach. That was an Bs eee eee 
coming true: but how very wicked! Poor Joſeph, W 
„ I EO mee d eee 
with! © CEOS 

Aunt. 3 reboiled ut their bloody in- | 


tention :/ and he faid, Let us not kill him; 8 
„ e e | 


- George. But if they had left him there, to periſh 


with hunger, it would have been worſe. 


u to eat bread- 11 Wg 
| | £ Maria, 


Hunt. Thi deſign of "Reuben was: to deliver: his 
and reſtore him to his father. When Joſeph came 
up to them, they ſeized on him, ſtripped him of his 
ry nadie i e cen | 


( 57 ) 

Maria. I have no patience'! I wonder the bread 
did not choke them! . not * n 
them immediately? © 

Aunt. Becauſe God is Full of mercy 13 com- 
paſſion, therefore he ſpared theſe men to repent of 
their crimes ; and from them aroſe the tribes. of the 
children of Iſrael. And Judah beheld- ſome Ifhma» 
elites, that were coming from Gilead, with ſpicety 
and myrrh, going down to Egypt; and he ſaid, "0 
Let us not ſlay our brother, but ſell him to thay 1 
Iſhmaelites. And they drew him up out 8 | 
of the pit, and fold him for twenty pieces the World 
of ſilver. In this Joſeph, was a typeiof 7” 
Chriſt, whom Judas ſold for thirty pieces. of ve 
the price of a flave. What muſt Joſeph's reſlections 
be, thus torn from his beloved father, evary proſpelt 
of happineſs cut off, and himſelf dragged as a flave 
20.» ter rang oops e 
exaltation. 
Ab. But what did bis brethren Gy to hs 
ud 8 

Aunt. They e eee ; 
they killed a kid, and dipped poor Joſeph's coat in the 
blood; then they brought it to their father, and faid,. 
Is not this thy fon's coat? And he anſwered, It is! 
ſome evil beaſt hath devoured him ! Joſeph my ſon. 
is rent in pieces! And he mourned for him and 


(WB) 
wept, and refuſed to be comforted. —You ſee my 
A Gear children, how one fin follows another; there= 
fore avoid the leaſt appearance of evil, and never da 
any ching you would be aſhamed to own. 
© Lucy. I could almoſt weep with poor Jacob. 
- George. Let us leave Jacob to weep. My aunt 
faid, -Joſeph was to be exalted, Avda Know aur 
for being a ſlave was not a likely way. 
Aut. God often beings about great event bythe 
maoſt unlikely means. Joſeph, who appeared deftitute 
and forſaken, was the peculiar care of Providence, who 
guided and directed him in all his ways. The Iſh- | 
maelites carried him down into Egypt, e vu 
Loy Potiphar, captain of king Pharaoh's guard: 
"George. If I had been Jofeph, | td hve dn | 
| nothing but cry; or elſe I would have run away! 
Aunt. Joſeph was not ſuch a little boy as you are: 
ks was . this üme about ſeventeen years of age; 
and, as it had pleaſed the Lord to ſuffer him to be a 
Mave, he ferved his maſter with faithfulneſs,” in the 
fear of God: and he was bleſſed in all his under» 
_ _ takings. And Potiphar faw that every: thing he ſet 
his hand unto profpered; and he made him overſeer or 
Reward; he had the management of every thing: 
and his maſter valued him, ſeeing the Lord was with 
him; for the Lord had bleſſed the houſe of the Egyp- 
tian for Joſeph's ſake. But he had a very wicked 


= 


9 ov . AC Et Ahab 


+ 


F CY 28076 „ 


{ 59 ) | 
_ miſtreſs, / who falſely accuſed him to dae 


by. which means he was caſt into priſon. ' | 
_. George. To.priſon ! What, has the Lord Wee 
50 re pai ger to pri- 
: Annan 
8 5 over ! 9 90 
Aunt. eee e eee ; 
cache heed hed not forſaken Joſeph 3 though 
in priſon, he was ſupported with the conſolation that 
he had not ſinned againſt his God: and this priſon 


was another ſtep towards his advancement. 


George. I now wonder more and more Lindon 9 
2 n Did an 1 


him out again? 
Aunt. No: God by his prov 3 hence. it 


hw: God was with Joſeph and bleſſed him, fo that 


he found favour with the keeper of the priſon; and 


his Baker offended their lord the king: and he ſent 


them to the priſon, where Joſeph was; and the keeper 


he committed all the priſoners to his care. Some 
time after this, the Butler of the king .of Egypt and 


committed them to his care. One morning he ob- 


ſeryed them to look very ſadly, and kindly inquired 


the cauſe : they ſaid, they had each dreamed a dream, 


and there was no interpreter. I ſuppoſe they alluded 


to their magicians; whom they could not now apply 


* 


not prove true. 


(4 
10. Joſeph faid, Do not interpretations b to 


God? tell me them, I pray you. And the Butler 
told Joſeph his dream, ſaying; In my dream, behold 
a vine was before me, having three branches, which 

dare cluſters of ripe grapes; and I took the grapes 
and preſſed them into Pharaoh's cup, and gave the 


cup into Pharaoh's hand. And Joſeph ſaid unto 
bim, This is the interpretation: within three days 
ſhall the king reſtore thee to thy place, and thou 
ſhalt deliver tte cup into the king's hand 3 but think on 
me when. it fhall be well with thee, and ſhew kindneſs 


unto me, and make mention of me unte the king; 


for I have done nothing that they ſhould put me into 
this dungeon. Then the Baker told his dream, 
which was to this effect, That he had three white 
baſkets on his head, in the uppermoſt of which was 
all manner of bake-meats for Pharaoh, and the birds 
did eat them out of the baſtet on his head. And 
Joſeph ſaid unto him, This is the interpretation: 


within three days the king will order thee to. be 


eee e 6 * 


from off thee. 


Lucy. I pity the poor Baker: what ſhoeking tid 
ings! CO IT W e 


Aunt. Doubtleſs he aid; but W were vain: 


Wo third Say the king ordered his ws be hanged, 


and reſtored the Butler to his place. 
Gerrit. 


Err bd. eters 


(ehr ) 
-. George. Now. poor Joſeph will get out of priſon, 


For to be ſure, enen fail ee MY 
che king for him * | 


Aunt. Proſperity often makes 1 ) men 3 thoſe 


who were their friends in adverſity ;;, which was the 


_caſe with the Butler, who forgot SE + ORE 
| inained two years longer in priſon. 8 
Seorge. And pray, aunt, how did be get gut at the | 
end of that time; for 1 e r N e 
„ 
Aut. It was "occaſiogel oY two dreams which 
king Pharach had. The king, in his fleep, thought 
he ſtood by the river; and there came out of the ri- 
ver ſeven well fa oured kine,, or oxen, fat-fleſhed; 


and they fed in a meadow: and ſeven other kine 
came up after them out of the river, ill-fayoured and 


A 22 


lean-fleſhed: and the ill-fayoured and lean kine did 


eat up the well-favoured and fat kine. And Pharagh 
awake. And he flept, and dreamed again, to the 


ſame, purport, of ſeven, ears of corn- Ig the morn- 


ing, he ſent. for the magicians of; Egypt, and all te 
wiſe men, and told them. his dreams; hut her * 
not interpret them. to che King:. br, Ni e by 
— Lucy. Who were the magicians? ? 
Aunt. Men who dealt. in divination andyenchant- 
ment, and pretended to forgtel, Ca rt 
N. 1. vo tar 201215 1 e 
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deceived the people. You will obſerve that the 
"Egyptians did not worſhip the true God. 
Lucy. Then whom did they worſhip ? e 
Aunt, Many Gods, of their own inventing : there 
vere two univerſally adored, Ofiris and Iſis, which are 
thought to be the fun and moon : beſides 180. 


che Egyptians worſhipped a great number of 


55 "28 the ox, the dog, the cat, the wolf, the cro- 


codile; of all theſe animals, the bull Apis was 
the moſt famous. Magnificent temples were erect- 
| ed to him; extraordinary honours were paid him 
white he lived, and ſtill greater after his death; for 
Egypt went into a general mourning, and the fune- 
ral rites were ſolemnized with much pomp. They 
even worthipped the leeks m__ onions which t e in 
their gardens. 
Haris. How very ridiculous! What | a Wan 
people they muſt be! 2 
Au. In religious matters * certainly were; 
for when people have forſaken the true God, there is 
no abſurdity which they will not follow; but a few 
years hence, when you come to read Rollin's An- 
cient Hiſtory, you will find Egypt was renowned for 
its government, palicy, _ N W N to return 
10 our ſtory: ee 
Wen none were to be found who could interpret 
the King's dreams, then the chief Butler thought 
on Joſeph, and informed the king of the dream, 
| 4 Which 


* 


6 
which. he himſelf, had in priſons; and by whom. i, 7 


vs interptetrd. Upon this: Joſeph / was 1 f 


immediately ſent for; and he changed his the Wend 


raiment, and came in unto king Pharaoh... 3 . 
And the king ſaid unto him, I have heard of thee,” 


that thou canſt underſtand dreams. And Joſeph. 


anſwered the king, faying, It is. not in me: Cod 

ſhall give Pharaoh an anſwer of peace. My « dear. 
children, mind how Joſeph gives God the glory; I 
« It is not in me. He knew he had no more na- 
tural wiſdom than the Egyptians, and t that.it was God 
alone who had made him to differ: he had now deen 
thirteen, years in Egypt, in the midſt of an idolatrous | 
prope, yet he, as not Age is pon. the Gly 
whom he loved and adored. Then, Pharaoh told, 
Joſeph his dreams; and 1 aſeph. faig, The FINS of 
Pharaoh. is one; what God is about to do, be bath, 


| ſhewed to Pharaoh. Behold there come ſeven; Years. 


of great plenty throughout all the land. of E Egypt; 
and after that ſhall be ſeven years of, Funine ; 3 and all; 


the plenty ſhall be 7 7 for the famine ſhall 


conſume the land: . and. the dream Was, doubled unto, 
Pharaoh twice, becauſe the thing. is eſtabliſhed by 
God, and God will ſhortly bring it to pals: now, 
therefore, let the king look out a man diſcreet and. 
wiſe, and ſet him oyer the land of Egypt; chat he may 
ſtore up corn againſt the years. of famine, that the 


people periſh not. And Pharaoh ſaid unto his for= 


E3- vants, 


3% 5 
vans Ts there any like this man, in whom the ſpirit 
of God is? And he faid unto Jolephy Thow ſhale 
| be over my houſe; ant according'to thy word Tall 
all my people be ruled; only in the chrohe will 1 be 
greater than thou. And the King tock off His ring 
from his hand, and put it on Joſeph's hand, and ar- 
rayed him in veſtures of fine linen, and put à gold 
chain about his neck, and made him to tide in the 
ſecond chariot which he had; and he gave fm to 
Wife Aſenath the daughter of Poti-pherah, pr pri ieſt or 
pritice of On; and Joſeph went out over al the hand 
of Egypt. « a Fae 

Sorge. Wiki? chant ! In its aig! 
1 Thad been Joſeph, 1 f0bld baue onged to kt th 

father Enow what 2 a great man I was. on 
Aut. In time God by his drohe a 
dat about; but at preſent Joſeph was fully engaged 


il he itnportan charge committed to bim. 
George. What had 2.8 * but IO about 
TY in Ms" Clio ?: 


Lunt. He had the care of providing for 1 
nation; gathering up a ſufficient ſtore in the ſeven 
years of plenty, to preſerve them from periſhing i in the 
famine that was to follow. He certainly \ was in 2 
very honourable poſt, being next to the King ; but 
believe me, Gcorge, the throne is ſurrounded with 
cares: 2 | a pealint, with a 5 825 portion of Kind, and a 

little 


w 


4G) 


ittle cottage of his own, enjoys more eaſe” and hap- 


pineſs than a prince. Where we have good kings 
and rulers, we ſhould love and reverence enk 


though, in my pinion, they are not to be envied. 


Lucy. But I think king Pharaoh might live in 


eaſe, for he had committed the care of be ge 
Joſeph, and every thing that he did proſpered- 


Aunt. It did ſo, my dear, becauſe the Lord pack 


with him: but few kings are bleſſed with a Joſeph. 
| According as Joſeph had faid, the ſeven ef 


was in all lands. When the people bad. 


and he ſent them to Joſeph, who opened the ſtore= 


houſes, and fold corn to them: ſo there was bread in 
all the land of Egypt. And the famine extended to 


the land of Canaan. Then Jacob ſaid unto his ſons, 
I have heard there is corn in Egypt: get ye downr 
and buy ſome, that we. may live, and not die. And 
Joſeph's ten brethren went down to Egypt to buy, 
corn. But the, reception they met = Sam 
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years of dearth came on; and the dearth ee ow 


expended their own food, they cried unto Wan L 
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Maria. ert PARRY Joſeph knew his bre- 
+ © cétkren when he faw them in Egypt? 


"ED He immediately recollected them; but made 
himſelf ſtrange unto them, and treated them roughly, 
ſaying, From whence come e They anſwered, 
From the land of Cann, eo buy food. And Joſeph 
remembered his dreams; and he ſaid unto them, Ye 
are ſpies. They replied, Nay, my Lord, but to buy 
od are thy ſervants come; we ate all one man's 
ons; we are true men; thy Rrvants are no ſpies. 
And be faid,” Nay, but 10 fee the nakednefs of the 
land are pe come. They Rid; Thy ſervants are 
twelve brethren, and che ee * "ION 
our father, and one is not. 
"Maria. Whom did they mean, when they 0. 

One is not? a0 
Aunt. They meant Joſeph. When Joſeph aw 4 5 
ten of them, he might think they had made away 
with Benjamin; but when he found he was living, 
and with his father, he was determined to try their 
allection towards him, and faid unto them, Hereby 
| Hall 
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well ye be proved ye ſhall not. 26; ka a | 
your youngeſt brother come hither : ſend one of you 


and fetch your brother, that I may prove whether 


b ee ary eee 


| — rg Fo 


George. What 4id Joſeph ors wk 2 
- Awit. On the third day he ordered them. te be 
en before him: and he {aid unto. them, Let one 
of er brethren be bound in the houſe Of your gie 
ſon; and go ye, and carry corn for your families; 
but fail not to bring your youngeſt brother to me z 


ſo ſhall your words be verified, and ye ſhall not die. 


And. they ſaid one to another, We are verily guilty 
. eee in de we ogy the anguiſh 


a is this diftres come 1 And 


they knew not that Joſeph underſtood them; for he 
ſpake to them by an interpreter... And he went from 
them and wept : and he returned to them agai + 
took Simeon, and nr.. , 
oy departed, - N. gti ee 
© Dey. They hat hey auser 


| Jake. 


Aunt. They were * in * daik —— 3 


thus roughly treated, by the man who was lord of all 


Egypt. And they told their father all that had be- 


Ee made thy ou 090.000 U 5 


vi ; | Ow 
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except Benjamin went with them: and their father 

aid, My fon ſhall nat go with you; for his brother 
is dead, and if miſchief ſhould befal him, then ſhall 

my grey hairs be brought with ſorrow to the grave. 

And when they opened their ſacks, every man's bun- 

5 dle of money was in bis ſack. When they ſaw'this, 
doth they and their father were afraid. And when 
the corn was gone, Jacob ſaid, Go again to Egypt, 
and buy us ſome food. They anſwered, If thou wilt 
not ſend our brother, we will not go down. And 
their father ſaid, If it muſt be ſo, take your brother ; 

_ ariſe; and go; God Almighty give you merey be- 
fore the man, that he may ſend away Simeon and 
Benjamin. And they took a preſent for the lord of 

the 'country, and double money, and went down to- 
Egypt, and ſtood before Joſeph z who, when he faw 
his brother Benjamin, ordered his ſteward to take 
them to his houſe, and make ready; for, ſaid he, theſe 
men ſhall dine with me to-day. When they were 
conducted to Joſeph's houſe they were afraid; for 
they did not know what orders Joſeph had given, and 
they thought it was on account of the alas Om 
3 wt 
Maria. What did they do ? gone nn EY 
- Aunt: Before they Ro ar PRIN 
"A that they had found their money; and that 


| 23) 
Wen youy-felle root: Find your money!” And 


hebrought Simeon unto them. And when Joſeph eam 


home they offered their preſent, and bowed them 


* 
* 
: 
8 


9 


ſelves to him to the earth; ànd he afleed them of 


their welfare, and of their father, whether he was yet 
alive? They anſwered, Our father is in good 
health. e se 71 __ as naar 


obeiſance. © 7 TY 


Maria Now Joſeph's dreams are fulfilled; 
Lucy Not till his father rere 


Aunt. That is alfo accompliſhed; for they at that 


their father they bowed down. When Joſeph fl 
his brother Benjamin, his mother's ſony be was 


affected that he was obliged to retire into his 


ber to weep. After he had recovered himſelf, he re- 
turned to his brethren, and dined with them, and 


they ate and drank, and were merry wity bit; and 


in tke morning they Went away. tt bein 


© George. Now they will have good news to tell their 
father: how pleaſed they muſt be with the entertain 
ment they had met with e n 
it all the way home. 
Aunt. They were very den in inte diſtilling 
_ circumſtances than any they had yet met with: for 

Joſeph had ordered his ſteward to put his ſilver cup 
in Benjamin's ſack, and then told him to purſue after 


CN —- 
the men, and when he overtook them,..t0 


| taking my lord's ſilver cup? ß _ % 0705 
Lu. What could Joſeph mean by al this? 

- Funt. His deſign was to ſee how they ſtood. bh 

| fected towards Benjamin, who was now his fa- 


and hatred on that account, they had now a plauſible 
_ pretence, not only for loading him with exertion 
and reproach, but for getting rid of him entirely, by 
conſenting to the propoſal which Joſeph made. of 
leaving bim a flave in Egypt, and returning to their 
father without him. The whole of this tranſaction 
wews much wiſdom in Joſe ph, and a deep know- 
ledge of human nature, —But, to proceed: Aa 
Wben the ſleward overtook them, . im- 


mediately accuſed them of ſtealing his. lord's ſilver 


eup: but they, with a conſcious innocency, ſaid, 
God forbid that thy ſervants ſhould do any ſuch 
thing! Did not we bring our money back again ? 


ther ſilver or gold? With whomſoever the cup is 
found let bim die. And the ſteward ſearched all 
their ſacks; and the cup was found in Benjamin's 
fack. Then they rent their clothes, and were ſore. 
diſtreſſed, and returned to the city. And when they 
cms to Joſ:ph's houſe, they bowed. before him to 
1715 - the 


3 


ſay unto 
them, Wherefore have ye rewarded * for e in 


eee eng e 


bo then ſhould we ſteal out of my lord's houſe ei- | 


th 


(9) | 
the ground: and: "Joleph ld ws Guin; WARE 
is this that ye have done? 
Maria. Did they endeavour to clear tees b. | 
Aunt. How could they? for the fact was plain 


againſt them; the cup was found in Benjamin's 


ſack, and he alone appeared guilty. Judah was diſ- 
treſſed above meaſure, becauſe he had promiſed” to 


deliver him ſafe to his father: in this emergency, he ad- 
dreſſed Joſeph in a moſt pathetic ſpeech, giving him an 
account of all that had paſſed ſince their firſt coming 


to Egypt, and concluded with offering himſelf o 
abide inſtead of Benjamin, as a bondman to Joſeph. - 


But when you return home, I would have you read 
the whole of Judah's ſpeech: you will find it in 
Gen. xliv. 18, to the end. 

Lucy. This muſt be very affecting to FO IA 


Aunt. But now he had full proof that they were 
not wanting either in affection for Benjamin, or in 
reſpeR for their father, whoſe comfort and welfare 
| ſeemed to lie ſo near their hearts. He could no lon- 


ger reftrain the emotion that he felt, but faid unts 
them, Iam Joſeph your brother, whom you fold into 
Egypt. And they could pd on. IE 
were troubled at his preſence. 


Maria. They muſt expect him to be very angry. 
"Aunt. How ſurpriſed then muſt they be, when he 


aid, Be not grieved, nor angry with yourſelves, that 
* ee 


. 
* * 

os * — . et ad 

2 2 2 2 
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ee bot God didiſend.me before hon 
to preſerve life: for theſe two years hath the famine 
been in the land, and there yet remain five years : 
but God bach m h e, 0 
by a great deliverance.” - _ | 
George. I expected he 8 tell 8 
creatures chey had been; how they intended to mur- 
der him; and e e en mw_ 


Fr. 


= reid over a conquered enemy, but endeavour to win 
im to be your friend by a generoſity of behaviout like 
Joſeph's, who took them to his -own houſe, and 


- but to his own brother Benjamin he gave five 
changes of raiment and three hundred pieces of ſil- 
wer, and: invited them all to come and dwell in 
Egypt, that he might nouriſh. ben. and. Mats 
ones during the amine. 


Lucy. What a . 8 As fare 


is brothers muſt now love and . reverence. him, 
{though his dreams were fulfilled z) they would mot 


think ĩt beneath them to bo neu a brother: 

| how they muſt rejoice in him! heb ao au 
Aunt. Their joy muſt be denen a remem- 
e of their former guilt. Sin and puniſhment 
art * connected; therefore, if vo would 
be 


Aunt. My dear boy, 1 Nn pen u che 41 


made each of them a preſent of change of raiinent; 


ER} So o waa 


cv x 


I bas OF V 


* » 


tn) 


be happy, beware of ſinning. The king heard that 


Joſeph's brethren were come, and ſent for Joſeph; 


and when he knew the particulars, he gave Joſeph 


permiſſion to ſend for his father, and all that he had, 
and ſettle. them in the beſt of the land of Egypt. 
J oſeph accordingly provided every thing neceſſary 
for the removal of his father's family. And his bre- 
thren returned to Canaan, and told their n, of 2 | 
that they had heard and ſeen. | 

Lucy. It muſt appear like a dream to * | 

Aunt. He could hardly believe them, till he faw _ 
the waggons that Joſeph had ſent to carry him and 


his family into Egypt: and then his heart revived; 


and he faid, It is enough4 Joſeph, my fon, is yet f 
Wive ! £ wil po AF en WR Te e 
"George. Did they all go: 
Aunt. Ves; his children and kgs} ined 1 


Cxty-ſix perſons. On the journey God ſpake * roy x 
car 0 


to LIfrael in the viſidns of the night, and the Wo 


ſaid, Fear not to go dn into Egypt, for 398. 
J will go down with eee will there make of 
thee a great nation.» 
Maria. Why was he afraid to vain oo 
Aunt, His concern for the beſt intereſfs of lis K. 


| wily might lead him to fear they would de drawn 5 


away by the pomps and vanities of Egypt, to forfke 
the true God: but we may fafely venture nn 
VOL, b 2 H * 497 el 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
{1 
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oa ſituation, if God promiſes to be with us: an 
we ought not to go into any place or company 


' of God to accompany us.— But, to proceed: 


ing interview it was. Joſeph fell on his father's 
neck, and wept a good while; and Iſrael ſaid, Now 


che land of Rameſes, Gen. xlvii. 12. It was ſituated in | 


neareſt to the land of Canaan. And Joſeph pre- 


r 


up laſt the five remaining years of famine ? 1 


land, and divided the land in ſuch proportions as he 
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where we cannot expect the preſence and bleſſing 
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Judah went forward to inform Joſeph, that 
his father was coming, upon which Joſeph went 
in his chariot to meet him; and a very affet- 
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let mo die, fince I have ſeen thy face. Joſeph then 
conducted them to the land of Goſhen, called alſo 


gs ona Ee” 


che eaſtern part of Egypt, being that fide that lay 


— — * — 
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ſented his father and five of his brethren to the king. 
And Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh, and went out from be- 
fore the king. And: Joſeph placed his father and 


bees bad flored 


. Aunt. It did; and the people came to buy till they 
had no more money: at laſt, they fold their land for 
bread; fo that all the land became Pharaoh's. In the 
ſeventh year Joſeph gave the people corn to ſow the 


"thought fit, reſerving the fifth part for Pharaoh. I 
IO IR; by (he pune i. which he acted, that 


many 


RI e 75 5 
* formerly been poſſeſſed of very large tracks 


ö W of land, and oppreſſed their poor neighbours, and 
chat now he made nearly an equal diſtribution. 
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Maria. How long did Jacob live in Egypt?! 
Aunt. Seventeen years. A little before his death 
he was taken ill; Joſeph being informed of it, went 
to ſee him, and took his two ſons, Manaſſeh and 
Ephraim with him, whom Jacob adopted for his own 
ſons, and bleſſed them. After this Jacob called all 


his ſons together, and bleſſed each of them; prophe- - 


fied the deſcent of the Mefliah in the line of Judah, 


and then died, aged one hundred and forty-ſever 


years. His ſon Joſeph carried him in great pomp 
into Canaan, and buried him in the ſepulchre of his 
fathers. The children of Iſrael continued _ f 
in Egypt, and grew and multiplied. Jo- tbe World 
eph on his death-bed propheſied their re- 
turn into *. ee een 
ten years. - 
Lucy. Stall we hear any wore of the adden o 
Iſrael? | nod | 
Aunt, At our next meeting we vil eter on this 


biſtory. * 
* 
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and mightier than we; let us deal wiſely with them, 
leſt they increaſe more and more, and in caſe of 


our enemies, and ſo get up out of the land; let 
us oppreſs them with hard labour, and ſet taſx- maſ- 


gour. And this they did, both in the exceſs of the. 


tion as the poor negro ſlaves in the Weſt Indies, 
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Mareen, . 


FE eee a 
'V Y with the hiſtory of the Hebrews. The 
eee dead, and their children had mul- 
tiplied exceedingly, fo that the land was filled with 
them: on which account, the Egyptians began to. 
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a war breaking out ſhould join themſelves to 
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ters oyer them, who ſhall make them ſerve with ri- 


Tn INS 


labour that they required, and the panty) of the 
puniſhment which they inflicted. 
Lacy. Then they were in much the me — 


— 
3 
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entirely in the power of their oppreſſors. ; 
Aunt. They certainly were; but the Almighty 
wpprared for their e en and made their op- 
3 preſſors 
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5 preſtbrr el a his power: and God 
ait this very time takes knowledge of all the oppreſ- | 
ſions that are done under the ſun, and has declared: 


in his word, that he will recompenſe to 2 


according to his doings. 
George. Was chis that Pharaoh who 8 good to 


Pepn!? 


Aunt. It was not; Phiarach was a the extra ans 
given to all the kings of Egypt. Wi 

Maria. But why did not the children of Ifrad 
return to Canaan, and not. ſuffer Gs + 


Egypt? 


Aunt. They were now too numerous to go un- 
neticeds beſides, they had no leader, nor would the 


Canaanites receive ſuch a body of people: there 


fore they were under the neceſſity of ſtaying in 
Egypt. But, eontrary to Pharaoh's expectation, the 


more they were 2 the more 555 mubighes : 
and grew. 


| George. Then this made the impoſe of their 
return to Canaan the greater. 

Aunt. But with God all things are bolible: oe 
in about eighty years after this, God brought them 
out of Egypt with a high hanc. 

- Lucy. But when the king found tha oppreſſion 


did not ſucceed, why did. TE RY and let | 
than live in eaſe ? 


bj e * 


Youre 
|  theWorld Jochebed hid three months; and when ſhe 


„ | 

Hunt. A proud tyrant ſeldom gives up the object 
of his purſuit. When one ſcheme failed he deviſed 
another, which he thought would effectually weaken 
them: he ordered his people to take every fon that 
was born to an Iſraelite, and eaſt him into the river; 


but told them to fave the daughters alive. 


Maria. Were the people ſo cruel as to obey his 


orders? 


Aunt. They were: * no doubt many zag 
ſuffered at this time. Amram, the grandſon of Levi, 


; | had a ſon who was born before this decree came 
forth, whoſe name was Aaron; and after this decree 


he had another ſon, whom his mother 


Could hide him no longer, ſhe made an 


ark; or baſket of bulruſhes, and put the child therein; 


and ſhe carefully laid it in the flags Wn river's 
brink. 
; Tu. Oh, what muſt ſhe feel at envi him ! | 


"Aunt. I think when ſhe made the ark, ſhe had 


ſtrong faith in God, that he would ſome way or other 


deliver him; and the child's ſiſter ſtood afar off to 


watch the event. Then Pharaoh's daughter came 
down to the river to waſh herſelf; and her maidens 


' walked by the river's fide. When ſhe ſaw the ark in 
the flags, ſhe ſent her maid to fetch it; and when it 


was opened, ſhe ſaid, This is one of the Hebrew's 
thilren. 
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children.” And dhe babe wept, which excited her 
compaſſion, and ſhe determined not to caſt this 


lovely boy into the river: revolving in her mind 
what ſhe ſhould do with him, ſhe came to the de- 


termination to adopt him as her own ſon. Seeing 
his ſiſter, not knowing ſhe was the child's re- 
lation; ſhe ſent her to fetch a Hebrew woman, and 
ſhe called her mother; and the princeſs ſaid, Take 
this child and nurſe it [Toi me, and 1 will pay thee 
OR" | 

Lucy. With what joy the mother maſt receingtify 5 
dear little boy | 

Aunt. When the child was grown, the mother 
took him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became 


| her ſon; and ſhe called his name Moſes ; and he wag 


brought up in all the learning of the Egyptians, 
Maria, Was he ever king over Egypt? _ 
. Aunt. No, my dear; the Almighty raiſed him up 
to be the deliverer of his people; and he was enabled, 


by divine grace, to chooſe rather to ſuffer affliction 


with the people of God than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
ſin, which are but for a ſeaſon. When he. was a 
man, he went out unto his brethren, and was grieved 
when he looked on their burdens; but his indigna- 


tion aroſe when he ſaw an Egyptian ſmit- 9 
ing a Hebrew, one of his brethren; and de World 
he flew the Egyptian and hid him in the 7. 


ſand. 


| 
| 
|; 
| 
| 


buſhy, Moſes, Moſes. And he faid, Here am I. And 


„%% LS — 1 


tw) 


. Ir wha en reported üs me king what Modes 


had done; and he ſought to ſlay him 3 but Moſes fled | 
into the land of Midian, where he dwelt forty years, 
with one Jethro, who gave him his daughter to wifes | 


by whom he had two fons. One day, as he was 


keeping his father's ſheep on mount Horeb, the an- 
gel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire, 


out of the midſt of a buſh. 


Maria. I am ſure I ſhould have 1 frightened. 
Aunt. Moſes was aſtoniſhed, and turned aſide to 


ſee how it was, that the buſh burned and was not 


conſumed. And God called unto him out of the 


Goc ſaid, I am the God of thy fathers, Abraham, 


Il Trac, and Jacob. And Moſes hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look upon God. And the Lord faid; 
I have ſeen the afflictions of the children of Iſrael by 
_ "reaſon of their taſk-maſters: I know their ſorrows, 
55 and am come down to deliver them out of the hands 
of the Egyptians, and to bring them to the land of  } 


Canaan, which I promiſed their fathers; and I will 
ſend thee to Pharaoh, that thou mayeſt bring my 


people out of Egypt. Moſes expoſtulated with the 
Lord, as thinking himſelf unfit for ſo arduous an 


undertaking. How, ſaid he, ſhall I go in unto Pha-- 
rach, who am not eloquent, but flow of ſpeech ? He 
even queſtioned whether his brethren would attend: 


(8%) 


tohis 3 God, to reſolve all his doubts, tells | 
him, what he ſhall ſay to the children of Iſrael, and 
informs him, that they ſhould hearken to his voice x 
but that he muſt expect much oppoſition from the 
| king of Egypt, who at laſt would let them go; 
and that he would give the people favour in the fight _ 


of the Egyptians, that they ſhould nnn 
empty. 

- Lucy. Surely Moſes will believe now! 5 
Aunt. FF winter there 
lieve him z and he faid, They will not hearken unto - 
my voice, but will fay, The Lord hath not appeared 
unto thee. And the Lord faid, What is in thine 
hand? And he ſaid, A rod. And the Lord bade him 
caſt it on the ground, and it became a ſerpent; and 
Moſes fled. from it. Then the Lord told him to take it 
vp by the tail, and it became a red in his hand. 

This certainly tended to ſtrengthen the faith of 
Moſes in the divine Omnipotence ; notwithſtanding 
'which/he till perſiſted in requeſting the Lord to ſend 
by. another. And the Lord was angry wich him, 
and ſaid unto him, Aaron thy brother can ſpeak 
well, and, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee; I 
will be with him, and with thee, and will teach you 
what you ſhall do: go, take this rod in thy hand, 
wherewith thou: ſhalt do ſigns. And Moſes return» 

ed to his father-ig-law, and informed him that he 
1 ; wilhed 8 


62 ). 
(wiſhed to go to Egypt to fe his benen; and e. 
| thro kid, Go in peace. 
Tucy. But when de Aaron meet him, or how 
could he know where to find he? J 
Aut. The Lord Frefied AarontomeetMoſsinthe 
ens, and he met him in the mount of God. 
And Moſes told Aaron all the words'of the Lord: 
and they went and gathered the elders of the people 
together, and informed them of what God had promiſed © 
| todo for them, and did the ſigns in the fight of Be 
people: and the people believed, and worſhipped the 
Lord. . Afterwards Moſes and Aaron went to the 
Ling and thus addrefſed bim; The Lord God of 
3 Irael hath ſent us unto thee with 
"the World 'this meſſage, Let my people go, that 
n. they may hold a feaſt unto me in the 
wilderneſs. And Pharaoh ſaid, Who is the Lord 
mat I ſhould obey his voice? I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Iſrael go. In order to prove their 
_ divine miſſion, Aaron, by the direction of Moſes, 
| caſt down the rod, which was in his hand, before . 
Pharaoh and his ſervants, _—_— _— : 
George. I wonder what the king thought then! 
Aunt. He took Moſes and Aaron for magiciaris; 
| . magicians; and they 
r ene 
5 | fy 


TY 
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Lucy How Moſes and Aaron muſt be ent . 


Aunt. Thoſe who truſt in the Lord will never be ; 
confounded; for Aaron's rod ſwallowed up the rods 
of the magicians; but Pharaoh would not hearken © 
unto them, and they departed. And God ordered 


Moſes to meet Pharaoh on the morrow, as he went 


to the river, and to ſay to him, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
In this ſhalt thou know that I am the Lord; behold 
I will ſmite the rivers, and the waters ſhall be turn- 
ed into blood. And Moſes ſtretched his rod over 
the rivers, and they became blood. 
Lucy, How very horrible it a look l it makes | 
one ſhudder! | | 
Aunt. The ee muſt have been il more ar 
treſſing. 
. Maria. Then they could only have rain water to 
drink. 
Aunt. Rain is very rare in Egypt: . 0 
overſſows its banks regularly every year from June 
to September, and leaves a rich manure all over the 
country, ſo that the Egyptians even idolized their 
river Nile. In this puniſhment God alſo brought 
their fins to remembrance : they had cruelly caſt 
the children of the Iſraelites into the river, and now 
| the river itſelf is turned into blood: this river in 
which they gloried is become their terror. 5 
Maria. But could the ae turn water my 
| blood Po 


Aunt. 


. 

Hunt m. They found fome water in pools, which 
che thercy of God had ſpared them, and inftead of 
receiving it with thankfulneſs, they added to the ca- 

Iamity by turning it into blood: this tended to 
Harden e N heart ; ; _ he turned 1 went to 
his houſe. 

* George. What did the 2 do? could they live 

| in blood inſtead of water? | 
* Aunt. The fiſhes died, and the rivers' became 
loathſome : this laſted ſeven days. And God ſent 
Moſes again to Pharaoh, to inform him, if he refuſed 

1 to let the people go, he would ſend frogs, in ſuch 

K abundance, that they ſhould be in their houles, '© on 

Fr their tables, and on their beds. 

> Maria. I am ſure I would have let them go. 

1 Aunt. But the king was determined to ſtand it out 

with God. And Aaron, according to the word of 

dude Lord, ſtretched out his rod over the rivers; and 

1 . the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt; 

= and the magicians, with their enchantments, brought . 

"——_— 5 

Lucy. Would it not have been wiſer in them to 

1 bave ſent them away? ; 

Am. They could do nothing dut by the permiſ- 

ſion of God, who ſuffered them only to produce 

thoſe effects, which tended to increaſe the cala« 
mity; but, in a ſhort time, he was pleaſed to put an 
| | Oe end 


#4. 
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fight againſt God: and they ſaid to Pharach, This 

is the finger of God. And the Lord ſent Moſes 
again unto Pharaoh to tell him, Thus faith the Lord, 
If thou wilt not let my people go, I will ſend ſwarms 
of flies upon thee, and upon thy people, and thy 
houſes ſhall be full of them; and I will put a divi- 
fion between my people and thy people, and I'will 


ro” ro ates Abad 
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end to their enchantments. The frogs were fs 
_ troubleſome, that this proud monacch,who defied God, 
was obliged to humble himſelf ſo far as to ſend for 


Moſes and Aaron, to beg of them to intreat the Lord 


to take away the frogs from him and his people, with 
a promiſe that he would let Ifrael go and ſerve: the 
Lord. And Moſes ſaid, To-motrow the frogs ſhall 
depart from thee, and from thy houſes, and from thy 
ſervants, that thou mayeſt know that there's is —_— | 


like the Lord our God. 


George. vet cham go now, becauſe be 


has promiſed it. 


The next plague the Lord ſent was lice. The duſt 
of the earth became lice, on man and beaſt : the ma- 


forth lice. Here ended all their vain attempts to 


ſever in that day the land of Goſhen, in which my 
people dwell, and there ſhall be no ſwarms of flies 
vol. 1. I there; 


Aunt. Wen eee Wee ks ee EN 5 
garded not his word, and would not let them go. 


gicians uſed their enchantments, but could not bring 
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n to the end that thou mayeſt know' that 1 am 
che Lord in the midſt of che earth. The wiſ- 
dom of God appears very conſpicuous in the kind of | 
- Judgments with which he thought proper to puniſh 
this haughty eyrant, as they were peculiarly adapted 
to mortify the pride of his heart: had the Lord ſent 
lions or tigers in large droves to devour the Egyp- 
tians, or armies: of victorious enemies to ſubdue 
them, Pharaoh, though cruſhed, would have ap- 
peared of ſome conſequence; but it rendered him 
extremely inſignificant to be vanquiſhed by ſuch con- 
ſtemptible creatures as lice and flies, whom he could 
neither eſcape nor oppoſe. Thus che Almighty 
can humble the proudeſt of men! The king again 
ſends for Moſes and Aaron, to intreat the Lord 
0 remove this plague alſo, with promiſes as be- 
fore; but, when the ſlies were gone, his heart was 
hardened, and he would not let the people go. Then 
che Lord ſeat a mortality among the cattle, by which 
numbers were ſwept off. And Pharaoh ſent to ſee 
"if the nn p nge pute and 


| _ hardened. The next. eee nean 


| 

den, which affected even the magicians them- 
It ſelves, that they could not n. . a Los 

| [es | a N e l wee? 
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| Inn, m_ they will call upon their religious. 


i 
Tee Every additional plague that was lice, 
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preceding.” hs 
"MBs abs $67 ea dee cen hN 5 
teazed, diſtreſſed, and impoveriſhed the Egyptians, yet - 
their health and their perſons had hitherto. been un- 


touched but now the judgments of God make a nearer 


approach, and aſſume a more terrible aſpect. And the 
Lord ſent hail mingled with fire, which ſmote all that 
was in the field, both man and beaſt; but in the land 


of Goſhen there was no hail. And Pharaoh ſent 
again for Moſes and Aaron, to intreat the Lord for 
him, and promiſed as before; but when the ſtorm of 


hail and thunder ceaſed, Pharaoh ſinned yet more 
and more; ſtill refuſing to let the people go. And 
the Lord ſent Locuſts all over the land, which did 

eat up che herbs that the hail had left. And Pha- 


mah ſent for Moſes: and Aaron in haſte, and ſaid, I 


have ſinned againſt the Lord your God, and againſt 


you: forgive, I pray you, my ſin only this once, 


nm 
deatn. 


Gage. ser now be relems, be will Jet they 
Rn | 


. eee 4 
men in all ages: when the afflicting hand of God is. 


I + _. friends. 
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ae inte the Lord for them; but When the 
affliction is removed, they forget the hand that ſmote 
them, and, like Pharaoh, fin yet more and more, 
till the meaſure of their iniquities is filled up. Pha- 
rach ſtill perſiſted in his reſolution of not let- 
darkneſs over the land of Egypt, which laſted three 
days: ETON ApS 
mos > 2 
Tucy. Wired des they have candles ads 
Aunt. This darkneſs is ſuppoſed to have been occa- 
n a thick clammy fog, that extinguiſhed all the 
lights, or at leaft rendered them uſeleſs ; and pre- 
vailed to ſo great a degree, that the meridian ſun 
could not penetrate the gloom ; fo that day and night 
were alike to them: it was a darkneſs that might 
de felt in the pain which it excited, attended, no 
doubt, with extreme horror of mind, under à con- 

ſciouſneſs of having, by their fins, OY upon 
themſelves theſe tremendous judgments. At t the 
eee ee eee eee tdi 


duwellings. This is a lively repreſentation of what 
God's people experience in all ages; they have light 
in their dwellings, even that light which enlightens 
the mind, by which it is inſtructed in the knowledge 
ere the way of falvation "TRE ey 
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while all the reſt of the world are in darkneſs and 


- 


Lucy. When the Egyptians were in. total dark— 
neſs, would it not have been a fine oppertunity for 2g 
the children of Iſrael to have marched off ; their ene- 
mies not being able to purſue them? Oakes! 1 
Aunt. But it was not the Lord's pleaſure that they | 
ſhould go forth "oO given but as triumphant 57 

* George. 1 5 what manner: could that be brought 93 

Wen God: inflicted one „ 
Er which ſo frightened them, that the king 
hurried them a We ſhall not have n. 5 


* > * 
* ” . 4 1 - : 4 50 F 
* $ * 
b ; 8 5 
— - - bo 4 . : 4 Y 
- 
* 
F * % Py 
* . 4 
8 — 
N . 
| 
% * 7 * N 5 f 
ee * 0 : * FAS * 1 
* 
” , : 
L * - * 4 4 
— 
* 2 1 . 
x £ #* 9 1 * — : - * 4 £ 
* 
. « a 
: * 
* 1 I . $ - s K 7 8 
- Re OS © v * * — R * * 
* 
1 — . 1 : 
* on 
x 2 £5 4 > * 32 
; 3 * N F * + © + * 4 2 = * 
» 5 : 
a 2 - Ks I 1 5 * 3 * 4 2 
A ; * , by 4. — - 
* 4 9 9 * - — * A — 2 * : X 5 x. N 
. 
P ? 
' - 
** e 4 - 9 1 
* 71 "hr ; | 
* y onde 4 "Ic. 5 4 8 5 1 k 
* 
* 
® 4 * „ „ 
; o 
| ; 1 3 £ 
* o . of . * 
- "1 ; 3 R 
. 9 1 # 
by * 
= 
2 - 
' 2 h 9 : ; w * » 
- | 
+ ®W * * 4 4 4 7 5 A £ 4 
* 4 
7 - 2 
& 
* = 


A 


tient dee what the laſt plague was, that m 
- the Bible to ſee if we could find it. 


Sand ic is the 11th chapter of Exodus. "" 
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Hope, aunt, you will not be angry with 
us, when I tell you, we were fo impa- 


Aunt. So far from being angry, Iam quite pleaſed; 


| for my intention in theſe converſations is to excite 
you to ſearch the Scriptures ; but did you ſucceed ? | 


Þ.. Maria. It was the death of the firſt born: we we 


Aunt: Did 77 
Maria. No, Madam. 
Aunt. Then we will proceed. And the Lord 


| ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, and appointed a lamb 


to be killed for each houſe of the children of Iſrael : 


they were to kill it in the evening, and take of the 


blood, and ſtrike on the ſide=poſts of the door of 


each houſe : they were to roaſt it whole ; not a bone 
of it was to be broken; they were to eat it with bit- - 


ter herbs ; and none of them were to ftir out of the 


door of his houſe till morning. 


Lucy. What was the meaning of this ? 


Aunt, 


Aunt. The i ſprinkled „ | 
| poſts was. a token to the deſtroying angel to paſs. by 
chat door: and this paſſover was to be commemo- 
| rated. every year, on the ſame day of the month; that 
v hen their children ſhould aſk. them in time to come, 
they ſhould. ſay, This is in remembrance of the 
Lord's paſſover; who. paſſed over the houſes: of the 
children. of Iſrael, when he ſmote the Egyptians and - 
delivered our houſes. But this paſchal lamb was typi- 
cal of the lamb of God, who was flain from the foun- 
dation of the world. At midnight the deſtroying 
angel paſſed over Egypt, and ſmote all the firſt · born, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, according to the 
word of Moſes: there was not a. houſe in Egypt 
where there was not one dead. The king bümſelf 
every family were deſtroyed. Thus the Egyptians 

were righteouſly puniſhed for murdering the child- 
ren of the Iſraelites. The king called for Moſes 
and Aaron by night, and gave them leave to go, 
and take all that they had wich them: And che 
Egyptians baſtened their departure, and gave chem 


whatever they aſked ; jewels of filver and jewels of 
old, and miment; dna ten _ , 
tians. NF, 


. Lucy. But mat right to 0 fon as ns of tir 
GErols ? 


due j and what they did was by the command of God. 


( 92 * 
Ant. eee 


Jou remember what hard bondage they had ſuffer- 
ed. even to make bricks without ſtraw. When the 


judgments of the Lord came on the Egyptians, 
they were fo terrified that they fai, We be all dead 


men: and they denied them nothing, ſo they would 
| but depart; Thus God forced the Egyptians to give 
chem 'thei#"wages ; for they had ferved them for 


nought. And the children of Ifrael jou e 
guccoth, about ſix hufidred thouſand men, beſides 


women and children; and there was not one feeble 


perſon among their tribes. A mixed multitude alſo 


3 wich them, and large flocks and herds of carife. 


Auris. Who were the mixed multitude ? 


» Hunt. Egyptians and foreigners, who” had been 
er wits the wonders of the Lord. Many, it i is 
probable, followed them out of curioſity, to ſee what 
would I eee, Neri N. 
Sr. Dia-they 6 rey to Canaan? 3 hat 
Hunt. They were in no condition to engage in 
war, which they muſt immediately have done, had 
they, purſuing the neareſt route, gone througlr — 2 
land of the Philiſtines; but God led them about 
e Sea. 


Abe 


i 


T 
o 


| 


n . 


his preſence went before them. 


rg in a pillar of fire, to give chem light. 


time when they were in the moſt critical ſituation any 


(@1 


"OY Was (here no danger ef thi en 
A dee f Na e 
Aunt. Not the leaſt ven God wa ci ud 


Maria. Could they ee God ? by A 47 

Aut. God is not viſible to eee as. 
token of his preſence went before them, to guide 
them in the way; in a pillar of a cloud hy — 


Lucy. How rejoiced r ee 


| A Grout Pharaoh E Herr Sd 


Aunt. Without doubt hey. were; but a Ie» 


jeicing was ſoon turned into alloniſhmeut; far «* 
was told the king of Egypt that the people fled z an 


he repented that he had let them go: he therefore 
immediately ordered his army out, with fix hundres _ 


Now, my dears, you will underſtand, theſe were not 


ſeythes on the ſides of them, or the axle-tree; and 
the captains fought with arrows or javelins 3 thus, 
— on, mann down all a 
. What havode thoſe chariots muſt waks 
among ſuch a multitude !. . $5 W 
Aunt. The 1 came 1 20 ws 


people 


1%) 


n — encamped 
Pi-hahiroth ; the fea was before hog ry men 
die mountzins on either ſide. 8 
Tucy. What very great diſtreſs they muſt bein? 
15 If they look forward a watery grave preſents itſelf; 
| ee eee dee 
what way of eſcape could there be? n 
_ - Hunt, Apparently there ebe 
this made the Egyptians triumph, as fure of ſubduing 
wem, being chus hemmed in on every fide; but there 
was PINES WIG bs de eber mg (xg | 


ind Ne; — b a ed 
the Lord,” and the Lord heard them. And Moſes 
God. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Command the 
children of Iſrael to go forward: but ſtretch thou thine 
hand over the ſea, and divide it: and Iſrael ſhall go 
on dry ground through the midſt of the ſea. And 
the angel of God, who went before the camp of the 
Iſraelites, removed and went behind them. Thus the 
cloud ſtood between the two camps, and was dark - 
nes to dhe ene, while it gave light to the other, all 


mY 


Ge TATTOOS night * 


ts) 
night; ſo that they could not come near to hurt ot 


deſtroy. Had not Pharaoh and the Egyptians been 
hardened in iniquity, | ſuch a remarkable interpoſition FAR 


of Proy idence, added to the preceding ones in fax 
vour of Iſrael, muſt have deterred them from the 


purſuit: but they ſeemed obſtinately bent upon their 


own. deſtruction. And che Lord cauſed the ſea to 
go back by a ſtrong caſt wind all that night, and di- 
vide d the waters, ſo that the ſes became dry land. And 
the children of Iſcael went into. the ſea on dry ground, 

and the waters were a N on . 296K hang, 15 
on their left. 1 


.. George. Was i wider. than 8 river 1 


any, conception of it: the Red Sea is ſuppoſed to have 
been, about ſixteen miles broad. at this part. I know 


you are eager to read any book that has wonderful : | 


ſtories in it; but where will you find any thing to 


equal this? thoufands and thouſands of men, wo. 


men and children, walking in the midſt of the 
fea on dry ground. The Bible is full of wonders. 


The Plalmiſt ſays, Talk ye of all his wondrous 
works; and if our hearts were but more diſpoſed 


to contemplate theſe divine records, we ſhould And 


new wonders every time we. read them. WA 


©4574 


2 Lucy. How aſtoniſhed the Egyptians, muſt bw 
ſee a path made for the lſraelites in * 9 
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_ Hunt, Vou can hardly, my dear children, form 
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Au. But inſtead of ſtanding ſtill, and contempla- 
ting the wonders of the Lord, they madly purſued 


© after them into the fea. And the Lord Tooket at the 


Egyptians through the cloud, and troubled them, 
und put them in confuſion; for their chariot Wheels 
eume off, ſo that they drove on heavily: and they ſaid, 
2 us flee, for the Lord fighteth for Hrael againſt 

An when Trae had paſſed over, the Lord com- 
8801 Mofes to ſtretch out his hand over the fea, 
hit the waters might return, and be did ſo; and the 
ſea returned, and overwhelmed all the hoſt of the 
Egyptians ; ſo that not one that came into the ſta 


eſcaped. Now, what did their chariots avail they | 


could not reſiſt the impetuoſity of the returning 
waves; but chariots, horſes and men, Tank as lead in 
the mighty waters. And the Iſraelites faw the Egypt- 
iansdeatonthe ſeaſhore. On this occaſion, Moſes com- 
poſed a ſong of praiſe to the Lord. This is the firſt 
Ode we meet with in the Scriptures, and may be 
conſidered as a model of ſacred poetry. | 1 would 
have you read it before our next meeting; you will 
find it in Exod. xv. From the Red Sea they went 
into the wilderneſs of Shür: but J fear it will be 
tedious to your young minds to er them i in all . 


cheir marches in the wilderneſs. . A nee et 
George. Were they a * time ne before they got 
to the land of Canaan ? DIE CIEY, © IP 


Aunt. They were hier years. 
3 7 8 | _ Lucy. 


1 0 7 


Tach. They maſt meet with: many nia 
| things during that time; aha _— Ty will 
ns us ſome account of them. 
Aunt. Twill comply with yoar roquet ane. 
ai mane ien #4 [2 
- George, J cannot think bow it 3 de poſible 
for ſuch a vaſt multitude to ſubſiſt ſo many years in 
a barren nnen where n n ee "Ou 
nor ſow. | 
| n to kill te beats or fo 
| yet God provided for them. © e 84 
George. In what manner ? 55 | 4 
Aunt. By his miraculous power excite in their. _ 
behalf, as you will ſee in the ſequel. It was but 
three days after their paſſage through the Red Sea, | 
before they murmured againſt God, who had made 
them a path in the deep, and had triumphed glori- 
| ouſly over their enemies. When they came to Ma- 
rah and found the waters eee ow een ; 
pee 8 | __ 
Maria. But that was not againſt God. . = 
Aunt. Ves, it was ; for Moſes was 5 Wake F 
Spree lawgiver by God: Moſes could not give | 
them water when there was none; God alone 
could do that; therefore in murmuring againſt him, 
they murmured againſt God. a Og: are Te 
Re ee e s 
Vor, I. | K | 25 
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tan rebellion againſt God himſelf, by whoſe autho- 
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. Tag. But we are not in the ſame ſituation; we 
have tio. Moſes to murmur againſt, | 
Aunt. Parents, tutors, and miniſters, - he, 96-5 


God, to you, what Moſes was to the children of 


Iſrael ; to lead you, and guide you in the paths of 
righteouſneſs; and diſobedience to them, while diſ- 
charging their duty in the fear of God, is no other 


rity they act.— But, to return to our hiſtory:: 
Moſes cried unto the Lord, and the Lord ſhewed 
him a tree, which he caſt, into the waters, and they 
became. ſweet. Then they journeyed into the wil- 
derneſs of Sin, where they met with new difficulties ; 
their proviſions being expended, they again mur- 
mured againſt Moſes and Aaron : and Moſes cried 


0 the Lord; and in the evening, the Lord brought 
; quails in abundance, which covered the camp. © 


_. George. What are quails ? 
Aunt. A ſort of flying fowls: the Lord. al g gave 


| hem bread from heaven. 


Maria. Was it like our bredde 

Aunt. It was a ſmall round ching like hoar-froſt, 
was covered the ground: and when the children of 
Iſrael faw it, they ſaid, It is manna : but Moſes ſaid, 
This/is the bread which the Lord hath given you to 


eat. And they gathered it every day; but if they 


Weit above one day it corrupteds and became unfit 
to 


659 


to be eaten. This was to teach them and us, to 
truſt the Lord for our daily bread. | 
| Lucy. Did they eat it juſt as they found it? 
Aunt, They made it into cakes or loaves, and 
baked them ; but on the ſixth day Moſes command- 
ed them to take a double quantity, becauſe the ſeventh 
day was the ſabbath, and was to be kept holy: they 
were not to attend to the ordinary concerns of this 
life, as on other days, but to keep it wholly unto 
the Lord: and no manna fell on the ſabbath day. 
And they journeyed from the wilderneſs of Sin, and 
came to Rephidim; where there was no water. And 


the people did chide with Moſes, and ſaid, Give us 


water that we may drink : they were even ready to 
ſtone him. In this-extremity, Moſes cried unto the 
Lord, who commanded him to take the rod, with 
| which he had wrought ſo many miracles in Egypt, 
and ſmite a rock on mount Horeb. And Moſes did 
ſo in the ſight of the elders of Iſrael. | And the Lord 
opened the rock, and the waters guſhed-out,' ſo that 
they ran in the dry places like a river. The name of 
this place was called Maſſab and Meribah, becauſe 
it was here that the children of Iſrael did tempt the 
Lene and 2 with Moſes. 
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choſen body of men, with whom he fought the 
Amalekites, and obtained a complete victory aver 


to God, which, being connected with the ſucceſs. of 
the battle, may be conſidered as a token of the preva- 
ence of prayer, and alſo as a type of the interceſſion 


beard of all the wonders which God had wrought 


Moſes endured from Gy. to day in judging the peo- 


pirnegor . 


8 ELLE the Marlies es at Rephi- 
VVdim, the Amalekites, who inhabited 
een country, came againſt chem; upon 

which, Joſhua, at the command of Moſes, took a 


Rogd-on the top of u hill, wich his bands Iifted up 


/utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven. And Moſes built. an altar, and called 
the name of it Jenovan-N185L, Pp Ron, The 
Jed inp banner. 

ieee aſter, Jerk; kde 
1 of Moſes, came to pay him a viſit, having 


for Iſrael. Obſerving the very great fatigue which 
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ple, Jethro adviſed him to ſelect able men to „ ae | 
him in that arduous employ. Moſes, perceiving the 
propriety of this advice, being alſo peculiarly di- 
rected of God, choſe out perſons of capacity and in- 
tegrity, to whom he committed the judgment of the 
people in ordinary concerns, reſerving to himſelf the 
deciſion of more important and difficult cauſes. And 
the Iſraelites removed and came into the wilderneſs 
of Sinai, and pitched before Mount —— And 
Moſes went up to God. | oy 

Maria. What! to eb y 

Aunt. No; into the mount, las che back 


made a viſible appearance. And the Lord ſpake to 


Moſes out of the mount, commanding him to rer 
mind the people of the great things he had done for 
them promiſing, if they would keep his covenant, 


that they ſhould be a peculiar treaſure unto him 


above all people of the earth. And God ſaid unto 
Moſes, Go down and prepare the people againſt the 
third day, when I will deſcend in a thick cloud, that 
the people may hear when I ſpeak unto thee, and be- 
lieve thee for ever ; but- ſet ede, chat none * 


proach near the mount. 8 


George. How did Cds ; ww | Wag | 
Aunt. In awful majeſty, which wade all tha peo- 
ple tremble; for, on the third day, there were thun- 


ders and Wings, and a thick cloud upon the 


13 mount, 


2 


| mount; and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud. 
And Moſes brought forth the people out of the camp 
tw meet God; and they ſtood at the lower part of 
moe, becauſe the Lord deſcended upon it in fire; 
and the whole mount quaked greatly. When the 
trumpet ſounded long, and was louder and louder, 
Moſes ſpake, and God anſwered him by a voice: 
and the Lord called Se d n TE 
mount, and Moſes went up. 

Lucy. But how could Moſes go into the midſt of 
dhe fire, and not be conſumed ? | 

Hunt, You! will \recullet, my. dear, that God's 
_ appearing to Moſes at firft was in a flame of fire, 
out of the midſt of a buſh, which, though burning, 
was not conſumed, becauſe the Lord was there : Mo- 
ſies was, therefore, under no apprehenſion of danger 
in complying with the call of God: nor need we be 
afraid in any ſituation, if we have but the preſence 
ET Oe nn e 
 akGod huboeli ac works of theten rommand. 
| ments with an audible voice, ſo that all the Iſrael- 
ites could hear them with the greateſt diſtinctneſs; 
but aſterwards God talked with Moſes alone, and 
then ſent him down to deliver the meſſages to the 


| er for the thunderings and lightnings from the 


mount 


* 103 
— chany/ with ſuch conſternation, bt che 
knew not how to fuſtain ir: and men 
and ſtood afar off. a 

Maria. I bend bes ben fo dere r 
ſhould have run quite away. 

Aunt, My dear child, e e 
Almighty; __ OR gets MORIN 
NE Yes God e RFK „ ark. | 
Moſes encouraged them to truſt in the Lord; and he 
left them, and drew near to the thick darkneſs, where 
God was. And the Lord gave Moſes divers laws, with -. 
puniſhments annexed to the breach of them, and glo- 


og Os ee POT and"the 25 


8 eee and was in the moune b 
days and forty nights. — | 
Maria: The peogle muſt almoſt deſpair of ering 
him again. - | 15 5 
Aunt. But what will you think of their inge 
tude > When they found Moſes did not return, they 
went to Aaron, and faid, Make us gods, which ſhall 
go before us, for this Moſes, that brought us out 
of Egypt t, we know not what is become of him. 
+ Lucy. T cannot bear them] with what contempt | 
yak INGO WOE TAINED | 
wem 


| * 
3 ; Pen . 
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A unt. And what is worſe ſtill, they renoanced 
| God, and gave Aaron the'r golden earrings to make 


them a calf, and then ſaid, Theſe are thy gods, O 


Iſracl. And they offered burnt offerings and peace 
_ offerings to their new god, and fat down to eat and 


to drink, and roſe up to play. And the Lord faid 
unto. Mcſes, Get thee down; for thy people have 


vl corrupted themſelves ; and have turned quickly out 
of the way that I commanded them; therefore, let 


me alone that my wrath may be executed upon them, 


that I may conſume them: and 1 will make of "thee 


a great nation. 
George. abe hood Niete L dd 0s bene der 


| PE opportunity flip of getting rid of ſuch a mur- 


muring people: he might have been fully La 


of them for talking of ſtoning him. 


- Aunt. Moſes was ſo far from reſenting thee i 


- uſage. towards him, that he interceded for them in 
the moſt pathetic language: he reminded: God of his 


promiſes, and beſought him to turn away his wrath 
from them; and the Lord repented of the evil which 
he thought to do unto his people. The wicked are 
often indebted. for their preſervation to thoſe whom 
they deſpiſe ; for the fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. And God ordered Moſes to 
go down, and take with him the two tables of the 
teſtimony, on which were written the ten com- 

mandments ; 


1 
__” . 


tables out of his hands, and broke them beneath the | 


from gate to gate throughout the camp, and May 


17 46 


W "the nnn 
the writing was the, writing of God. And wr 


Moſes was coming down from the monat, hec fan 


the calf, and the dancing of the peaple round. it and 
his indignation aroſe to that degree, chat he caſt the 


mount, thereby teltifying, to all the people that hey 
had, by their diſobedience, renonnged their -cove- 
nant. with God, and were utterly. unworthy of his 
regard. Ang Moſes: tqok. the e eee e 
And he ſtood in the camp, and ſaid, Who is on the 
Lord's ſide? let him come unto me. And all che 
ſons of Levi came unto him; and he ſaid unto them, 
This is what the Lord God of Ifrael commandeth 
you, Take every man his ſword, and go in and out 


every man that adheres to idolatry. And there fell! 
of the people about three thouſand men. And Mo- 
ſes returned unto the Lord, to beſeech him to pardon = 
people unto the place, which I have ſpoken to thee 
of; and my angel ſhall go before thee; for I will no 


more go up in the. midſt of thee. And when the 


people heard theſe evil tidings they mourned, At 
length, upon the interceſſion of Moſes, and the ſo- 
lemn humiliation of the people, the Lord was pleaſ- 
ed to renew the viſible token of his preſence, in the 
cloudy 


Th 


(106) 


| cloudy pillar, which had for a time been ſuſpended, 


graciouſly aſſuring _ of the continuatice fiery 
"favour and protectien 
f Eucy." Wich your” Geemilion; 245 I woul ju 
n n in FIC) 105 

© Hunt, Tt gives me pleaſure, my dear child, to find 
ide you think on ita you hear. FB batt: «5 
dug ſolve your queſtion: what is it? to 

"+ Lucy,” Moſes was © forty * days and . 8955 
in the mount; and in all that time did God rh 
1 the ten commandments? 

Aunt. During that time God's gave Moſes ING 
4 to make a tabernacle, and commanded the 
chuldren of Ifrael to give ſuch and ſuch offerings of 
gold and ſilver and precious ones : he likewiſe gave 
directions for making a ſanctuary, that God might 
dwell among them : they were alfo to make an ark, 
- which was à cheſt of wood, overlaid with gold, 
in which the law and other ſacred things were depo- 
fited. This was put in the ſanctuary, or moft holy 
place, within the tabernacle. And God appointed 
; "ag and ſet apart Aaron and his 1 50 for Une 

IVY What was the buſitels of the prieſts 4 
Aunt. To offer ſacrifices, and to make interceſſion 
for the people, whom they. were alfo to inftru@ i in 
_— nee of Gad. 
0 2 Maria: 


8 þ 
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Maria: What is meant by ſacrificings? 
| Aunt. To ſacrifice is to on, up, to > kill or de. * ; 


f 4 23 0 M7 f 4-47 L543 $8 1 n 


George. What did {hes beute! 1% tia ee 
Aunt. Bullocks and lambs... | ptr wet els peta 
Lucy. But for what 8 was Sd. 1 
Aunt. To make a typical atonement for their ſins z 
for without ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion, 
or forgivenels of ſin. | 

Lucy. Then how are our fins 6 to wg 8 2 
we do not kill lambs or bullocks to. mak an atone 
ment. 8 

Aunt. By 1 to the TO of God, whe, 
offered himſelf a willing facrifice, and by, one offer- . 
ing made complete atonement for all his. Choſen re- 
deemed people. CLONE 

Maria. I do not. underſtand who the Lamb x 
God i . 

Aunt. Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God. All the fi 
crifices under the Jewiſh diſpenſation were typical of 
Chriſt: and thoſe who had faith in the promiſed 
Mefliah looked through the type to the antitype: for 
the blood of bulls and goats cannot take away ſin. 

Tuch. Pray, aunt, what did Moſes do when he had 
— 5 the tables? | 8 

Aunt. Moſes went again into the anon * was 
ther e forty days and forty nights; and Godrenewed, 

| 3 his 


- 


(a9 
8 with his. people. And Moses e eame 
down with new tables; ald his face one, fo that 
Aaron and all the children of- [ſrae] were afraid : 
and he put on a veil; but when he went into the 
the tabernacle before the Lord, he took it it off. The 
Lord ſpake to Moſes face to Face, as a man ſpeaketh 
td his friend; arid if che children of Hracl had any 
matter they brought it unto Moſes, and Moſes car- 
- ried it unto the Lord. When you come to read at 
 lafge'the whole law, boch moral and ceremonial, it 


Vill excite your aftoniſhment, that He, who dwell- 


eth in the higheſt heavens, ſhould notice the actions 


| f man, even to the minuteſt incidents of Ife. While 


1 Tract continued in the wilderneſs of 
gina; God commanded Moſes to number them. ac- 
i, (cording to ther „ 15 
Storge What ons de thee of dem 0 
Aunt. The men only that were fit for war . 
fix e en Bitde'rhowkind, five Mitre and 
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2 WW hen and chin, what | a * 
- <ompany. they muſt be! 08, ANY! 
Aunt. And yet, great regen was bsc in 
their camp: for each tribe pitched their tents by their 
own ſtandard. It was now a year ſince the paſſover 
= was firſt inftitured at their quitting Egypt, and, at the 
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by that the tabernade was reared up, the doud: c 

A vered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night, - 

3 At the command of the Lord the children of Iſrael _ 

5 journeyed, and at his command they pitched their | 

e 

h | 

y ; +, +40 


_ Hunt. That was ſo conſtructed as to be ealily taken 
down and ſet-up; and the ark was carried on ftaves 
by the Levites. And Iſrael journeyed out of the wil- 1 
derneſs of Sinai, and came, under the direction of te 
cloud, to the wilderneſs of Paran; where we muſt 

leave them for 


Bs pr ivileges, though they were fed with bread from hea- 
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Lug. 1 Should think the Fraclites 1d be fo . 
| py under the immediate guidance of Pro- 
vidence, that they rg hardly W to 17 ns to 

| Canaan. 
" Aunt. They were not ſenſible of the value of their 


ven; for, inſtead of being thankful for the miracu- 
lous proviſion God had made for them, their ſouls 
loathed the manna. And Moſes heard the people 
weep throughout their families: and the anger of the 
Lord was kindled greatly; Moſes alſo was diſpleaſed. 
On this occaſion, though he was the meekeſt of men, 
he ſpoke peeviſhly unto the Lord, ſaying, Whence 
ſhould I have fleſh to give all this people ? for they 
ſay unto me, Give us fleſh that we may eat. I am 
notable to bear all this people alone; it is too heavy 
for me; if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray 
thee, - out of hand, and let me not ſee my wretch- 
ednefs. 
Tucy. I tremble for Moſes : I fear God will be 
angry with him! 150 
| Aunt. 


(, um 7 ,, 
. God ſaw his difficulties, and the anguiſh. | 
of his ſoul, And he ordered Moſes to chooſe ſe- 

venty of the elders, to bear the burden with him. 
And the Lord conimanded Moſes: to tall the people, 

| (as they had faid, Who ſhall give us fleſt to eat) 
The Lord will give you fleſh, and ye ſhall eat, not 
only one or two days, but a' whole month, till ye 
loathe it. Moſes himſelf was at firſt aſtoniſhed at 
what he was commillioned to tell them; and he fad 
unto the Lord, The people are fix hundred thouſand *' 
men: ſhall the flocks and the herds be flain for them? 

or, ſhall all the fiſn of the fea be gathered toget ery. 
to ſuffce them? But the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 
Is the Lord's hand waxed ſhort ? thou ſhalt ſee now: 
whether my word ſhall come to paſs or not. And 
the Lord cauſed the wind to blow, and brought up 
quails, and let them fall in great multitudes -rcund. 


about the camp. And the people gathered all that 


was angry with them, and ſmote them with a very 
great plague; ſo that they loathed the fleſh which 


the people journeyed to pe where Oo abode. , 
ſome time. 
By God's command, and at ad 0 

ear of 
the people, Moſes choſe out twelve men, a the World 
ruler out of each tribe, to go and ſearch 


\ ' 4 the 


day and- night, and the next day. But the Lord 


they had fo earneſty deſired; and many died. And 


I; Vs ſo large, chat they bore it between two on a 
taff: they brought alſo of the pomegranates and of 
” the fig; and came to Moſes and Aaron, and all the 
WE: - Maria. How the peopl muſt throng about them 
3 't hear what report they brought! EO FS OP 
Aunt. Undoubtedly they did. And the rulers ew 

9 ed them the fruit, and faid, It is a land flowing with 
milk and honey; but, they added, the people chat 
3 dell in the land are ſtrong, and the cities walled 
= high: the Amalekites dwell in the ſouth; 
. de Hittices, the Jebuſites, and the Amo 
v be mountains; and the Canzanites dwell by the 
1.2, and by the coaſts of Jordan. Upon this the 
3 ople grew tumultuous ; but two of the ſpies, Ca- 
leb and Joſhua, endeavoured to ſtill them, ſaying, 
Let us go up and poſſeſs the land; for we are well 
able to overcome it: but the men that went with 
they brought up an evil report of the ſaying⸗ 
5 | that the men which they faw were largs, and of 
= great flature; and that they ſaw giants there, in 
* . whoſe ſight they appeared as graſhoppers. And all 
the children of Iſrael murmured * 

aron, 
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| Aaron, 8 Would God we had del in Ee 
or would God we had died in this wilderneſs: where 
fore hath the Lord brought us unto this land to fall 
by the ſword, that our wives and children ſhould be a. 
prey ? let us make a captain and return into Egypt: 
And when Joſhua and Caleb heard this, they were 
exceedingly grieved: and they ſpake unto all the 
company, ſaying, Rebel not againſt the Lord, neither 
fear ye the people; for their defence is departed 
from them, and the Lord is with us. And all the 
congregation cried 'out, Stone them with ſtones. 
But the glory of the Lord appeared in the taberna- 

cle before them all. And the Lord faid unto Moſes, ' 


How long will this people provoke me? and how 


long will it be ere they believe me, for all the ſigns 
and wonders which I have ſhewn them? I will 
ſmite them and diſinherit them, and will make of 
thee. 2 greater nation, and mightier than they, + 

Maria. Surely Moſes will not pray Lond them 
again. ANTS 

- Aunt. The glory of God was dearer tor Mad Wa 
his own intereſt or honour; therefore he fupplicated 
and pleaded with the Lord, that for his own name's 
ſake, he would pardon this people: and the Lord 
heard his ſupplications on their behalf, ſo as not utterly 
to caſt them off. Vou ſee, my dear W wo 
PSs prayer has with God. | 

L 3 | Lucy. 


* 


E- phet of the Lord. 


Bod; but you may go to him as Moſes: did, and 


1 eee Prov. xxviii. 13. 


f TW 12 bs 
e But he was a very holy many and o pro- 


es Me wan bot it was Get cher be . 
b. 
example; ſor the Lord is a God hearing and anſwering 

prayer, of which we have innumerable inſtances in 
the ſcripture. eee eee ee e 

„ eee 
e e for I tink PRICE) 
TY Aut. And do you think God will 10 better 
5 pleaſed with you for never fecking his forgivencls 2 
maria. No, aunt; e 

e e eee ee 
nl 
eee, you cannot fly from 


plead with him to pardon you, reminding bim of his 
own word, which fays, He that confeſſeth and for- 


. George. Then God did not puniſh the Iſraelites. 

Hunt. God viſited their iniquities with ftripes, 
and their tranſgreſſions with a rod; nevertheleſs, 
his loving-kindaeſs he did not utterly take from 
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that land which 

EIS but, as for w_ 

childr $ wilderne 
5 


the ten ſpics, who immediately ſuccended r 
Ps a e ae eee x 
gg = at ws ATI er NE 
at 20.up to the place which the Lord and ſaid, 
them Pura ral eo vas hath-pro- 
chey preſumed ae Lad was novo hi 
 Geor m. e 1 
Ze. e e I ta 
———— SE 
Said to ning chem; but now 
r er et 
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RR Colon. 
Moſes, and 
nant, Which was the the ark of the cove- 
Eo h 
: 3 Wes 00s 6 
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Aunt. True, my dear. But . g 


< 176 * 
/ Hint. Their defeat by the Amalekites Fry ca- 


2 0 lion broke out: the authors were Korah, 


1. Dathan, and Abiram, with two hundred 
_ and fifty of the princes. They gathered themſelves to- 
_ gether againſt Moſes and Aaron, and upbraided them 


eee 1 
Maria. What did Moſes do in this affair? 

| | Hunt” He left the deciſion to the Lord; and told 

Korah and alt his company, who were of the tribe 

of Levi, to whom God had already given the charge 

of the tabernacle, that on the morrow the Lord 


would ſhow'who was holy, and who was his, ang 


unto them, Seemeth it a ſmall thing to you, that 
the God of Iſrael hath ſeparated you from the con- 


fire therein, and incenſe in them, and bring them 


before the Lord; even thou and Aaron, each of you 


his cenſer. Moſes ſent alſo to call Dathan and 


Abiram; who returned a moſt inſolent meſſage, in 


which they abſolutely refuſed to obey the ſummons. 


And Korah gathered the people unto the door of the 
| tabernacle. And. the glory of the Lord appeared. 


aa the Lord ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, 
Separate 


' naanites. © Soon after this, another rebel- 


: with waking too much upon them, telling them that the 


grepation, to do the fervice of the tabernacle, to bring 
you near to himſelf, and ſeek ye the prieſthood alſo? 
but this do, take every man of you cenſers, and put 


3 


that T may conſume chem ĩn a moment. And. Mo- 


tes and Aaron fell on their faces, ſayings; O Ge, 


the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, ſhall one wan 
ſin, and wilt thou be eee 
And the Lord faid unto Moſes,: Speak unto the peo 


ple, that they get them up from the tents of 'Korah, 


Dathan, and Abiram. And Moſes intreated them 


to depart from the tents of theſe wicked men; fo 


they gat them up from their tents on every fide. 


And the earth opened, and ſwallowed them up, and 

their tents, and all that appertained to them. 
Maria. I hope they had no children. 

Aunt. Theſe men wee tients and bp ods 

children in the fame ruin: their wives, their fons, 


and little children were with them at their tent doors;- 


and they all went down alive into the pit. And all 


Iſrael fled at the cry of them, fearing leſt the earth 


ſhould fwallow them up allo. 
_ George. How frightened I ſhould be if my friends 


were wicked ! 1 ſhould expedT the earth would. ſwal- 


low us up. 

Aunt. My dear George, you cannot be too thank- ; 
ful that you have good examples ſet before you z 
but your friends cannot fave you ; for there are with 
os Long as you. are, fins againſt the Lord your 
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Aunt. Commit 'yourſelf unto God, who is able to 
+ fave all that put their truſt in him: for he hath 


Many fortows ſhall be to the wicked ; but he 
truſteth in the Lor 
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LETS is 


po J informing you, that it was only the day 
after that tremendous judgment, which 1 related to 
you in our. laſt converſation, that the Iſraelites re- 
proached Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, Ye have killed 
the people of the 1 

Maria. I am almoſt tired with hearing of ther 
wickedneſs. I wonder God would bear with them! 

Aunt, Their vileneſs is recorded, to manifeſt the 


| long-ſuffering of God, and to ſhew that he is ready 8 


to forgive repenting ſinners; ; though his anger may. 
be kindled againſt them, as it was againſt Iſrael at 
chis time. And he ſaid unto Moſes and Aaron, : 


| Get ye up. from this people, that I may conſume, 


them i in a moment. And Moſes knew that che 
Lord had ſent a plague among them: and he ſaid 
unto Aaron, Go quickly into the camp and make. 
atonement for them: and Aaron. did ſo: and he 
ſtood between the tad. and, the living; and the 


plague 
4 


8 
1 


_ age was hi Now they, tat died of the 


- 


forth e rod had budded, bleſ- 


„ 


8 What a vaſt number! 
5 But God would have deſtroyed them all, if 


: CE AE KS GEDA them. 


Aut. Wicked people do not conſider how much 
they are indebted to the godly for the preſervation 


r 


in anſwer to che prayers of his people. 
Ne put an end to their murmurings about 


che priefithood, the Lord wrought a miracle. He 
"commanded Moſes to take twelve rods, a rod for 


each prince of a tribe ; their names were to be writ- 
ten on each, and the name of Aaron was to be 


upon that for the tribe of Levi; and Moſes laid up 


the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle. On the 
morrow, Moſes went into the tabernacle, and brought 


ſomed, and yielded almonds ; for the Lord had faid, 


The man whom 1 ſhall chooſe, his rod ſhall bloſſom. 
Aan nnen: token againſt the rebels. 


E 


the Thaclites, for the ſpace of about thirty-ſev 
years, when, he ral ales" hid" dee 


marches in che wilderneſs, they were brought once 
more to > the borders of the EO IO” In reſer- 


.. 


1 


ende to this period, Moes oompoſed, 3 


called, the goth Pſalm, entitled, A Prayer of Maes, | 
the Man of God, which would have you read at 
your leiſure. | It breathes a dpirit: of ardent devotion, 


and exhabits nne picture of the frailty of hu - 
RA; man naturk. 5 82 . 


<2 100 U in 
Ste Leeder Ps were orten by v. 


. e een eee, Ma. 


by him, at different times, and on different occaſions. 
Theſe, with other devout compoſitions, written by 


men who were inſpired of God, were collected ta- 
_gether, and placed in the order. in which they now 
and (as it is generally ſuppoſed) by Esra, aſter the 
return of che Jews from the Babylonith captivity. | 
Lucy. I hope we ſhall hear no more how of the 
— of he 'Hraclites. I ſhould":think they 
muſt have ſeen enough to convince them of u 
"II diſobedience to Gd. 
Aut. No outward ee eee 
or judgment, will effectually convince men of ſinzor 
produce true repentance towards God, utilels- ac- 
companied with the inſluences of his Spirit to the 
Heart. ' The conduct of che Iſraelites" a ffn ſuf- 


-ficient proof of this; for, notwithſtandin#' the va- 


rious * as had "Oat of einen 
vor- „ 200 WH a GO Ons: both 


| Wee” | 10 
2 V 4 * v 
2 v3 - 18 5 EF : 
— | I * Y 
* * f . 0 
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„„ B23 
both to 'preſerve and puniſh; they. no ſooner found 
a want of water, than they murmured again. 
| And the Locd ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, ſay- 
Y ing Take ye the rod; and ſpeak unto the-rock, and 
i>-{hall bring forth water. And Moſes and Aaron 
gathered the congregation together beforè the rock; 
and he faid unto them, Hear now, ye rebels, muſt 
veiroes We fetch you water out of this rock? And 
the World — nn onjog ah} pac 

came out abundantly. 
| © Tey. Moſes appears quite angry with the peo. | 
O85 3 ee chi we- | 
 caſton he ſpake unadviſedly with his lips. And the 
Lord was diſpleaſed with him and Aaron; for the 
Lord had commanded Moſes only to ſpeak to the 
rock, whereas Moſes ſtruck it twice. And the Lord 
ſaid unto Moſes and Aaron, Becauſe ye believed me 
nat, to ſanctify me in the eyes of the people, there- 
fore ye ſhall not Grebe e ge Io" 
land which I have given them. 
' Maria. Poor Moſes and Aaron I ſhould have 
| broken my heart with vexation. E 
Aunt. Moſes and Aaron bore with patience the 
indignation of the- — ey had finned 
- George How long dd they ve afer this ? 
3 Aant. 


Wo 210 


„Ae Ange Ronda a ſhort time. Au Ifrael 
jouneyed-from Kadeſh, and came to mount Hor, by 


the coaſt of Edom. And the Lord told Moſes that 


Aaron ſhould die in that mount, and ordered him to 


mount, and there to ſtrip Aaron of his prieſt's gar- 
ments, and put them on his ſon. And Aaron died 
on the a mount; . Mee me 


Lacy. eee to be ee de! 1 
what, muſt Moſes feel, when he knew he mult, ſoon 


follow ? 


_ Hunt. Aaron was not in a ptble condition yo! 


with Sardis and fatisfaRtion 5 it his offica:,apd 
bis death was no loſs to him, but gain. There is 
no enjoyment in this world to be compared with 


the felicity of heaven. Nor can I think that Moſes 
was diſcouraged: he would rather long to depart, 


and be with God, which is far better than ſtaying 


here. But the children of Iſrael mourned for Aaron. | 


And when king Arad, the Canaanite, heard that 
Ifracl came by. the way of the ſpics, he came and 
fought againſt them, and took ſome. of them priſon- 
ers: and Iſrael fought the Canaz 
ame. This viddery without hem 1b 
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tid Kere debe 0s this fide Jordan, "A | 
the infatuation of the nations, who came out to fight 
ſore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderneſs? for there is no bread, neither is 
there any water, and our fouls loathe" this light 
bread. On this orcafion the Lord ſet "fiery ſerpents 
— and they bit the People an wen, 


Woe: 4 

32 
Mamas eee ae Bris eithat — 2 
Weir Colour; but it is more probable that their bite 
bad dhe effect that fire would have, and that a vio- 
| was brought on by it, with exeruclating 
jake vhich ended in death! * (£96, Nie 2G: 
Gorge. Did non fecever that were bitten ? 
2 ut. Moſesg by the Lord's direction, made a fer- 
pent of bralsz and fer it on a pole, that it might be 
5 — 2 for all that mary] 
e be dee. an de e.. alt di dne bell 
Wen og ——— 7 e 
Aunt. It was the Lord's appointrient,- and che 
cure * dene Ruft ud they that believed in God 
1 280 found 


4 


6 ©. oil bit. «ds ä ah 
F . Io — 9 RY 4 
. 4 * Y 2 2 
f : 3 


„ 


IT 4 125 ) 
found. the efficacy of it; it likewiſe formed a ſigni- 


pent in the wilderneſs, even ſo (ſaid Jeſus, i in his di- 
courſe to nene 
up. John iii. 14. atv 
Maria. And when was he thus lifted up? 5 
Aunt. When he ſuffered on the croſs. The ęrect- 
ing of a brazen ſerpent on a pole, that had the 
figure, not the poiſon of thoſe ſerpents, doth, in a 
lively manner, ſet forth the lifting up of Jeſus on the 
Hl croſs, Who was made in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
though perfectly free from ſin himſelf. The looking 
at the brazen. ſerpent i is a fit emblem of believing 
in Chriſt crucified for falvation ; for he has faid, 
Look unto me al ye ends of the earth, and be. ye | 
faved. 
Ae; Did the little Aden look at the fer= . 
SF ln 
e we bien and | 
die; and ſo muſt you, Maria, if you do not look to 
Jeſus. + . Fl 
_ Maria. But I have not been bitten by a ſerpent. 
Aunt. The old ſerpent, the devil, goeth about 
like a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may devour ; 
and fince he ſeduced our firſt parents, we have be- - 
come an eaſy prey.to-him : for we are born in fin; 
br as 


. 


cant type of Chriſt, As Moſes lifted up the ſer- 7 


* . 
* * 


13 Lock unto Jeſus; for he has promiſed to 

> fave all that put their truſt in im. 
x 2 Did Moſes deſtroy the brazen ſerpent? 
„ Aunt. He did not: ee 
' Tees to che time of king Hezekiah, who, being in- 

| formed that the people paid a ſuperſtitious regard to 
* itz bad it broken to pieces. Aſter this miracle, the 
miete were attacked, firſt, by Sibon, king of the 
©  Athorites, and then by Og king of Baſhan, both of 
whom they . defeated” and New, and took Er 
of their cities, with the adjacent country. r 
* George . My filter told me, the thou the we ſouls 
Bear Bu t Balm to-day. N e ne 4 
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I phet who beat his als, and made hin, 


Au. No, dt k was\.the; Land dne 880 


the mouth of the e eee 


prove the madneſs of the prophet. 85 55 

Maria. Where was Balaam 5 zr wat 
Aunt. To Balak, the king of Moab, who had feat 
for him, knowing that he dealt in divination and en- 
chantments. And when the elders: of Moab and 
| the elders of Midian, came unto Balaam, they: faid 


out of Egypt, and. they cover the earth 3 and they 
abide in the Lee e come ee 
"Tier Gin be ubom thou- blefletis bleſſed, and 
he whom thou curſeſt is curſed. And Balaam de- 


laam, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not go with them ; thou 


ſhalt not curſe this people; for they ate. bleſſed. 


Ypon this, he refuſed to go, and ſent back the 


, 


meſſengers 
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Finn morning. But this only made 
che king more anxious to gain him over to curſe 


Ifracl, And he ſent princes, more, and more ho- 
Rong * 3 
motions. ; 

Lucy, What did be fay to is!? | 

' Fant. He told them, if Balak would give him 
his houſe full of ſilver and gold, he could not go 


beyond the word of the Lord, to do more or leſs; 


but he invited them to tarry that night, and he would 
inquire of the Lord. And God came unto Balaam 
it night, and gave him permiſſion to go with the 
men, if they came to call him; but it does not ap- 


. - pear that he waited for their calling; but roſe 


up early in the morning, and ſaddled his aſs, and 
| went with the princes of Moab; for his heart long- 
Q for the rewards. And God's anger was kindled; 


and the angel of the Lord ſtood in the way, for an 


adverſary againſt him. Lucy, fetch the Bible, and 
read the account : PE Ns EE 
| 1 aan. BS. 

George. He ought not to have beaten his poor 
aſs; for it was the means of ſaving his life. ; 

Lucy. When he came to the king, 1 am aftoniſh- 
edits: he ſhould fo plainly tell him, The word that 
God putteth into my mouth, that will I ſpeak. 
+ Aunt, It clearly appears, that he was influenced | 


6 


by the power of ö n 
to his on will, though he tried all poſſible means 
and' fooliſhly fancied, that by outdoing the Ifraclites 
in the number of altars and ſacrifices, the Moabites 
might gain the aſcendency in the favour of God, and 
he might obtain leave to curſe and deſtroy Iſrael; 
ofered bllocs and rams, and were acceprebinc ls 
doing. ne Liss 
Lucy. But Gal a. not ſuffer him' cure ki 
| peoples, enen 10. un 
Aut. By the Sante eee e 
obliged to prondunce bleflings: on Iſrael ; and bus 
he that opened the mouth of the aſa, guided d, 
mouth of this wicked man, to ſpea words contrary = 
to the deſire of his heart. Read his prophecies, 
Numbers xiii} and xx. N 18 Sn rs of 
Tac \ Moſes: himſelf could: ut lt mote . fully 
inn det Urs dies he mean, whim tis f.. 
There ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, and à ſvegtre 
ſhall riſe out of 15 8 ans ets: We NE... 
Moab? 3 

- Aunt. Chon: i ese Lind aids 
idee Chriſt, which was near 1500 ld. 
and it is thought by ſome, that the traditiowaligliiz:Mfac, 


| e by Balaam, being diſſeminated through the 
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© 130 = . 
Nai the way for the wiſe men's follow- 
ing the ſtar which appeared at the birth of Chriſt. 
The accompliſhment of this prophecy began in Da- 
vid, who fwayed the ſceptre over Iſrael, and gained 


Conſiderable victories over the Moabites. Balaam 


propheſied alſo the deſtruction of Amalek, Who was 
the firſt of the nations that came out againſt Iſrael, 
chat his latter end ſhould: be, that he ſhould periſh 
for ever. And of the Kenites, be ſaid, Aſher ſhould 
carry them captive; and ſhips ſhould come. from 
. Chittim, and afflict Aſher, Chittim, in Scripture, 
always means the inhabitants of Erchs, e 
. the Gireeks and Romans. ore tony £. 
 - George.: I want the hiſtory of the Bann; wil | 
e ow mamma, when eas 
with preſent you with Rollin's Hiſtory z there you 
will have an account both of the Greeks and Ro- 
And Balaam retured homez the kin 
alſo went his way. 
| Aria. Diſſatisfied enough ; he muſt be lady 
— Lunt. But Balaam ſuggeſted e a | moſt dia- 
Gorge. What was k! ern ng bottle 
Be | Aunt. 
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44, To dee ine Ibelites into folly and lack. i, 


uy, which he knew would bring down the wrath of 


God upon them: for this | purpoſe, he "counſelled 
the Moabites to invite Iſracl to the facrifices of their 
gods. 
Lucy. How col they be fo wicked and cus 


as to go! 


| Hunt. Probably they were not aware of he” | 
evil conſequences of this intercourſe, but only 
thought to gratify their curioſity, and be civil to 
theſe ſtrangers, who ſo Oy invited them 0 their 
feaſts, © 
Maria. There could not be . bang | in that. 
Aunt. But it produced a deal of miſchief: deep 


ſnares were laid for them: and they forſook the 
Lord, and joined themſelves to Baal-peor, the idol of 


the Moabites : in conſequence of which the anger of 
the Lord was kindled againſt Ifrael ; and a plague 


broke out among the people, of which no leſs / 


than twenty-four thouſand died. And the Lord 
ſaid unto | Moſes, Take the heads, or ones. 


ers of the people, and hang them up. And Mo- 
ſes gave orders to the judges to flay every one 


that was joined to Baal-peor. And Phinehas, a 
young man, the grandſon of Aaron, who was zealous | 
for God with a holy indignation, entered in among 


the people, and flew two of the moſt daring fitiners; + 


who ſuppoſed themſelves ſecure on account of their 
| dignity 


4 „ 


Aty. lb er R and 
| | Conbiy/a daughter of a prince of Midian: they 
 hought«chey/ might fin with impunity, and none 
| ere 
„ Bred Kone, 

 Thisis- aw-inftruRive leſſon to young ee to 
. 


| choice of their acquaintance, to conſult their friends 
| and ſuperiors, who, from their age and experience, 
| ere better 8 Der e N 


S k Marie. But, — 1 DENY! not go with any body 
1 r 
not lead me into evil. 


TT7CCCCCRT:: 4 Ss ws 2x 


I! win: Wided people vill often put on the maſk | 
8 of (goodneſs, virtue, and friendſhip, to betray the in- d 
_nocent: many young perſons have been thus en- | 
1 ſnared, who, from ſmall beginnings, have gone on | 


to commit enormous crimes, and have been cut off 

| in the prime of life, by the hands of juſtice, + 
Maria. Oh, aunt! can there be ſuch wicked people? 
I will never leave my mamma; or elſe 1 will never 
| E | 
E Aut. My dear, I hope you will always maintain 
1 e eee be preſerved from thoſe ſnares 
i rich which the world abounds; for very ſew are 
if like: Phinchas, of whom God gave this teſtimony, 
1 W 
| SVN. | his 


RT. | 
his wrach from the children of lil, he would kale 


of an SSP e ce that "484-2. privfihoot 


which ſhould endure to the end of the Jewiſh diſpen- 
ſation, and then be ſucceeded by the unchangeable 
prieſthood of Chriſt, which was: typified by that of 


ingly choſe. a thouſand men out of each tribe to go 
to war againſt the Midianites, whom they totally 
defeated, and took poſſeſſion of their country. Ba- 


was lain by the ſword. 


Moſes, having now brought the n pe 


the borders of the land of Cansan, and know- 
ing the time of his departure was at hand, wiſh- 
ed to impreſs upon their minds, a ſenſe of the good- 
neſs of God, and their obligations to him. For 


this purpoſe, he compoſed, what we call, the book of 


Deuteronomy : the word ſignifies a ſecond law, as it 
chiefly conſiſts in a repetition of thoſe laws God had 
enjoined upon them, with motives to obedience, en- 
forced upon the ground of their peculiar relation to 
God, and the wonders he had wrought on their be- 
half. This book of the law was to be read pub- 


licly, at the end of every ſeven years, on the feaſt „ | 


tabernacles. Moſes, having by the command of Gd 
vor. I. | EIN * 8 ap- 


Aaron and his deſcendants. And the Lord faid 
unto Moſes, Avenge the children of Iſrael of 
Midian : | afterward thou ſhalt die. Moſes accord 


laam alſo, who, by his counſel mee Iſrael to ſing : 
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( 134 )) 
e ede to be his ſucceſſor, ee che peo. 


ple together to ſtrengthen and encourage them, wich 
the affurance that though he ſhould be removed by 


- Heath, the Lord would go before them, and deſtroy 
_ the nations. He then addreſſed Joſhua, ſaying, Be 
| Rrong and of a good courage, for thou muſt go with 
this people, and bring them into the land which the 
Lord will give them: the Lord is he that goeth be- 
fore. thee, he will not fail thee, nor forſake thee; fear 
not,” neither be difmayed. He then gave Joſhua 
the charge of the people, and ne den 
river Arnon to mount . which he gave to 
_ the tribes of Reuben, and Gad, and half the tribe of 
Manaſſeh: ſo their poſſeſſions lay on this ſide Jordan. 
Lucy. WWA 
enjoy themſelves. * - 
© Hunt, They obtained this bin en NI of 
185 their affiſting the reſt of the tribes in all their wars, til 
| they had: Wee the ee and nen che 


Ts. Did PER fulfil their ee | 
Aut. They did; and left their wives and child- 
85 ven in the cities which they had taken. {is 2 

| Maria. Who protefed the women and dd. 
cen? | 

. The God of I-, and thre as no vil 
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| came near their dwellings. Maſe, bee gabe 1 


laid up in the ark, with eee it „ 
to the people. He aſterwards pronounced à bene 
diction upon the twelve tribes, which ma) be con- 
_ fidered both as a prayer for, and a prophecy of, their 
future felieity, and then gave them ſome glorious 


promiſes in the name of God, which 8 will n 


in Deut. chap. xxxiii. 
Maria. How long did Moſes "om afcer this 15 


Aunt. But a ſhort time. And Moſes went up 


from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of 
Nebo, to the top of Piſgar, over againſt Jericho. And 
the Lord gave him a view of all the land of Ca- 


man; and Moſes died there, at the age of one hun- 


dred and twenty years. | 

Maria. I hope I ſhall not die alone; who buried 
tim ? 

Aunt. We can never be alone if God i with us, 

and if you were dying, my dear, and God was not 


with you, what could your friends do for you in that 
hour? they could not fave you: ſeek, my dear child- 


ren, an intereſt in the love of Jeſus 3 and then, if 
death come, it will not be a matter of any conſe- 
quence whether you are in company or alone; you 
will ſoon be tranſlated into an innumerable com- 


pany of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made per. _ 
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_f& We are told that God buried Moſes, and that - 
mme place of his- ſepulchre was not known. And 


the children of Iſrael wept for Moſes thirty days. 


And there aroſe not a prophet like unto Moſes, 


whom the Lord. converſed with face to face: he 
was both prophet and king. In this, as well as in 
"ny Wer things, n eee, $i 
Chriſt, 
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4 cred Hiſtory the more anxious we are to 


bear: 1 think we could ſtay all day, and not be tired. 3 
Aunt. I am happy, my dear children, to find you 


ſo willing to attend: may the Lord give you under- 
ſtanding hearts. We have now gone through the 


hiſtory of 2552 years and a half, from the beginning 
of the world, forty of which had been ſpent in the 


wilderneſs, till all that murmuring generation WNas 
conſumed, except Joſhua and Caleb; and now their 
children, which they ſaid. ſhould die in the wilderneſs, , 
are about to enter the. promiſed. . * 


command of Joſhua. 


Maria. I almoſt e 3 1 Pl pas. | 


many of them will be killed before. hey! LOR 
Canaanites. Bed” 156 5 £48138 $2 


- Aunt, I hope, my denre Neun will Gi 


when you hear what the Lord faid. to Joſhua... He 


ſpake unto him ſaying, Ariſe, and go over this Jor- 


dan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which 
e ee 


2 Mrs aunt, the farther we go in che Sas | 


» * 


! 
i 


—— 


* — — — ——— ——ꝛ——. 2 4 
oO — — — — — ——ß——— —— — — * * — ceh - * —̃— — F 
. — | _ T3 * - *** © YET hc. : 0 — 7 N 9 8 8 TY" 
* : o a £ 
l - * 13 4 
* C a 2 
* 1 — . 1 » % 4 * 
: i b4 . 4 
5 1 N , ” 
: " 5 4 by » 
» 
* * » 
* 
4 Py SYS : , 
o * 
a 5 
%. 
* 
= 


* 1 W N * 
| — * 
71 — 9 
37 
* __— ” , * * 
5 
g * 
* 


from Lebanon to the river Euphrates : there ſhall 
not a man be able to ſtand before thee all the days 
of thy life ; as I was with Moſes" fo will I be with 


thee: obſerve to do according to all the law which 


Moſes my ſervant commanded thee ; turn not from 


it, that thou mayeſt proſper : meditate therein day 


and night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to do according 
do all that is written; for then ſhalt thou make thy 
| Irons, ant hat have good ſucceſs. 


| George. wo was * to > Joſhua, and the child- 
„ ere agg 
Aunt. ane Tore the precepts of God. 
It is as binding upon us to meditate on the word of 
"God both day and night, as it was on them; and 
therein the Lord will proſper our way. For the 


_ "apoſtle, with the freedom of a vigorous faith, ex- 


'tends the promiſe contained in this addreſs, to all 


believers : as you may perceive by looking to the be- 


ginning of the 13th chapter of the Epiſtle to the He- 


1: Joltiua, being now fixed as leader or general of 


the armies of Ifracl, ſent out two ſpies ſecretly; and 


"they entered Jericho, and went into Rahab the har- 


lot's houſe, It is probable ſhe kept a houſe of en- 


tertainment for travellers. Now the king of Jericho 


© had intelligence, that two men of Iſrae] were come 


Into the city, and that they were in Rahab's houſe: 
and the king ſent and commanded her to bring them 


( 1300 
forth. — the danger to-which tht El 
would be expoſed, concealed them, and told the 
| king's meſſengers that the men had been there, but 
that they left her about the time of ſhutting of the 
gates: ſhe advifed an immediate purſuit, and her ad- 
vice was followed. She then returned to the ſtran- 
gers, whom ſhe had hid on the roof of the houſe, and 
entered into free converſation with them; telling 
the Lord had wrought for Iſrael, in drying up the 
Red Sea, and in the deſtruction of the Amorites, their - 
hearts did faint, neither, faid ſhe, was there any 
courage remaining in any man, becauſe of you: for the 
Lord your God, he is God in heaven and in earth. 
What a manifeſtation is here of Rahab's faith, and 
its fruits, which are ſo highly celebrated in the New 
Teſtament. She was: afterwards married to Bal. 
2 fo reef NOR 
of the Meſſiang. 
Maria. Did a. wake har hana 
| Aunt, No; ſhe de ſired them to fivear unto her by 
the Lord, that as ſhe had ſhewed kindneſs unta them, 


Manat Let ab ab bs) 


ſo they would ſhew kindneſs unto her, and to her fa. | | 
ther and mother, W F 
their lives from death. nde 95 


Lucy. gene Ae for dainkiogof e 
Aunt. Herein ſhe has n 


5 y 
ple; 
- 


ple; may we be enabled to follow it, to pray for 
_ them who take no thought for - themſelves, that the 


| bend rem Thus 
vas fixed upon le for ths who were found 
in it, when others: were utterly deſtroyed. a 

"by 1 men Set * W cap. 1 


(' 140" )) 


Lord would deliver their ſouls from death. 


_* George, What did the men ſay to her W | 


- Lunt. They {ware unto: her, to deal kindly and 
through a window ; for her houſe was on the town- 
wall. And the men ordered her to fix the ſcarlet 
— 26 à mark to chem, 0 N eee 


Lktget ? ev 


. N W 


lowing words, Truly the Lord hath delivered into 
our hands all the land; for even all the inhabi- 


early iti the morning, and took meaſures for the p:0- 
pes 1 __ the ren of: than ae, 
ment. 


. 5 
' Aunt. They had Jordan ge a 


ns very borders of it chat e fe be 
ready to paſs over im the morning. 13d. 


£ + i, = | Lucy, 


Om) 


© Tuey, Did they gh that the waters would. be 
ae ? | | 
| Aunt. It does not appear r that they. did: 1 they 
expreſſed no, diſtruſt about the event: At any time 
the paſſage of ſuch a multitude of men, women, and 
children, with flocks and herds, and all their ſub - 
Nance, by fords, muſt have. been attended with 
difficulty and delay; but when Jordan overflowed. 
its banks, it muſt certainly have been impracticable. 
Joſhua, therefore, to encourage their faith, ſaid unto 
them, To-morrow the Lord will do wonders among 
you; and he will, without fail, drive out from be- 


fore you the inhabitants of the land: for behold, the 


ark of the covenant paſſeth over before you into Jor- 


_ dan; and as ſoon as the ſoles of the feet of the prieſts 


that bear the ark ſhall reſt in the waters of Jordan, 
the waters of Jordan ſhall be cut off from the waters 
that come down from above; and they ſhall ſtand 
up on a heap. q 
George. In the fame manner us the Red Ses“ 
Aunt. It was ſomewhat different: here the Ms 
nel was left dry for the ſpace of ſeveral miles, the wa- 
ters running off towards the dead ſea, while thoſe 
above ſtood like mountains very far back towards 
| the ſea of Tiberias, without overflowing the adja - 
cent country: their paſſage through the Red Sea was 
RE en in 
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A. 


wm) 
a ith night; Meving From their enemies but thi 
- wes in the day, in full view of Jericho. 

"Pay: What a noble ſight it muſt be! 

©: Aunt, Indeed it was; e 
which was a ſymbol of God's preſence, ſtood in the 
middle of Jordan all the day, while all the people 
paſſed over on dry ground. And: Joſhua, ordered 
chat twelve men, a man out of every tribe; ſhould 
take each a ftone, and ſet it up in Jordan, 
Where the ark had ftood, and that they ſhould bring 
twelve ſtones out of Jordan. And when all the 
people had paſſed over, Joſhua. commanded: the 
_ prieſts to come up out of Jordan: and ĩt came to paſs 
as ſoon as their feet had touched Canaan's land, the 
waters overflowed all their banks, as they did before. 


8 And they encamped in Gilgal on the eaſt 


de Wola of Jericho. Fhe wilderneſs, through which 


Ver tte children ef Irael paſſed, is emblem- 
tical of the world, in which we ſojourn; the 
river Jordan, of death, through which we muſt all 
paſs ; and Canaan, of heaven. Jeſus, of whom the 
ark was a type, has paſſed through Jordan, and 
opened a way for his people; many of whom have 
gone triumphing through the Jordan of death, in 
the midſt of their enemies, and have obtained a glo- 
tous entrance into the heavenly Canaan above. 

Serge. You have not informed us, Aunt, what 
Joſhua 


— 


us) 


„ = 

out of Jordan. 1 44 op; - Rl 

Aut. Joſhua ereted. hw 3 as a monument 15 
5 Giloat to perpetuate this glorious event. f 


Cate Then I ſuppoſe. they. marched. inne- 
a to Jericho. 1 


pliance on this occaſion, when they had juſt entered 


an enemy's country, ſhows their faith in God, and 
confirms the opinion that this generation was the 
beſt of the Iſraelites. We may ſee by them the ad» 
vantages of a religious education: they were brought bY 
up under the immediate tuition of Moſes, and had 
profited by his inſtructions; whereas their fathers, 5 


having lived in Egypt, had contracted many evil ha- 
bits from the Egyptians. 
Lucy. Did the manna fall as uſual? 


Aunt. They had not long entered Canaan before | 
the manna ceaſed ; and they ate of the corn of the 


land, But a pot of the manna was preſerved, and 


laid up in the ark, as a memorial of the miraculous 
ſupplies, which God granted his people in their pale 


ſage through the wilderneſs. 


Now it came to paſs one day, as Joſhua was 8 


the city, that be. faw a man with a drawn ſword in b 
hand; 


Aunt. r - 
| ed the ſiege. By the command of God they: firlk 
attended to their religious duties: their ready oo 
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or for our enemies? And he ſaid, As captain of 
. the Lord's hoſt am I come. Then Joſhua fell to the 
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been dreaming about the taking of Jeris 
cho pray in what manner did they make the attack ? - 
Aunt. The armed men marched before, and in the 
teur; and the prieſts with the ark in che centre, 
blowing trumpets of ram's horns; and they went 
round the eity, with orders that none were to out; 
till Joſhua gave the word of comminid. They 
marched in the fame' order the ſecond: day, and cbn- 
tinued to do ſo ſeven days ſucceſfively : om the fer. 
venth' day, they encor the city ſevert times; 
and the ſeventh time, Joſhua ſaid unto” the 


Shoittz ſor che Lorch bach given you die city: And 
1 e e ee e deen flat; and made a fer 

Lucy. What became of Rahab ; for her Hou 

Wen en the town-wall 7 itt 24] vol; noma) 

Aut. It was by! a miracle that the wall fell, and 

that God who looſened fo 

that on a ſudden they were levelled with the 

Vol. I. ; 5 a HY 
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ee d dn bn a rock.” And Joſhus 
commanded the two men, whom ſhe had concealed, 


| "Ro to fetch her, and all that were with her in her houſe. 
=_ And they brought her out, and all her kindred. Then 


they utterly deſtroyed both old and young: they 
| ſpared none ; and they burnt the city with fire; only 
the filver and gold they put into the treaſury of the 

Lord's houſe. Thus the Lord was with - Joſhua, 

and his fame {pread through all the country. 

3 OSS ns00t-wery con $6.Þ0. and d6- 
5 "oy. n ed by the 
authority of the King of kings all the Canaanites 
were in open rebellion againſt God: they had re- 
| nounced. him, and worſhipped other, gods; yet it 
was in his cities they dwelt, for the whole earth is 


mme Lord's. . Now the Iſraelites were appointed by 


God himſelf to be the executioners of his juſtice on 
theſe rebel nations: and if they let them eſcape, the 
Lord aſſured them they ſhould not go unpuniſhed. 
| Joſhua next beſieged Ai; but there the Iſraelites 
Hed before oe ons, wh e men were 


eee How i is hs? . Lat 
Aunt. Becauſe Iſrael had ban Tobin was 

oben Iicacl tarncd their bocke ap thely epe- 
mies : rn. 
| | p the 


0 147 0. 


Ge 10 the Lord told him that Iſrael bad | 
| ole of the accurſed ching, and that he would be 
no more with them, except they e 
curſed from amongſt tem. 
Tucy. Howiwee Jolbua to bnd ir r N 
Aunt. eee eee 
covered by lot. He brought out the tribes one by 
one, and the tribe of Judah was taken; and Achan 
was found to be the man: for he had ſtolen a Baby- 
loniſh garment, and ſome ſilver and gold, and hid 
them in his tent in the earth: he acted as if no eye 
ſaw him: but God noticed the whole tranſaction. 
If ever you, my dear children, are tempted to com- - 
mit any evi, which you would not do in the ſight of 
munen remember that God ſees .. 
Lucy. I am ſure, aunt, if we did that, we could 
never venture upon any thing we knew to be ſinks | 
bars ee eber pl rj | 
Aunt. Joſhua ordered that be abe li his 75 
PE CL ſtolen, his tent and all 
his ſubſtance, ſhould be taken into the valley of 
| Achor: and there they ſtoned them with ſtones, 
after which they burnt them with fire: ſo the 
Lord turned from the fierceneſs of his anger, and 
encouraged Joſhua with a promiſe, that the city os N 
Ai, and her king, ſhould be given unto him: and | 
nn .... 
e Marie. | 


into a Shred) eee 


0 8 


N 4 Maria: What a pity. Achan (did not whit alittle | 
_ py e eee e by 


Ms {350 FL 199 * 2055 Mes: of 


1 at our r POR ez; 


"George. Ss Jobben ebe Al 15 | 
Aut. . 


| 2 and burnt nee er e ee 
toil they took for themſelves, | 


.., George. Pray nut what eas the cute th 
eie 115 "x 

'- Aunt. He' choſe out thirty a men, al 
erm re ape de city, while he and 


his army approached unto it: and when the people 


of Ai came out, Joſhua fled before them, till he had 


drawn all the men from the city; then, by a ſignal 


given to the ambuſh, they arofe and ſet fire to the 


eity. And when the men of Ai faw their city on 
| fire, they had no power left: and Joſhua turned 


upon them, and flew them. After this, Joſhua 


bullded an altar to the Lord God of Iſrael, and 


wrote upon the ſtones a copy of che law: and af. 
ſembled” the people, men, women, children, and 


ſttrangers, that all might hear the law read, both the 
bleflings and the curſes, that they. might fear the 


Lord, 


o 
i 


5 1409 ; 


Lord, and ferve him: though engaged in wars they: "i 


did not neglect religious duties. The Gibeonites, by 


craft, obtained a league, and thus ſaved their lives; 4 


but were condemned by Joſhua to perpetual bond- 
3 W 
Lucy. Who were the ee Fa 75 | 

| Aunt. A people dwelling in Canaan, who. had | 
heard that Joſhua was not to make league with the 
| Canaanites, though he might with diſtant nations: 
therefore ſome of their princes put on old ſhoes, and 
took mouldy | bread with them, ang: came to the 
camp of Iſrael. _ 

| Lucy, What end could this anſwer 2 „ 

Aunt. They pretended they were come from a 
far country to ſeek an alliance with Iſrael, and ſaid that 
their ſhoes were new, and their bread bot, when | 


= 3 


they ſet out. And Joſhua believed them, and did 


not aſk counſel of the Lord; he accordingly made 
a league with them, but foon found that he had been 
_ deceived. | 

Lacy. But as they were not the 3 a pre- 
tended * ſurely he might be free from his pro- | 


miſe. . 0 


1 Joſhua aid x not think fo:. 8 ſhould *g 


never be made, without due canſideration; but, 
when once made, they ought to be performed, though 
e be to our diſadvantage. And che children of 

. Ifract - | 


N ES 
+ 


* 8 
"a 
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hee e aid came to the cities of the Gibes 


onites, which were four in number. Joſhua re- 


proved them for thus beguiling him, and told them, 
that they ſhould be bond-men, and hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water to the houſe of God. 

_ George. Did the Gibeonites agree to this? 
Aunt. They did; and Joſhua returned to the camp 
at Gilgal. But the king of Jeruſalem, hearing that 
the Gibeonites had made peace with Iſrael, feared 
greatly, for Gibeon was a royal city : and he ſent to 


four neighbouring kings, ſaying, Come and help me, 
and we will ſmite Gibeon. Then the Gibeonites 


ſent to Joſhua, ſaying, Come up to us quickly and 
fave us; for all the kings ve. the. Aunoriics are ga 
tered together againſt us. TD 

" George. This is a fine opportunity for JOE to 
get rid of them. _ 

Aunt. In what connection, George, did the Gi. 
beonites ſtand with the Iſraelites at this time 10 5 


Secorge. 1 do not know. 


Aunt. As their ſervants; and 4 1. to 
protect them. Joſhua immediately went out with all 
the men of war. God having told him that his ene- 


mies ſhould bg delivered into his hands, he went up 


from Gilgal in the night, and came on chem fud- 
denly, and flew them with a great flaughter, and 
Purſued them MY Beth-horon : as they 


fled, 


e 7; 
fed, the Lord ſent great hall-ſtones down from bes- 
ven; and there were more that died of the hail than 


by the ſword. Joſhua, finding that the day would 


not be long enough for him to complete his victory, 
looked up to God, with a ſtrong faith that the Lord 
would grant his requeſt, and fd, in the full view 
of his army, Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon, and 
thou Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the fun 
Rood ſtill in heaven, and haſted not to go down about 
a whole day; for the eee e for Iſrael. The 
five kings were taken alive, and Joſhua ordered 
them to eee 6 r- g "0p e WON | 
cities. _ 

Maria. Did the Ifraclites dwell in Gbr 
Aunt. No; they returned to the camp at n 
but were ſoon called out again to action. The 
kings with whom Joſhua had waged war fix years, 
now brought it to a termination themſelves, by unit- 
ing all their forces againſt Iſrael: and when they 
| Were all met together, they were in multitude as the 
mera in with n. and er 8 
. 

Maria. Was not If! afaid to go forth ring 
ſuch a multitude ? 

Aunt. They had the Lord for their defence, who 
promiſed that on the next day he would deliver that 
ml multitude up to them: they went forth in faith | 
£ ' rehjing 


\ 


K 


them all, and took their cities. Thus the Iſraelites, 


5 under Joſhua, ſubdued the kings of Canaan, in all. | 


one and thirty. They alſo deſtroyed the Anakims, 


or giants, ſrom the mountains; and there were none 


2 left ſave only in Gaza, and in Gath, and in Aſhdod. 
Having.now, got the whole land into his poſſeſſion, 
NE Joſhua divided it by lot among the child- . 


the World ren of Iſrael, according to their Sins and 
W - they reſted from war. 
What did they do then? | 
Aunt. Their firſt concern was to ſeek out e 


on up in hen where © 


it continued three hundred years. The Reubenites, 


Gadites, and the half tribe of Manaſſeh, having 


ſettled their brethren in their poſſeſſions, returned to 


their own, on the other fide. Jordan: and Joſhua : 


bleſſed them before they departed. _ 
Lucy. How rejoiced their children muſt be to ſee 


others were rejoicing. 


- Aunt. We do not read of any of the Iſraclites- be- ; 


ing flain, except the thirty-ſix before. Ai. Thus 
you ſee how wonderfully the Lord preſerves his peo- 


pls, when they obey his commands... Joſhua, being 


| a ee in years, gathered all Iſrael toge - 
S SST: 3 ther, 


3 
* 


n, 


5 them after ſo long an abſence; but perhaps ſome 
were ſlain: ſo that there were ſore mourning while. 8 
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; . 1 
ther, and recited God's wonderful dealings with 
them, exhorted them to obedience, and renewed the 
covenant between them and God, and then died, 
being one hundred and ten years old. And Iſrael 
ſerved the Lord all the days of Joſhua, and of the 
elders that out-lived him, who had known all the 
works of the Lord, that he had done for Iſrael. 
Maria. Did not they always ſerve the Lord? 
Aunt. In the ſubſequent hiſtory you will find un 
they forfook God, and that he punifhed them 
giving them into the hands of their enemies; but on | 
deen Nee he” ferit them ddiverers, who were 
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r they became a 
ſnare to them, and drew them off from following the 
true God to ſerve their idols. This was a time of 
anarchy and confuſion, for the Lord forſook them, 

__ and they became ag eaſy prey to their enemies; and 
God gave them up into che hand of Cuſhan-riſh- f 
Year of Athaim, king of Meſopotamia, who brought 

: the. World them into bondage, and they continued in 

"pA ſubjection to him eight years. Then they 

' cried unto the Lord: and God had compaſſion on - 


them, and ſent them a deliverer, who became their 


Judge. His name was Othniel, the fon of Kenaz, . | 


| Caled's 


| 4 5 ) 
Galeb's' younger: binithas, i 1 


againſt the king of Meſopotamia, hom he van? * 
quiſhed and ſubdued, and thus ſecured the-enjoy= - "| 


. ment of peace to the Iſraclites for the ſpace of forty 
vears. But after the death of Othniel, they did evil 


again in the ſight of the Lord, and were given up 8 


to their enemies. The Ammonites and the Ama- 
* joined with n barns e 
them in pegs: Geben years. And they e 
unto the Lord; and he raiſed them up another deli- 
verer, whoſe name was Ehud. He was ſent by the 
Uraelites with a preſent to Eglon, which, when he 
had preſented, he ſuddenly returned, and faid, I have 
a ſecret errand unto thee, O King; and all thoſe - 
that were preſent withdrew. | Then W 
have a meſſage from God unto thee. Upon which, 


Eglon aroſe from his ſeat. And Ehud took his 


dagger and ſtabbed him: then, going out of the 


| parlour, he ſhut the door and locked it: the king's 


* attendants, not ſuſpecting any thing, let Ehud-paſs, 
who eſcaped to Seirath. He immediately gathered 


| Irael together on mount Ephraim, where: they flew 
ten thouſand valiant men of Moab: And they con- 
tinued in peace till the death of Ebud, after which 
they relapſed into their old fin. And God gave 
them into the EF A, Oy 


whom | 


* 


0 n the: Lord giveth it: for he defeated Sifera, 


„„ 
e e eg . 


e eee 


Maria. Then they had no Jinks a this thaehi5; 
Au. There was a very pious woman, who 
Frey mount Ephraim; her name was Deborah, 
a; propheteſs : and the children of Ifrael came to her 


him that the Lord God of Iſrael had commanded, 
fayirig/ Fake ten thouſand men of Iſrael, and go to- 


wards mount Tabor. But Barak refuſed to go, ex- 


cept: Deborah would go with him, which fhe con- 
ſented to do, telling him that the journey would 
not be to his honour, ſor the Lord would ſell Siſera 
into the hands of a woman. And Deborah went up 


wit him to Kedeſh, where he: gathered the people 
|  togkthiery even ten thouſand men. And the ſaid 
unto Barak, Up, for this is the day in which the 
Lord hach delivered Siſera into thine: hands: is not 
the Lord gone out before thee? And Siſera came 
out againſt them with nine pe War — 


— prone - 
- George. Pn _ thought be ee 


| whe victory. 


Cates dvds: bs ts DAE 
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| and all his hoſt: and Barak flew hen all win b. 
ſword. 


| George. e not a woman 9 Site? 
Aunt. Siſera was ſo hard eee 
from his chariot, and eſcaped on foot to the tent of 


2 Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, where, after 


taking ſome refreſhment, he fell aſleep: and Jael | 
took a nail and, with a hammer, drove it through 
his temples. Thus all the purpoſes of God * be; | 


accompliſhed. ' 
\Lucy. I-ſuppeſe ſhe Ui it, bcauſo ho was ene 
my to the Lord's people. 


Aut. Undoubtedly ſhe b l to 6 bs fucks ; 
Now Barak was purſuing Siſera. And Jael came 
dut to him, and ſaid, I will ſhew thee the man whom 
thou ſeekeſt. And ſhe brought him into her tenty - 
Where Siſera lay dead, with the nail in his temples; 
So God ſubdued on that day, Jabin king 5 
of Canaan, before the children of Ifrael. the Wenge 
For a memorial of this victory, Deborah N 
compoſed a beautiful ſong, or divine Ode; which! © 
you may read in the 5th chapter of Judges.” | 
| Maria. Surely now they will ae in the cn 
mands of God's law. | Ws 
_ Aunt, When their afflictions were over, e ſoon 
forgot God, and followed their evil propenfities. 
N — 5 n Midian- 
. I, * ites, 


— 5 


— 


6 18 ) 
"we; ü d end Wem aid Koe 
their corn and cattle, ſo that for fear of them they 
hid themſelves in caverns and dens. In this ſitua- 
tion they continued ſeven: years. Then they beſought 
the Lord for deliverance'; and he ſent a prophet to 
n before he raiſed up a judge, 


or deliverer: after which, Gideon, the 
" 


. the World ſon of Joaſh, was choſen for that purpoſe ; | 
, Which was made known to him HEN an 
Eg. 


" Moria., ts met appear to | him? 
_ Hunt. As he was threſhing wheat by a wine-preſs, 
to hide it from the Midianites. And he faid 


unto him, The Lord be with thee, thou mighty 


man of valour. And Gideon anſwered, If the 
Lord be with us, why is all this befallen us? 
where are all his miracles which our fathers told 


us of? but now the Lord has forſaken us, and given 
Aus up to our enemies. And the Lord looked upon 


him, and ſaid, Go in this thy might, and thou 


_ * ſhalt fave Iſrael; have not 1 ſent thee?” From 
which expreſſion we may infer, that this angel was 


the Son of God, who, on the preſent occaſion, and 


ſeveral others, appeared in a human form, as a pre- 


lude to his becoming man in the fulneſs of time. 
And Gideon deſired a ſign that he might be cer- 
n truth of what God had ſaid unto him. 

a | I + md 


(6130 9 


Aud Gideon brought a kid, with cakes, and bk: - 
and preſented it. And the angel of God faid, Lay 
them on this rock, and pour out the broth. And | 
he did fo. Then the angel of the Lord touched 
them with the ſtaff which was in his hand; and, bß 
fire miraculouſly kindled, the whole was conſumed 
as a facritice, not as an entertainment; by which it 
appeared he was God and not man. And the FO 
departed out of his ſight.” <a 
| Lucy. Did the Lord give Gideon any y inftruions a 


% 


how he was to proceed? wok 4 x 
92 Aunt. It was revealed to bi that. Ry * : 
+ add bio. n e break down the altar of - 
a Baal, which his father had made, and to cut down + 
doe grove which ſhaded it: by this he declared oben 
war againſt Iſrael's idolatry, before he attacked their 
enemies. Gideon was. afterwards ordered to build z 
an altar, and to offer ſacrifices. to the Lord; intimat- 
ing that their ſins could be pardoned only through 
that atonement which was therein typiſied. And 
he took ten of bis father's ſervants, and did as the 
Lord commanded him; but, fearing. his i; and 
the men of the city, he did it in the night. 5 
e YORK: did tho. people: 1 in the. mor- 


owt | 
© Ant. They concluded it was Gideon and cams "2 
a 8 ; P'A : to 


5 3s. 


{ 260 ) 


Wikis father, deſiring n his / For _ 
he might die. | We 
Maria. Poor Gideon! | Be 
_ » Hunt. His hier... who ems to "Wy been the 
8 idolatry, was ſtruck with his ſon's 
courage, and faid unto the people, If Baal be God, 
Feet him plead for himſelf, ped him who has caſt 
| down his altar. , - 

Luc. What eftet had this on the minds of the 
. people? * | 
Aunt. It appears to have wa 
in that city ; for when the Midianites and Amalekites 
gathered together, and ſet themſelves in battle array 
- againſt the children of Iſrael, Gideon blew with a 
- trumpet, and the people of his own city followed him: 
| and he ſent meſſengers to four other cities to join 
«him. Gideon, being ſomewhat diſcouraged on view- 
nung the vaſt multitude of the enemy, aſked a ſign of 
the Lord. He propoſed to put a fleece of wool on the 
ground, and if that was wet with the dew, and the 
earth dry all round, then he ſhould believe that the 
Lord would ſurely fave Iſrael by his hand. The Lord 
granted his requeſt, yet he was not ſatisfied : he aſked | 
| the reverſal of the ſign, begging the Lord would not 
be angry with him, and obtained it. Early in the 


morning he marched his army, and pitched at Harod, 


"i 1610 


Se Mating bei 0 dn de h e e ; A 


along the valley like graſhoppers for multitude: 
Gideon, out of thirty-two thouſand men who came - 
to him, by divine direction, -choſe only three hun- 
| wer en d chotn de. per- wet bg he 
_c Ws 
-- + Lucy. I cannot conceive how he could accompliſh 

it with ſo few men. 

Aunt. And this ſmall ene W 0. 
retained preſent proviſions, and each a trumpet. 


George. They muſt appar as if hey were ging 5 f 


rm rather than to fight. - . N 
Aunt. Gidcon's th was fnegured 60 LONDIAS 
| him, if he yet feared, to take his ſervant with him by - _ 
night to the camp of the enemy, and hear what they _ 
| ſhould fay: he accordingly went down, and heard 
a man telling a dream to his comrade ; that a cake 
of barley bread tumbled into the hoſt . 
and ſmote a tent, and overturned it. ; 
Lucy. What could 9 make of ae 
dream? | 
Sexe, Tus dees iefelf Ses an hag Litle fg- 5 
nificancy in it; but the interpretation which the 
other man gave to him that told the dream, ftrength- 
ened Gideon's faith. And he worſhipped God, and 
returned to his men, and told them, n 
had delivered the hoſt of Midian into his hands. 
ys NY | e cb, 


* * _ * — —— — as ad 
* i! 


made them think every one they ſaw an enemy; 


. ( 162) 
— But you have not told us the intepreta- 


| tom of the dream. 


ws, The man ford unto his fellow, This ie n 


thing elſe fave the fword of Gideon, the ſon of Jo- 


aſh, for into his hand hath God . 


and all the hoſt. 


. Mori. 1 long to know how they were put t 


; fight with trumpets. 


Aut. Gideon divided his men into three compa- 


nies, and put a trumpet into every man's hand, 


with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers ; 
thus concealing their lamps, they paſſed unobſerved 
to their appointed ſtations ; and the men thus divid- 
ed were able to compaſs the whole camp of the 
Midianites: then, in the dead of the night, when 


moſt of their enemies were faſt aſleep, they began all 
at once breaking their pitchers one againſt another, 
with as much noife as they could, at the fame time 


blowing the trumpets and ſhouting, < The ſword of 
the Lord and of Gideon. 

| Lucy. ene 
confuſion the Midianites muſt be in! they muſt 


n a large army, 


EC 


eee en 


and 
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and thus every man's ſword was turned againſt his 
fellow. As ſoon as Gideon perceived the ſtratagem 
to take effect, he diſpatched meſſengers to the neigh · 
bouring places, from whence thoſe who had been 
diſmiſſed, contrary to their inelinations, and many 
others, ſoon collected: while ſome occupied the 
fords of Jordan to prevent the eſcape of the Midian- 
ites, others purſued, and flew the fugitives; and 
they took two of their princes, Oreb and Zeeb, and 
flew them. Gideon, having pacified the Ephraim- 
ites, who complained that they were not called to 
the battle at firſt, paſſed the river Jordan, defeated 
the remainder of the army, and ſlew the two kings 
of the Midianites, Zebah and Zalmunna. The If 
raelites, after theſe great victories, offered to ſettle 
the kingdom on Gideon and his ſons, which he re- 


fuſed. 


George. What could be his reaſon for ſo doing? 
Aunt. RR 
better ruler. 

George. Who could that be? 

Gent, Twill en you in le on wards 0 M. 
to them, I will not rule over you, neither ſhall my 
fon rule over you : the Lord ſhall rule over you 
Degen " 
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parable, or fable, and foretold their ruin ; after which 
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oN left ſeventy ſons, beſides one, 
(which he had by a concubine) whoſe 


1 4 * 2 


name was ; Abimelech. After the death of Gideon, 
che people of Iſrael forſook the Lord, and fell into 
idolatry, neither did they ſhew kindneſs to the fa- 
mily of Gideon, ſor they ſuffered Abimelech to claim 


that mn. which his father had refuſed: in or- 


e der to accompliſh his purpoſe, he flew all 
the World his brethren at once, except one, whoſe | 


"#708. name was * who hid himſelf, | and fo 


Maria. . ever the Iſraelites found kt de 
they made him king. 

Aunt. He once made his appearance to . FO 
the top of mount Gerizim ; (this is ſuppoſed to be 
when the people were aſſembled together on ſome - 
public occaſion,) he then expoſtulated with them 
for the wrong they had done his father's houſe, in a 


he 


( 65 ) 


6 fled to Beer, and dwelt on Jo fear of A 
melech his brother. | 
George. Pray, aunt, tell us Jotham' 8 a 
Aunt. Our time will not permit now; you may 
read it when you return mw in the gth chapter 
of judges. 
Maria. How long did minha Abitadech hurt 
Aunt. Only three years. Gaal, a Sbechemite, 
conſpired againſt him, which being made known 
to him hy Zebul, the ruler of the city, he utterly 
deſtroyed Shechem, and put all the inhabitants to the 
| ſword, except thoſe who had fled to the tower, 
thinking to eſcape his fury; but he himſelf cut 
down a bough of a tree, and ordered each of his 
men to do the ſame; then putting the boughs round 
the tower, he ſet them on fire, and burnt it, with 
about one thouſand men and women. He next went 
to Thebez, and encamped againſt i it, and took it; but 
the men and women fled for eee * 
tower in the city. 
George. Where ds alk den them a5 he di 
the others. | 2 
Aunt. That was his intention; but God Scand. 1 
him in his mad career; for, in his rage, coming too | 
near the tower, he was mortally wounded by a piece 
of a millſtone caſt down by a woman. Thus Iſrael 
was rid of a vile murderer, uſurper, and tyrant; and 
| God 
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God rendered de wickedneſs of Abimelech, which 
he did unto his ther} in en his e on 3 
own head. 
+ George. Did! his anders burn the . | 
"ale. When they faw that their leader was dead, 
| x man departed to his own home. 
Maria. Who was the next judge? 6p 
- Aunt. Tola; who judged Iſrael twenty-three years. | 
We have no account that he was engaged in any 
Wars: he reſtored peace after the late diſtractions, 
and reformed the ſtate of religion among the peo- 
ple, in doing which, he was as great a bleſſing, as 
thoſe! judyes who performed more memorable ex- 
| ploits;; for to fear God, and keephis commandments, 
Fe ef is che only ſecure defence of individuals 
| the World or nations. Jair, a Gileadite ſucceeded | 
1 Rn x: Tola, and judged Iſrael twenty-two years. 
1 . Theſe were happy times! I hope mw 
1 never worſhipped idols again. N | 
Aunt. The whole hiſtory of the Bible; my 1 | 
; fleas va the-iexceadfivg; ſinfulneſs of man, and his 
proneneſs to depart from God. The Iſraelites, again 
forſaking the true God, fell to worſhipping the gods 
of ſeveral nations, and were delivered up into the 
bands of the Philiſtines on the weſt, and the Ammon- 
ites on the eaſt, who grievouſly oppreſſed the 
people for eighteen years, but moſt terribly towards 


= 
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the doſe of that period, when the Ammonites pate 


over to fight againſt them. And they were ſorely dif- 
treſſed, and cried unto the Lord, ſaying, We have 


ſinned againſt thee, our God, becauſe. we have. e 


| ſaken thee, and ſerved Baalim. 


Lucy. Will God be gracious to them againy er 
they have ſo repeatedly forſaken him 

Aunt. They ſupplicated for mercy, and, NE hs Y 
away their ſtrange gods, caſt themſelves upon the 


Lord, who granted them deliverance, by: | making CY 


Jephthah. their captain. He was a man , 


of valour, but before he engaged in battle, the. World 


he made a raſh vow, that he would facri- apy 


_ he to the Lord whatever came firſt out of his On | 


to meet him, which, proved to be his only and be- 


loved daughter, who came forth to congratulate 
Fs her father, on the victory which the Lord OG: 


him. 


5-78 © 


Tucy. Did he gacrißce her ? a1 
Aunt. It is ſaid, he did unto her n to hi? 
vow, but there are various opinions on this point 


ſome think that he performed his vow without de- 
ſtroying her life. After this, Jephthah fought with 


the Ephraimites, and put to the ſword forty-two 


_ thouſand, who had behaved themſelves infolently 
againſt him. He judged Iſrael only fix years. Of 
the next three judges, we have little more than their 


Names, 
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God rendered the wickedneſs of Abimelech, which 
he did unto his mer] in 1 9 his brethren, on 
own head. 

Secorge. Did his anden burn the W | 

"cunt. When they ſaw that their leader was dead, 
: Way man departed to his own home. 

Maria. Who was the next judge? | 
Aunt. Tola; who judged Iſrael twenty-three has. 
We have no account that he was engaged in any 
wars: he reſtored peace after the late diſtractions, 
and reformed-the ſtate of religion among the peo- 
ple, in doing which, he was as great a blefling, as 
thoſe: judges who performed more memorable ex- 
ploits; ar to fear God, and keep his commandments, 
ven öf is the only ſecure defence of individuals 
e or nations. Jair, a Gileadite ſueceeded 
Tola, and judged Iſrael twenty-two years. 

1 Theſe were happy times! I _ _ 
never worſhipped idols again. _ 

Aunt. The whole hiſtory of ah Bible, my dn 
mes us the (exceeding ſinfulneſs of man, and his 

proneneſs to depart from God. The Iſraelites, again 
forſaking the true God, fell to worſhipping the gods 
of ſeveral nations, and were delivered up into the 
hands of the Philiſtines on the weſt, and the Ammon 
ites on the eaſt, who grievouſly oppreſſed the 
people for eighteen years, but moſt terribly towards 


the 
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the doſe of chat period, when the Ammonites paſſed 
over to fight againſt them. And they were ſorely diſ- 
treſſed, and cried unto the Lord, ſaying, We have 
ſinned againſt thee, our God, becauſe we have e 
ſaken thee, and ſerved Baalim. | 

Lucy. Will God be gracious to them again jake 
they have ſo repeatedly forſaken him? 

Aunt. They ſupplicated for mercy, and 3 
away their ſtrange gods, caſt themſelves upon the 
Lord, who granted them deliverance, by n | 
Jephthah. their captain. He was a man 1 


of valour, but before he engaged in battle, the World 
he made a raſh vow, that he would ſacri- PIs 


| tice to the Lord whatever came firſt out of his houſe 7 
| to meet him, which, proved to be his only and be- 
loved daughter, who came forth to congratulate 
„ Her father, 0 on the victory which the Lord _ 
n | 5 
© Lucy. Did he facrifice bac?” Fe £4 | 
Aunt. It is ſaid, he did unto her crept to 1 
vow, but there are various opinions on this point 
ſome think that he performed his vow without de- 
EY ſtroying her life. After this, Jephthah fought with | 
the Ephraimites, and put to the ſword forty-two 
thouſand, who had behaved themſelves inſolently 
againſt him. He judged Iſrael only fix years. Of 
the next three judges, we have little more than their- | 
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the Lord aſcended in the flame; and Manoah and 


( 168 


riames. Tbzan judged Iſrael ſeven years, Elon ten 


years, and Abdon eight years. 
George. Pray, aunt, was not Samſon one of their 


judges? e er Frongelt than-What ever ved: 4 


long to hear about him. 

Aunt. Then, my dear, you may be Wa 
gratified; for he is the next in ſucceſſion. The 
children of Ifrael having again tranſgreſſed, were 


given up for forty years to be haraſſed by the Phi 
liſtines, during which period Samſon deſtroyed many, 


though he did not totally ſubdue them : but as. 
he was a remarkable character, we will begin 


with his birth. An angel appeared unto Manoah's 


wife, promiſing her a ſon, and giving her directions 


concerning the child: her huſband requeſted and ob- 
tained another viſit. The angel appearing unto. the 


woman as ſhe fat in the field, ſhe went, and called 


her huſband, who converſed with the man of God, for 
he knew not that it was an angel, and enquired of 
him his name, that when his ſaying came to paſs, 

they might do him honour. The angel of the Lord 
ſaid unto him, Why aſkeſt thou thus after my name, 
ſeeing it is ſecret, or wonderful? Then Manoah took 
a kid, with-a meat-offering, and offered it upon a 
rock unto the Lord, and when the flame went up to- 
wards heaven from off the altar, the angel of 


his 


s * 
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his wife looked on: "0 a fell on their faces to the 
ground, ö 
Lucy. How ſurpriſed they muſt be? : 
Aunt. So much fo, that Manoah ſaid unto his wife, 

We ſhall ſurely die, becauſe we have ſeen God: but 


his wife encouraged him not to fear, faying, If the 
Lord had intended to kill us, he would not haveſhew- 


ed us theſe things. And the woman had a ſon at the 
time appointed, and called his name Samſonz | + 


Year 932 


and the child grew, and the Lord bleſſed the World 
him. Obſerve, my dears, that the eyes. of . 


the Lord are upon children, and it is only fs his 
bleſſing, that they can be happy. 

George. What was the firſt thi ing in which sro 
ſhewed his ſtrength? 


Aunt. In killing a young! lion WR came @ roaring 


againſt him. 
George. Did n him down with a Rick? © 


Aunt. He had nothing in his hand; but the Lord | 


was with him, and endued him with ſtrength from on 
high, ſo that he rent him as he would have rent a kid: 
but after this, he had a more ſurpriſing deliverance, 
for he was. given up by his own countrymen 


into the hands of the Philiſtines, bound with new 


cords: and when the Philiſtines ſaw him 1 in this ſitua- 
tion, they ſhouted; but their ſhouting was of very 
ſhort continuance, for the Lord was his ſtrength, and 


— 


WH 
he brake the cords, as if they had been flax then, 


ſeeing a jaw-bone of an mio he took it and ſlew LY 
thouſand men therewith. - | 


| Maria. What did they ſtand ail to be knocked on 


| the head? he could kill but one at a time. 


_ Aunt, They were certainly intimidated, boil 


alike unable to reſiſt or eſcape. You ſee, my dears, 


by this inſtance, what men are when forſaken of God; 


their boaſted courage will fail themin a moment. And 
Samſon faid, With the jaw-bone of an afs, have I ſlain 


heaps upon heaps. I hus the bone of a contemptible 


aſs became a more formidable weapon than ſword or 


ſpear. After this victory Samſon was faint and ready 
to periſh for thirſt, In his diſtreſs he cried unto the 


Lord. And God clave a hollow place in the jaw, and 


water came thereout; and he drank, and his ſtrength 


returned. And he went to Gaza, one of the cities of 
che Philiſtines. The men of the city, being informed 


of it, ſurrounded the houſe where he was, and ſet a 
watch at the gates of the city. Samſon lay till mid- 
night, when he aroſe, and, in contempt of the guards, 
took up the gates, poſts, bar and all, and carried 
them ſeveral miles up to the top of a hill, none daring 


to interrupt, or ſeize him. 


Lucy. Why did he not go, and duel with his own 
| prople? A . 
Auni. 


# - © anſwers, 3 
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Aunt. If he had done fo, he would have aer he 
dreadful ſnare he afterwards fell into. N 
' Lucy. What was that? | ont Oy 

| Aunt. Moſt likely he confided too MY in his own © 
ſtrength, therefore the Lord left him to betray great 
weakneſs of mind; for he gave his affections to a 
wicked woman, whoſe name was Delilah. The, lords 
of the Philiſtines, being informed of it, went to the 
woman, and offered her a large reward, if ſhe could 
perſuade Samſon to inform her where his great 
ſtrength lay. She accordingly made uſe of every arti- 
fice for this purpoſe. Samſon had inconteſtible proofs 
that ſhe meant to deliver him up, yet he was ſo infa- 
| tuated, after 2 gen hey a . number Zu evaſive | 
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laſt, + 
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ſhaven, his n i leave him, a and he "Hull . 


be like other men. 
Lucy. I thought, aunt, chat he teh all 1 | 
ſtrength from God? _ C 8 
Aunt. Undoubtedly he did: RE it was to be con- 

: Hd to him by the preſervation of his hair; and this 
| was a teſt of his obedience to God, who engaged to 


be his ſtrength, while he never ſuffered a razor to 


come on his head. When Delilah found ſhe had got 
|. the ſecret, ſheſznt to the lords of the Philiſtines, who 

came down, and gave her the money-which they had 

| POR She then contrived to get W aſleep; 


2 . 


6 wa ) 
and, having cut off his hair, awoke him with, « Sam- 
« fon, the Philiſtines are upon thee.” And he roſe up 
to go out as at other times, but he knew not that the 
Lord was departed from him. He now became an 
eaſy prey to his enemies; who took him, and put out 
both his eyes, and bound him in chains, and made him 
work hard in the priſon-houſe. 

3 How . this add: be to . 
Samſon! 

Aunt. Vet how mercifully did God deal with him, 
ia not ſuffering his enemies to put him to death. His 
fins had brought all this evil upon him, and his pu- 
niſhment brought him to repentance, | His hair grew 
again; and, as an indication that the Lord was return- 
ing to him, he recovered his ſtrength alſo. | 
George. But of what uſe would that be to him, 

when he had loſt his eyes, and was ſhut * in a 
dungeon? 
Aunt. The Philiſtines ſoon felt a effects of it. 
: They had ordered a day of rejoicing to triumph over 
Samſon; and they brought him out of the priſon to 
make ſport of him: but how was Samſon's ſoul griev- 
ed, when he heard them ſhouting praiſes to their god 
Dagon, ſaying, Our god hath delivered into our hands, 

our enemy, and the deſtroyer of our country; thus ce= . 
lebrating the triumph of Dagon their God, over the 
God of Iſrael. Upon this, Samſon prayed unto the Lord 


to 


CU a 
to ſtrengthen him, that he might once more cruſh 
the enemies of God, and his people; being willing to 
loſe his own life for the honour of God,and the welfare 


of Iſrael. And he deſired a lad to lead him to the 


pillars by which the houſe was ſupported; the main 


weight of the building reſting upon two pillars in the 
centre. Now the houſe was full of men and women, 
to the amount of ſome thouſands ; and all the lords f 
the Philiſtines were there. And Samſon took hold of 


che pillars, and bowed himſelf with all his might; and 


the. houſe fell upon the lords, and upon all ver 


the people that were therein. 50 the dead the yy ; 


which he ſlew at his death were more than 


— 


thoſe which he ſlew in his life. Thus Samſon CF in | 


bonds, in the midſt of his enemies: an awful rebuke for © 
his ſins. By this blow, the princes of the Philiſtines 


were deſtroyed, and their government unhinged. 


George. How many more judges had Iſrael, before 


they had kings to reign over them? 


Aunt. Only two. The firſt was Eli the high 
prieſt, who judged Iſrael forty years. Samuel i ucceed- 


ed him, in whom the government by judges termi- 
nated, and the regal government was introduced. But 
before we proceed any farther it will be neceſſary to 
take ſome notice of Ruth. When we meet again 
we will enter on her hiſtory. GEE 
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DIALOGUE xvl. 


Maria. AS Ruth a princeſs of Iſrael ? 
Aunt. © She was a Moabiteſs, and a worſhip- 
per of idols; but, by the mercy of God, ſhe was 
brought to leave her people, and her country, and to 
chooſe the Lord for her God. During the time that 
the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land; and 
there was an Iſraelite who went to ſojourn in the land 
of Moab, whoſe name was Elimelech. He appears 
to have been a man of affluence, which, in this caſe, 


proved a ſnare to him, as he could with greater eaſe - 


remove himſelf and family, to live in plenty in Moab, 
intending no doubt to return, when the famine was 
over; but in this he ſhewed his love to the meat 
which periſheth, more than to that which endureth to 
eternal life; thus WES the ordinances and 8 

of God. BY | 
+ "Maria. Did he ever return to Canaan > 

Aut. It never anſwers to run away from God 
under afflictions; thoſe of his relations who ſtayed in 
Cunaan, and ſubmitted themſelves under the mi ighty 
hand of God, were exalted in due time, whilſt Elime- 


Iech died at the place whither he had fled to eſcape 


death, 


4.494: 1 


death, and left Naomi his wife, and his twp ſons in a 


ſtrange land. Her ſons took them wives of the wo- 
men of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and 
the name of the other Ruth. Elimelech might have 
foreſeen the conſequences of bringing them away from 
the people of God. Thus they ſettled in the land 
of Moab, and ſpent their lives among idolaters, 
eſtranged from the worſhip of God, Naomi's at- 
tachment to her ſons made her continue with them. 
Aftef ſhe had reſided there ten years, her two fons 
died alſo. | 

Maria. What a ſevere ſtroke this muſt be to loſe | 
them both! ; 
Aut. And what heightened the calamity, the eſtate IN 
which belonged to her late huſband went to the next + 
heir, there being now none of the family of Elime- 
lech to lay claim to it. Thus was ſhe reduced to a 
ſtate of poverty, and deprived of the means of ſubſiſt- 
ence; notwithſtanding which, ſhe reſolved to return to 
her own country. She had a real affection for her 
daughters-in-law, and it appears that they had a great 
eſteem for her, and purpoſed to accompany her. They 
accordingly ſet out on their journey together. But 
Naomi, having no means of providing for herſelf, and 
no proſpect for the future maintenance of her daugh- 
ters, adviſed them to return to their own friends. Upon 
this, Orpah, not being willing to live in a ſtate of po- 
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. 
verty, took an affectionate leave of her mother - in- 
law, and returned back to her own land. A 
Maria. I hope Ruth did not leave poor Naomi. 
Aunt. When Naomi ſaw that Ruth tarried, ſhe 
ſaid unto her, Thy ſiſter- in- law is gone back to her 
friends, and her gods; return thou alſo: but Ruth ſaid, 
Intreat me not to leave thee; for whither thou goeſt, 
I will go; thy people ſhall be my people, and thy God 
my God; and nothing but death ſhall part thee and 
me. This was a noble reſolve! ſhe had been wit- 
neſs to the ſupports which God had given Naomi 
under all her loſſes and trials, and, like Moſes; ſhe 
prefer: ed affliction with the people of God to the 
pleaſures of the world, which are but for a ſeaſon. 
Lucy. Naomi's relations will almoſt have forgotten 
her after ten years abſence. 
\ Aunt. When ſhe came to Bethlehem, the people of 
de city came about her, and faid, Is this Naomi? And 
| the faid, Call me not Naomi, (which ſignifies pleaſant) - 
but Marah; (which ſignifies bitter) for the Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly with me; I went out full, and 
the Lord hath brought me home empty. When 
Naomi and Ruth were ſettled in ſome homely habita- 
tion, Ruth propoſed to go a gleaning, as it was now 
the beginning of barley-barveſt ; to which Naomi 
- conſented. And ſhe went out, not knowing whither 
| ſhe went; but the eye of the Lord was upon her, and 
MAS directed 
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. 
directed all her fteps. And ſhe came to the feld of 
Boaz, who was a rich man, and gleaned after his 
reapers. And Boaz, entering the field, faid unto his 
reapers, The Lord be with you. And they anſwereds 9 
The Lord bleſs the. 

Lucy. How affectionately they ſpeak to each 8 

Aunt. They are a pattern for maſters and ſervants. 
Nas Nü a ſtranger in the field, enquired of his ſer- 
vants who ſhe was; and, having obtained information» 


he thus addreſſed her, It hath been fully ſhewed me, 


all the kindneſs with which thou haſt treated thy mo- 
ther- in- law, ſince the death of thine huſband, and how - 
thou haſt left thy father and mother, and the land of thy 
nativity, and haſt come unto a people which thou 


kneweſt not: a full reward be given thee of the Lord © 1 


God of Iſrael, under whoſe wings thou art come to 
truſt, Then ſhe ſaid, Let me find favour in thy figtt» 


my Lord, for thou haſt comforted me. And he faid, 


Go not to glean in another field, but abide with my 
maidens ; and at meal times come thou hither, and eat 
with them. 


Tucy. What a charming man! what did Naomi fy 
to all this ? 

Aunt. When Ruth returned, and related to her 
mother the events. of the day, Naomi ſaid, Bleſſed 
be Boaz of the Lord, who hath not left off his kind- 


cm ) 


net to the living and to the dead: the man is of near 
kin to-us, one. of our next kinſmen. Wo 7 

_ Lucy. Had ſhe any expectations from that ? ibs : 
Aunt. It was a cuſtom among the Jews for the 
next of kin to marry the wife of the deceaſed. — 
Naomi inſtructed Ruth how to claim Boaz for her 
huſband; and he might lawfully take her for his 
wife, as ſhe had renounced her falſe s and choſe 
the Lord to be her God. | 

Maria. Were they ever married be TRE” 

Aunt. They were; and Naomi's mourning was 
turned into joy. Ruth had a ſon whom Naomi 
| . 5 e pod hor Te called his name Obed. 


_ Aunt. The word Gonifies 3 or ſervice- 
able; either alluding to the low eſtate of his mo- 
ther, when gleaning in the fields, which now be- 
longed to her; or to the expected uſefulneſs of her 
ſon to his family, and to Iſrael; for Obed was the 
grandfather of king David, and from him Chriſt 
7 deſcended. Thus peculiar bleflings and. honours 
# fell to the lot of Boaz, who had not diſdained 
the low eſtate of Ruth, but had paid due reſpect 
do bis deceaſed relations, and their decayed family: | 
E and Ruth experienced what our bleſſed Lord has faid, Ml 
! Mark x. 29, 30; They that forſake father or mo; ñ7;ã 
ther, 
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ther, or houſe, or lands, for my ſake, ſhall receive a 
hundred fold in this time, and i in = Wang to come 

eternal lifGG.. N 


Seorge. Now, ſiſters, we ſhall hear about David 
Aaying Goliah, the giant. 


- Aunt. Not quite fo much haſte, Gorge: many 


| things occurred in Iſrael before that event took 


Maria. We have not yet had the hiſtory of the 


two judges which you mentioned, Ek and Samuel. 


-» Aunt. I will now give you an account of them. 


At the time Eli the high prieſt judged Iſrael, there 


was one Elkanah, who had two wives; the name of 


-the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Pe- | 


ninnah : now Peninnah had children, but Hannah had 
none: And every year when ſhe went up to. the 


| houſe of the Lord, ſhe wept, and did not eat. In her 
_ diſtreſs ſhe poured out her heart in fervent prayer, 


and aſked a ſon of the Lord, who at length granted 
her requeſt ; and ſhe named him Samuel, which ſig- 
nifies, aſked of God. The ſong of praiſe which 
ſhe offered to the Lord on this occaſion is re- 
corded in the 2d chapter of the 1ſt-book of Samuel, | 


I Would have you read it at your leiſure. 


This name, as often as it was repeated, would re- 


mind her of the Lord's goodneſs in anſwering her 
prayers. And ſhe went not up to Shiloh till ſhe had 


I weaned 
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weaned her ſon: ſhe then took him up with her, 
and brought him into the houſe of the Lord in 
Shiloh. And ſhe faid unto Eli, For this child L 
prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition ; 
therefore have I lent him to the Lord. as long as he 
liveth. I have brought him that he may abide be- 
fore the Lord for ever. The Jewiſh writets ſay, 
that Samuel was then only three years old; but he 
was not too young to attend the worſhip of God. 
At this early age his mother left him to miniſter be- 
fore the Lord. And Eli bleſſed Elkanab, and his 
wife ; and prayed the Lord to grant them more 
children, in the room of this child whom they had de- 
dicated to his ſervice. F | 
Maria. Had they any more children? 
' Aunt. They had three ſons and two daughters. 
Maria. Did Samuel ever ſee his mother any more? 
Aunt. She came up yearly to worſhip the Lord at 
Shiloh. And the child Samuel grew, and was in fa» 
vour with God, and alſo with men. Here is an 
example for you, children ;—you cannot plead you 
are too young: you ſee the Lord will accept of 
very little children; he has declared that he loves 
ſuch; for he has ſaid, I love them that love me, 
| and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me; and 
you have had repeated inſtances in the hiſtory which 
we have gone through, that the Lord always fulfils 
his promiſes : let me intreat you then, my dears, to 


ſeek 


Cy 


ek 


E 
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ſeek him while he may be found, and to call upon 


him while he is near. You may plead with the 
Lord, that, as he taught young Samuel and accepted 


of his ſervice, he would alſo teach you to love and 
ſerve him in the days of your childhood; then you 
will grow in favour both with God and man. It is 
with this view that your dear mamma inſtructs, ad- 


moniſhes, and corrects you? the latter, perhaps, you 


could wiſh omitted; but, I afſure-you, this is as ne- 
ceſſary as medicine to the ſiek; ; as one removes the 


indiſpoſitions of the body, ſo does the other thoſe of 5 


the mind. But if our affections ſway: us to aft | 


contrary. to our duty i in this particular, we muſt an- 


ſwer for the conſequences. An inſtance. of which, I. 


am going to relate in the conduct of Eli, who was _ 
both high prieſt and judge of Iſrael, and was bound 
by his office to repreſs vice and wickedneſs, and to 
maintain the worſhip of God in its'purity; but his 
being too indulgent a "hone proved, the ruin of * | 


ſelf and family. 
| George. How was that? 


Aunt. His ſons, not being reſtrained when they | 
were children, grew up very wicked, and C. Ir 


all manner of ſin. And God ſent a prophet to Eli, me 


denouncing heavy judgments againſt him and his 


family : he was deemed acceſſary to the crimes of bis 
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DR 'fons becauſe he he furl them | to paſs with impu- 
| nity. 8 5 
Tucy. Was Eli himſelf a "Pres. oF 1 
' Hunt, There is no doubt of that; but God A 
will puniſh his own | [oro when 3 _—_ 4 
 -_ 
KW George. But 1 what became of Samuel? 
Ant. He miniſtered unto the Lord before Eli. 
| One night the Lord called Samuel by name; and, 
fſuppoſing it was Eli, he went unto him: and Eli 
| _ faid, 1 called not, lie down again. 'The Lord 
. called a ſecond time; and Samuel went to Eli, 
ſaying, But thou didſt call me. Eli replied, I 
called thee not, my ſon; lie down again. The 
Lord called a third time, and he went again unto 
Eli. Then Eli perceived that the Lord had called the | 
child; and he faid unto him, Go, lie down, and if he 
_ call thee again, ſay, Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant 
© heareth: and Samuel did fo. And the Lord ſald 
unto Samuel, I will do a thing i in Iſrael, at which the - 
ears of every one that heareth it ſhall tingle : in that 
day 1 will perform againſt Eli all things which I 
have ſpoken ; ; for I have told him, that I will judge 
his houſe for ever, for the iniquity which he know- 
eth; becauſe his ſons made themſelves vile, and he 
reſtrained n not. * is a ſtanding W for 
all 
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all parents who reſtrain not their children; ; God 
will judge them. This meſſage was probably ſent 
to Eli ſome years before his death. Tradition re- 
ports, that Samuel at this time was ww twelve years 
of age. 

| George. Did Samuel go directly and tell Eli? Ho 

Aunt. Samuel is a model of prudence, He lay till 

morning, and then attended to his buſineſs ; open- 
ing the doors of the houſe of the Lord, into which 
the people came to worſhip : he was not fo elated 
as to go and tell every one, that he had been fa- 
voured with a revelation from the Lord: his reſpect 
and affection for Eli were ſo great, that he was re- 
luctant to inform him of the diſtreſſing meſſage. Then 
Eli called Samuel, and adjured him to declare all that 
the Lord had faid unto him: upon which he told him | 
all, and hid nothing from him. And Eli ſaid, It is 
the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. Now 
Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him ; and all 


Iſrael knew that Samuel was eſtabliſhed to be B 


: prophet of the Lord. "After this, Iſrael went out ; 
to battle againſt the Philiſtines ; and 5 
| Iſrael was ſmitten before the Philiſtines. 2285 
And when the people were come into te 3. : | 
camp, the elders ſaid, Let us fetch the 4 of the 2 
5 covenant out of SM that when | it cometh among N 
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us, it may five us out of the hands of our ene- 
mies. 
Lucy. Was not that a good thought ? 

Aunt. By no means; it cannot admit of adoubt but 
they acted very wickedly : they even made an idol of 
the ark, ſaying, It ſhall ſave us; and, without con- 
ſulting the Lord, vainly imagined, if the ark was 
with them, that the Lord would be induced to fight 
for them ; but the Lord proved, by the event, that 
he could employ other methods of preſerving the 
ark and diſplaying his own glory; for the reſult was; 
the ark was taken, and the two ſons of Eli, Hophni, 
and Phinchas were flain, with thirty thouſand of 
Iſrael, 

George. What news for poor Eli! 

Aunt. He fat watching by the way-ſide, trembling 


for the ark of God. Though Eli had been ſinfully in- 


dulgent to his ſons, and, from the judgments de- 
nounced againſt them, had every reaſon to expect 
their death and Iſrael's defeat, his chief anxiety was 
about the ark of God: he could hear of the defeat 
of Ifrael, and of the death of his ſons, with apparent 
fortitude ; but when he found the ark was taken, 
he fell down i ina ſwoon ; and his neck brake, ne he 
died, 
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Aunt. \ 7 OU ar are very early, my dear . . 
| but I will begin directly, that I may . 
miſs you the ſooner, as I would have you get a walk 
this fine morning. „ 
We left the Iſraelites fleeing from the Philiſtines, 
and the ark taken. They did not attempt tc fee, 
it, but brought it to Aſhdod, and ſet it in the eg. 
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by their own ſuperſtition. They either worſhip- 


ped the old ſtump, or got a new image made. But 
the Lord afflicted the men of Aſhdod with diſeaſes. 


And they gathered all the Lords of the Philiſtines 


unto them, ſaying, What ſhall we do with the ark 
of the God vf Iſrael, for his hand is fore upon us, 
and upon Dagon our God? And they ſent it to 
Gath : and the Lord ſmote that city with a very great 
deſtruction. Upon this, they removed it to Ekron: 
andthe people of Ekron cried, They have brought 
the ark of the God of Iſrael to ſlay and deſtroy us: 

for there was a great deſtruction throughout the 
city: and they intreated the Lords of the Philiſtines 
-to fend away the ark of the God of Iſrael to its 


| own place. Thus God vindicated his own glory, 


And made the captivity of the ark the occaſion A. 


8 idolatry to contempt. 


3 How _ was the ark with the Phil 


: "tines? | 
"Aunt. Seven months. Then FO ſent it away, 
ä eee and they took two milch- 


Eine or cows, and tied them to the cart, and ſhut up 


their calves at home. And the prieſts and diviners 
aid, If it goeth | up to Beth-ſhemefh, then the God 
of Iſrael hath done us this great evil; but, if not, 
"then we ſhall know that it was not his hand that 


Lingte us; it was a chance that happened to us. 


And | 
- 


And die men of Kitjath-jearim fetched up the atk 
of the OR OY TORY Gab, 
where it remained twenty years. War 


. (61187) 


And the kine went the ſtraight way to Beih- 
ſhemeſh, and turned not aſide; and the Lords of 
the Philiſtines followed them. And the cart came 
into the field of Joſhua, a Beth-ſhemite, and ſtogd 
there. The men of Beth-ſhemeſh were reaping 
their wheat-harveſt in the valley; and' they lift up 


their eyes and ſaw the ark; and they rejoiced to fee 


it. | 
George. Was it not aſtoniſhing that the creatures 


| ſhould go to the right place of their own accord. 


Aunt. It was certainly miraculous that two cows 
which had never been yoked, and whoſe calves were 


left at home, ſhould draw quietly, and keep the road 


for ſeveral miles without a driver, never offering to 
return, but going to the very place which the Phi- 


 liſtines had mentioned. The preſumption of che Phi- 


liſtines, in requiring this additional proof of God's 


power was very great; but it was over-ruled for his 
glory, and their deeper condemnation in perſiſting 


in their idolatry, The triumph of the ark was 
completed when it was thus miraculouſly: reſtored. | 


Tucy. Shall we hear any more of Sl 7 
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of his gathering all Iſrael together; exhorting them 
to put away their ſtrange gods from among them, 


and to ſerve the Lord only; for then the Lord 


would deliver them out of the hands of the Philiſ- 
tines. And they put away Baalim and Aſhtaroth, 


Tear of ; 


the World liſtines came up againſt them: and the 
2908. children of Iſrael were afraid, and ſaid un- 


: to Samuel, Ceaſe not to pray unto the Lord for us, 
that he will fave us out of the hands of the Philiſ- 


tines. And Samuel prayed, and the Lord heard him. 


On that day the Lord thundered with a great thun- 


der upon the Philiſtines, and they were ſmitten : and Ifrael 


purſued them, and ſmote them, and ſubdued them, ſo 


that they came no more into the coaſt of Iſrael all the 
dns of Samuel. And Samuel went yearly. from 


. 


Eiiy to city, judging Iſtael; and when he was old he 


de his ſons judges. As we do not find that either 
d Nenne cenſured Samuel on this account, 
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thy ways : now, therefore, make us a king to rule 
over us like all the nations. - This requeſt n 
Samuel. 0 

Maria. Why mould he diflike it ? | 

Aunt, Becauſe he was grieved to ſee their impa- 
tience and diſcontent with that mode of government 
which God himſelf had appointed, and under 
which they had received ſuch great advantages : 
he felt alſo their ingratitude to himſelf; but, inſtead 
of venting his diſpleaſure in reproaches, he went and 
ſought wiſdom of the Lord, to know what anſwer to 
give them. And the Lord faid unto Samuel, They 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, 
that I ſhould not reign over them : yet hearken unto 
their voice, and make them a king. | 
Lucy. Did they, upon this, name the perſon who 
ſhould be king ? 

Aunt, The hiſtory of the world cannot prodints 
another inſtance, in which a public determination 
was formed to appoint a king, and yet no perſoh 
either propoſed himſelf, or ſome other to be king: it 
is wonderful that the tribe of Judah did not. now - 
claim the kingdom, in virtue of Jacob's bleffing; 
but it was of the Lord, that he might firſt give them 
fuch a king as they had ſet their hearts upon, be- 
fore he raiſed up OO OI IN TEE 

heart, 
Maria 
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| Maria. That was David: for he was the man 

F/ after God's own heart. ; | 
| < i, Hunt. By divine drection, Samuel pri- 
nme World vately anointed Saul, and afterwards called 
259. tte people together to chooſe a king. The 
determination was probably by lot; for they came 
up by their tribes; and the tribe of Benjamin came 
buy their families; and Saul the ſon of Kiſh was 
taken. And Samuel ſaid, See ye him whom the 
Lord hath choſen! there is none like him among all 


| the people. And they ſhouted, „God fave the 
[ | king: 97; . 
15 George. Why did Samuel fs There was none 


v5 like him ? FI 
From his appearance : PE he was a BY 
ſome man, and taller than any of the people, from 
his ſhoulders and upwards. It appears that ſome of 
the people were diſſatisfied, and deſpiſed him, and 
brought him no- preſents ; but Saul held his peace. 
Finding himſelf neglected by moſt of the Iſraelites, it 
ſeems he one Tg e > 
. . George. Here is a king and no king. "Wn 
„F. 
8 to the kingdom by the Lord himſelf, he looks 
as great as the celebrated Roman dictator from the 
plough ; aud when called forth to action, his vigourand 
ſucceſs were not * to Uſe. ef that renowned 
Roman. N George. 20 


— 


, .. 
„Gi "Pray; aint, tell us what he K 
Aunt. Shortly after, Jabeſh-gilead was , 


ed wee Nabel the bonne en. rer on 1 
were willing 90 Meike ts. eee cos s 


nant or treaty with them. Nahaſh anſwered, On this 
condition will I make a covenant with you, that 1 
may thruſt out all your right eyes * 75 it for R 


| Pray cn upon Tfrael. © Wt 
e What bre hogan men "ps debe een 6y to 
ner" „„ 


Aunt. They + aſked" ſeven. oj reſpite, 5 they 
light css to all the coaſts of Iſrael: and then, if a 
man could not be found to o deliver OG, wi 8 nog 
come out. * 

* Cabge. Did the Ammonites eee to this pro- 
5 3 f 
Aunt. They did; eh 7800 that an 
army could not be raiſed in ſo ſhort a time, and conſe- 
quently that the nation would be the more diſgraced. 
The men of Jabeſh-gilead immediately ſent meſ- 
| ſengers to Gibeah, and told the tidings to the people; 
and all the people wept. And Saul came after the 
herd out of the field; and he ſaid, What aileth the 
people! ? and they told him: upon which, fired with 
a generous indignation at the inſult offered to 
th, he ſummoned the people : and, throu gh the 
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influence of God upon their hearts, a vaſt 3 


aſſembled; upon which Saul undertook, and per- 
formed a march, perhaps of fifty- miles, within the 


ſpace of twenty-four hours; and by this diſpatch ar- 


_ rived in time to reſcue his brethren ; for they came 
into the hoſt in the morning watch, and ſlew the 


Ammonites until the heat of the day; and they were 
CO ſo an, vers ke be. 


N a ey will now: | acknoviege Saul 


for their king. 


Aunt. Saul's ſucceſs went farther with the as 
than either the Lord's appointment of him, or his 


| perſonal accompliſhments ; nay, they even wanted 


thoſe to be put to death who had faid, Saul ſhall not 
reign over us: but Saul would not ſuffer a man to be 
put to death, ſaying, The Lord hath wrought ſalvation - 
in Iſrael this dax. 8 
Maria. Then Iſrael had Saul for their Kings: ans un 


| Sammel for their judge. 


- _ Aunt. Samuel no longer ane himſelf their 
chief magiſtrate, but promiſed ſtill to devote the 
remnant of his days to their ſervice, as their religious 
inſtructor, and by determining their diſputes in a ſub- 


ordinate ſtation ; in which ſenſe he judged Iſrael all 
his days. Then Samuel called the people together 


to 1 and there renewed the Kingdom to Saul ; 
5 and 
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and Ifrael rejoiced. After Saul had reigned two 
years, he choſe him three thouſand men; one thou- 
| ſand of ee nne 
than. 

„ae Foe wine purpoſe did he keep thels men? 
Aunt. For his guard, and the ſupport of his 
authority. Soon after this, Jonathan, probably by 
Saul's command, and, as ſome imagine, contrary to | 
treaty, deſtroyed a garriſon of the Philiſtines, which 
ſo exaſperated them, that, to revenge the ' outragey 
they: gathered together a large army conſiſting of 
chariots, horſemen, and people; as che enn _ 
ſhore in multitude. | 

George. But Iſrael had now a king to head heir 
army, who, no doubt, would do great things. 

Aunt, God left Iſrael on this occadon tb ſee 
what their king could do for them: and, if God 
leave a man to his own ſtrength-it is perfect weak - 
neſs. Whatever is good in man is from God 
for the evil propenſity of his heart will ever lead 
him into vanity and folly, as we ſhall ſbon ſee in the 
character of Saul. In this emergency, he endra- 
voured to collect the people together; but they were 
ſeixed with ſuch a panic, that inſtead of coming to 

their king, they hu themſelves in caves, in pits, 
and in rocks: and the people that were with him 
| deſerted him, ſo chat when he numbered them, he had 
vox. l. 9 8 but 
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*- but ſix 11 Now Samuel had appointed 
to meet Saul; but not coming ſo ſoon as he 
expected, Saul himſelf offered ſacrifices. When 
he had finiſhed, Samuel came, who rebuked him, 
ſaying, Thou haſt done fooliſhly ; for thou haſt not 
kept the commandment of the Lord thy God; 
therefore the Lord hath rejected thee, and thy u: 
dom ſhall not continue. 

DEI od mated by theſe thines to.chaſtifs.the, 
— for their ſins, to expoſe their folly in expect- 
ing that a King could ſave them, and to prepare 
the way for a glorious deliverance, which he in- 
tended to effect for them. : TS 

Lucy. By whom? 

Aunt. By Jonathan the fon of Saul, who faid 
unto his arraour-bearer, Come, and let us go over 


to the garriſon of the Philiſtines; it may be that 


the Lord will work for us; for there is no reſtraint 
with him to fave by many or by few. It appears to 
have been early in the morning when Jonathan and 
dis armour-bearer placed themſelves in view of the 
' Philiftines, who, in contempt, challenged them to 

come up. Jonathan, being perſuaded that the Lord 
would appear for them, . encouraged his armour- 

bearer to follow him, and, without heſitation, clmbed 
n. 


nies George. | 


A 
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OY But this was ruſhing into deſtruction- 4 
17 I had been the Philiſtines, I would have deſtroyed: 


them as they were climbing, for er) wag om not 
have defended themſelves. - 


_ Aunt. The Philiſtines thought e ſecure 
of their prey; they deſpiſed two feeble men, and in- 


tended to make them the ſcorn and deriſion of tbe 


whole army. But Jonathan had no ſooner got to 


the top of the rock, than he began to fight valiantly, 
and his armour-bearer after him; ſo that they flew 


fight or flee: God was on their fide,” and helped 
them, and cauſed a great trembling in the camp, 
and the earth quaked. The Philiſtines now ſup- . 
poſed the Iſraelites to have been in the midſt 
of the camp, and, in their confuſion, began flay- 
centinels of Saul's army, Saul and the people 


came to the battle; and they ſmote the Philiſtines. 
And Saul charged the people with on bath, faying, _ 
Curſed be the man that eateth any food to-day. - 
Now the people were faint; and they came into a 


wood where there was honey; and Jonathan did eat 


of it, and was refreſhed. * And the people told him 
of his father's oath ; and he ſaid, My father hath 
troubled the land; if all the people had freely eaten 
to-day, there might have been a much greater laughter 


8 2 | of 


- him into the ſnare: one ſhould have thought he 
would have been overwhelmed with grief: . 
did the people ſay to this? 


that Jonathan eſcaped; but I have taken ſuch a diſ- 


. 
— 


aw) N 
of the enemy. Saul propoſed to purſue the Phi- 


liſtines by night, and faid, Let us not leave one of 


them ; but the prieſt ſaid, Let us inquire of the 
Lord; to which Saul conſented: but God anſwered 


him not; then Saul juſtly concluded that God was 
offended; and he determined to find out the offender 


dy caſting lots; and faid, As the Lord liveth, though 


it be in Jonathan my ſon, he ſhall ſurely die. 
Maria. Surely God was not angry ip 


for eating a little honey. 
: Ment. dd e eee 


n are curſes; the lot was caſt, and Jonathan 
taken: and Saul ſaid to his ſon, What haſt thou 
done? Jonathan replied, I did but taſte a little 


honey, and lo, I muſt die]! And Saul en 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die. 

Lucy. What an unnatural father! how unkelingly 
he condemns his ſon, when he himſelf had brought 


Hunt, They interpoſed, and ſaid, Shall Jonatdw 


die; who hach wrought this great falvation in Iſrael? 
Bod forbid: there ſhall not one hair of his head fall 
to the ground. So the people reſcued Jonathan. 


Maria. I can hardly expreſs how pleaſed I am 


like 


1 197 Th | 
| like to Saul, that I hardly wiſh . about | 


him. 
- Lucy. Then, Maria you would bear no more of 
Jonathan. W 1 
Maria. Lucy, you f * . for he. 
than ſurely would ſucceed his father. . _ 
\ Aunt. Frags died at the as. time with his 
fuer. 5 
George. Pray, aunt, _ us hear the whole. ac- 
count. It is very wrong in Maria to interrupt. ; 5 
Maria. I aſk pres; and ou in ee ara 
aunt to proceed. 
Aunt. I will, mw aur e you at our aeg 
meeting. 


„3 DIALOGUE 


( ws 3 


DIALOGUE XIX. 


es CCORDING to promiſe, we will pro- 
ceed in the hiſtory of Saul. The Lord 
5 commanded him, by his prophet Samuel, to 


go and ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy that 
nation. Saul accordingly ſmote the Amalekites, but 
| faved their king, Agag, alive; and ſpared the beſt 


of the flocks, and all that was good of the ſpoil. And 
Samuel came to meet Saul in the morning ; and the 


- king faid, Bleſſed be thou of the Lord; I have perform 


ed the commandment of the Lord. | 
Lucy. How durſt he ſay fo, when he had ſpared 
what God had bidden him to deſtroy ? 
Aunt. Aud be had the farther audacity to pretend 
they were ſpared for facrifices. And Samuel ſaid, Be- 
hold, to obey is better than ſacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams; for rebellion is as the fin of 
witchcraft, and ſtubbornneſs is as iniquity and idola- 
try: becauſe thou haſt rejected the word of the Lord, 
he hath alſo rejected thee from being king. I muſt, 
my dear children, again and again remind you, that the 
e Oy! is wiittes for our inſtruction, You 
Will 


OW „ 
will find many people like Saul putting God off with 
a partial obedience ; and like him they will at laſt be 
rejected; for there is no one can deceive God: always 
act, therefore, as if God was preſent with you; for 
though you ſee him not, his eye is upon you: it is de- 
lightful to walk in the path of God's commands; for 
his ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are 
peace. | with 88 
George. But what became of king Agag? 
Aunt. Samuel ordered Saul to bring him forth: and 
Samuel hewed him in pieces; firſt reminding him of 
the murders and cruelties he had committed, that as he 


| had meted to others it ſhould be meted to him again, | 
After this Samuel came no more to Saul, but mourned . - 


for him in ſecret. And the Lord ſaid unto Samuel; 1 
will ſend thee to Jeſſe the Bethlehemite; for I have pro- 
vided me a king among his ſons. 'Then Samuel went 
to Bethlehem, and ſent for Jeſſe and his ſons. When they  . 
were come before him, Samuel looked on Eliab, and aid 
within himſelf, Surely this is the Lord's anointed: but he 
was miſtaken ; for man looketh on the outward appear 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. And ſeven 
of the ſons of Jeſſe paſſed before Samuel; but he faid, 

The Lord hath not choſen theſe. And he ſaid to Jeſſe, 
| Are here all thy children? He anſwered, The yountzeſt 
is with the ſheep. And Samuel faid, ſend and fetch = 


02 


3 for we will not ſit down till he n 
ver ef And David came. He was ruddy and of 
e a beautiful countenance; and the Lord 
. ſaid, Ariſe, anoint him, for this is he. And | 

| ; REA anointed him in the midſt of his brethren. - 
| +. George. David had nearly loſt his chance dike being 
| out of the way. | 
Aust. This was not by. ne Toh but more fully to 

ſhew that God ſeeth not as man ſeeth. David was 

| chiefly remarkable for his ſtrong faith, piety, and con- 
templative diſpoſition ; and being not above eighteen 
or twenty years of age, his father thought it of no im- 

_ portance to keep him at home on this occaſion; - 
beſides which, it is probable his brothers had already 

diſplayed: their valour in the field: but he was not 
llighted by his heavenly Father; and none will ever 
find they are out of the way, while they are in the 
path of duty. David's name ſignifies Beloved ; and 
be was an eminent type of the Beloved Son of God, 
He continued with his father, as. before, attending | 
| to the flocks; nenn. 
ed to action. e 

__ George. But when did he kill Goliah ? 
. , Aunt. In a ſhort time after this, the armies of the | 

Philiſtines came out againſt Ifrael : and the two 
armies Were fet in array; the Philiſtines on a moun- 
tain on one ſide, * a mountain on the 

: other 


on PI.» 6 


_ father's knowledge ? 


* 
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other. ide, with a valley between them. . Aud ai | 
went out a champion, whoſe name was Goliah. He 


was a giant of the race of the Anakims; he was ten 
feet high on the moſt moderate computation ; and he 
had a helmet of braſs, with a coat of mail, and a ſpeax, 
whoſe head weighed ſix hundred ſhekels of i iron: and 
he defied the armies of Iſrael day after day, challenging 


them to appoint a man, with whom he went e 4 


in ſingle combat. 


_ George, Where are J * =} his armSur-bearer wo. 
who before fought ſo valiantly ? 
Aunt. The victory that Jonathan obtained o on that 


| occaſion is not to be attributed merely to his perſonal | 


bravery ; but rather to the peculiar preſence and a- 


+ your of God, who inſpired him with courage, and 

| crowned him with ſucceſs: but he had not the fame in- 

ward intimation to engage in this ſervice: it appears 

that all the Iſraclites were diſmayed, and not one dared 

- to come forth; though the king had promiſed to him 

that ſhould kill Goliah, that he would beſtow on him 1 
great riches, and give him his daughter to wife; and | 

that he would make his father's houſe free | in lirael, 


Maria. But where is David? 
Aunt. Still with his ſheep: his father had ſent his | 


| three eldeſt ſons to the army. 


George. But it was David that killed Goliah: did 
he leave his ſheep, and go to the army without his 


Aunts 
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Ny AY Dav id is is a pattern of is; ; for though | 
de knew he was to be king of Ilrael, yet he ſtirred 


not from the buſineſs afſigned him, till his father 


called him to go to the army, to take ſome pro- 


voiſfions to his brethren, and a preſent to their captain. 


And he went early in the morning, leaving his ſheep. 
With a keeper: and he came to the army, and faluted 
bis brethren. And Goliah came forth, and. defied 
Iſrael: and David heard him; and he ſaid, Who is this 
Philiſtine that he ſhould defy the armies of the living 


God? And the people told David the offers which the 
. King had made to him who ſhould kill Goliah: and 


Saul was told the words which David had faid; and 


"he ſent for him. And David faid unto the king, Let 
no man's heart fail; thy ſervant will go and fight with 


this Philiſtine: And Saul faid, Thou art but a youth, 


bewed unwilling to let him go, unleſs he could relate 
ſome inſtance of his courage: which he did, with the 


moſt beautiful ſimplicity, ſaying unto Saul, A lion and 


bear entered among my father's flock, and took 


away a lamb; and I purſued him, and took the lamb 
out of his mouth: and when he aroſe againſt me, I 
caught him by the beard and flew him: thy ſervant 


flew both the lion and the bear ; and this Philiſtine 


_ ſhall be as one of them, ſeeing he hath defied the 
armies of the living God: the Lord that delivered me 


from 
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from the lion and from the bear will deliver me 1 ol 


the hand of this Philiſtine. And Saul ſaid to Or 
. Go, and the Lord be with thee. 


| George. How did David go armed ? : 
| Aunt. Saul armed him with a coat of mail, wk gi 


put on him a helmet ofbraſs, and a ſword by his ſide ; 


but he found himſelf encumbered by theſe: he there ⸗ 
fore put them off; and took his ſtaff, and his ſhep- 
herd's bag with ſome ſtones, and his fling i in his hang? - 
and he drew near to the Philiſtine. i 

Luc. The Philiſtine could hardly ſuppoſe David: 
was come forth thus accoutred againſt hink, oo Os 

Aunt. But when he found it was ft, hs treated 
David with contempt and diſdain, and curſed him by 
his gods: and he ſaid, Come to me, and I will give 


era 


the field. | 
Maria. How he boaſts! but I think i it did not in- 


timidate David. 


Aunt. David's ſpeech is full of faith. He faid, Thou 
comeſt to me with ſword, and with ſpear, and with . 
ſhield; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
hoſts, the God of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt . 


_ defied: this day will the Lord deliver thee into my 


hands, and I will ſmite thee, and take thine head from 


thee; that all the earth may know that there is a God 1 
| in Incl: and all this people ſhall know, that the 


Lord 
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Lord faveth not by ſpear or ſword; for the battle is { 
the Lord's, and he will give you into our hands. 


Noble youth! may you be enabled my dear children, 
in every time of trial to put your truſt in the Lord 
alone, and then, like David, you need not fear to face 


any danger. 

George. Which hen the engagement? 

Aunt. The Philiftine advanced in proud contempt. 
Then David took a ſtone from his bag, and lang it, 
and ſmote "the Philiſtine: the ſtone ſunk in his fore- 


bead, and he fell, So David prevailed with a ſling and | 


a ſtone, for there was no ſword in his hand. 
George. Then how did David cut off his head? _ 
Aunt. David took 8 own ſword, and cut off, 

head therewith, $5 
Lucy. How Roni the Philiflines muſt be! 5 

Aunt. When they ſaw their chamgion, dead, they 
had not courage to ſtand their grounc uf ed; upon 


which Iſrael purſued them, and gained a complete 


And David was brought unto the king, 
d retained him in his ſervice, Jonathan had been 


a witneſs of David's faith and piety, and he loved 
him: as a teſtimony of his affection, he frioped. 
himſelf of his robe, and gave it to David; thus 
equipping him according tv his character and ſtation, 
| as a courtier and ſoldier. And David attended Saul 
56 whitherſoever he went; and the people loved him. 

N * ; As 
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Iſrael, the women, according to the eaftorh of the 
times, met him with! muſle' ard finging, anſwering 


one another as they played, Saul hath . his thou- 


- fatids, and David his ten thouſands: 


' Maria. Was Saul offended at whi bens more 


honour to David than to himſelf? 


Aunt; From this time he was jeslous of hini. As ; 


Saul funk in popularity, David roſe. Saul, perceiving 


it, concluded God was: about to rend the kingdom 
from him. At one time he would have killed David 
by caſting a javelin or dagger at Him, but David 
e oided it. Sauf after this) undet pretence of advanc- 
ing David; removed him from his preſence, and made 


vor. 1. 
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over their enemies © ESR 21s 1 
Tuey. When did Su perform i promiſing: 
m his daughter to wife??? 
Aust. He delayed it from time to time: at length, 
his malice prompted him to renew the offer, that he 
might excite David to venture his life more freely, in 
order to be accounted worthy of ſuch an honour; but 
at thetime when ſhe ſhould have been given to David, 
. 46 mothers yet David eapreſl tre 
ſentment. 


2 


1 
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him captain ver 4 thouſand; which ſerved to in- 
gratiate him the more win the people, by affording 


him the opportunſty of leading dem bia, 


bow de 


_ 
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atmen. Afterwards Saul gave.) en his 
younger daughter. 03 50 gi. 614 
his dn.” BASS 1 | 
Aunt. It was but 8 1 little Sia 
Saul ſpake to Je t Lee Genes un 
7 +; ol 
2 e 
Aunt. He told David of his father's deſign, that he 
provide for his ſafety 3 Oey WAL 
for him with his father... 240 2213 $249 12% | I 2 
Aluria. Did he ſucceed ? - == le od _ 
© Aunt: For that time FS Saul bas 
mov not be flain, and David appeared at court as 
uſual. Aſter this, he went again to fight the Philiſ- | 
tines, and returned victorious, which revived Saul's 
envy: ſo chat a ſecond time he caſt a javelin at him; 
but David avoided it, and fled to his houſe. Michal, 
| having information of her father's intention to ſeize 
David, adviſed him to make his eſcape; to effect which, 
. the let him down through a window ; and he fled to 
Samuel. He afterwards got an opportunity of con- 
ſerling with Jonathan, and received from him freſh 
aſſurances of fidelity. Jonathan's ſteady attachment 
to David ſo incenſed his father, that, loſing al 
natural affection for ſo good a ſon, he attempted 
to faite | him with his Lan mms By this, . Jonathan 


1 knew 
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knew that his father was determined to deſtroy Da- 


vid: and he aroſe, and went away from his pre- 
fence in great anger; for he was grieved for David. 
Jonathan, by appointment, had an interview with his 


beloved friend, who, in his eonduct on this occaſion, 1 


united all the reſpect and honour due to the rank of 
Jonathan, with the moſt endearing affection, and the 
moſt lively gratitude; fo that his ſorrow even exceed - 
ed Jonathan's: nothing could be more pathetic, than 
this their parting. | 
Maria. Did they ever meet again? 

Aunt. They had one more interview in this world. 
But my watch tells me, we mult part for the preſent. 
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